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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE
 Created in December 2008

 Group includes: architects, 

builders/contractors, 

energy consultants/specialists, 

building official, interested 

citizen, and non-profit.

Objectives:

 Conduct background research

 Identify and prioritize goals and corresponding actions.

 Develop and implement community involvement and 
information strategies 



GUIDING PRINCIPLES
• Minimize cost to applicant.

• Baby steps – utilize a phasing approach to help 
community adapt.

• Increase energy efficiency in new construction, to the 
degree that payback can be achieved within 7 years.

• Increase water conservation and decrease overall 
environmental impacts without over-burdening 
applicants.

• Increase stakeholder and public awareness through 
education.

• Minimize any additional Building Department 
requirements and staffing. 



RESEARCH/STATS
• Energy prices are expected to 

increase as demand increases and 
supply decreases (US DOE).

• Locally, Idaho Power prices have 
risen 17% in 2009.

• Natural gas supply is limited in the 
WRV without costly infrastructure 
improvements. The WRV uses 5 
times more natural gas compared 
to the rest of ID (Intermountain 
Gas). 

• Buildings account for 49% of total 
GHG emissions and 72% of 
electricity consumption (APA). 

• Average life span of a building is 
75 years (US DOE).

• The average person occupies a 
home for 7 years (US DOE).

The recommendation developed out of 
the identified need for long term 
solutions to a growing problem. This 
problem has not gone away with the 
recession. 

The need for increased long term 
economic sustainability has become 
more apparent.



NATIONAL AND LOCAL TRENDS

National movements:

• 1,017 US cities have endorsed the Mayor’s Climate Protection 
Agreement (including Hailey and other municipalities in the WRV).

• Over 300 communities in the US have adopted mandatory or 
voluntary above-code building programs, including Washington, 
Minnesota, Illinois, and New Mexico State.

• At least 17 municipalities utilize HERS as a part of their mandatory 
program.

Local movements:

 Blaine County

• Ketchum

• Hailey comp plan and existing incentives

• Sawtooth Board of Realtors



IDENTIFIED CONCERNS AND ISSUES

1. What might a “green” building program do to 
the local economy? 

 Be a catalyst for creating new jobs and new businesses.

 Foster healthy competition  amongst local green 
businesses

 Increases awareness and community identity

 Attract positive local, state and national media attention 
for taking a leadership role in sustainable building 
practices.



ENERGY EFFICIENT HOMES: A WINNING STRATEGY FOR

HOME BUILDERS



ENERGY CODES & JOB CREATION

• Home Energy Raters / Consultants

• Energy Auditors (spurs existing home retrofits / 
weatherization, window replacement, insulation, air-
sealing)

• HVAC / Mechanical Contractors – creates market for 
new products, learn new skills

• Contractors – learn new skills, more competitive

• Solar Thermal / PV industry growth

• Insulation Contractors – better quality from third-party 
inspections

• Market innovation – creates incentive for local 
companies to innovate



IDENTIFIED CONCERNS AND ISSUES

2. How might it affect building and housing 
costs?
 Up front, additional costs: 0-2%, for a 10-30% energy 

efficiency increase, without rebates and other financial 
incentives.

 Return on investment (payback): less than 5 years

“ Studies by the Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) illustrate that meeting a 30% residential 
energy consumption reduction target below the baseline energy 
code will save households in every region of the U.S. between 
$403 and $612 per year after the cost of efficiency measures is 
factored in.” (DOE)



IDENTIFIED CONCERNS AND ISSUES

3. Will people choose to build 
elsewhere?
 How does the current costs to build in 

Hailey compare to other areas in 
Idaho? 

City DIF (single 

family 

dwelling)

Additional Requirements

Twin Falls $1624

Meridian and 

ACHD

$5276-5826

Boise and ACHD $5451-6001 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 

($200-500)

Nampa $2268 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 

($200-500) & Manual J, D, S 

calculations ($200-500)

Hailey $2629

ID Cities with 

Existing DIFs:

1.Twin Falls

2.Ada County

3.Boise

4.Hailey

5.Meridian

6.Ketchum

7.Mountain 

Home

8.Post Falls

9.Sandpoint

10.Sun Valley

11.Jerome (City 

Council is in the 

process of 

considering DIF)



IDENTIFIED CONCERNS AND ISSUES

•McCall, ID and Moscow, ID

•Teton County  

•Jackson, WY

•Taos, NM

•Santa Fe, NM

•Telluride, CO

•Eagle County/Vail, CO

•Pitkin County/Aspen, CO

•Boulder County, CO

•Boulder, CO

3. Will people choose to build elsewhere?
 What about other mountain towns? 



The 30 Strongest Housing Markets in the U.S

-Business Week, September 8, 2009

http://www.businessweek.com/
http://images.businessweek.com/ss/09/08/0811_strongest_housing_markets/index.htm


Incentives

 Local   

 EECBG $34,000 for audits and retrofits on existing residential 
and commercial buildings. 

 Federal

 Tax credits

 Idaho Power

 Rebates

 State  

 Low interest loans

 Rebates

 Tax deductions



THE RECOMMENDATION:

• Commercial and residential new 
construction and additions 
would be designed and built in a 
manner that increases the 
energy efficiency by 10%

• Using 3rd party verified Home 
Energy Performance System 
(HERS) for residential and 
ComCheck for commercial.
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RECOMMENDATION

• The recommendation suggests that all new construction 
address:

• 1) water conservation, 

• Water conserving plumbing fixtures and landscape requirements 
(ex: moisture sensors)

• 2) waste management, 

• Recycle clean wood waste and cardboard.

• 3) indoor air quality, and

• Ensure existing standard ASHREA 62.2 is met.

• 4) durability and assurance. 

• Checklist, installation specifications on plans, and signature stating 
installation has occurred to manufactures specifications. 



RECOMMENDATION
 Addresses existing buildings with Energy Audits 

(no improvements are required)

 Alterations that require a building permit and affect the 
building envelope
 Exemptions include:

 Window replacements. 

 Bathroom remodel projects limited to the replacement of fixtures and 
cabinets. 

 Kitchen remodel projects limited to the replacement of cabinets, counter 
tops, plumbing fixtures, and appliances. 

 Electrical work associated with permits issued only for electrical work 

 Plumbing associated with permits issued only for plumbing. 

 Replacement of HVAC appliances associated with permits issued only for 
appliance replacement.

 Reroofs

 Additions that add 500 sq. ft. of conditioned space or more



RECOMMENDATION

 Addresses building size through a flexible points based 
system

 Encouraging smaller more efficient homes and additions. 

 The larger the homes the greater the amount of energy and 
resources are consumed; therefore, a higher standard would 
be met. 

 Other recommendation ideas to consider:

 Exterior energy consumption (snowmelt systems)

 In-lieu fees

 Exemptions 

 New Construction: ENERGY STAR, NAHB, and LEED, 

 Additions: Home Performance with ENERGY STAR



DIRECTION FROM THE COUNCIL – possible 
future steps

A.) Additional stakeholder outreach and    

education,

B.) Make requested changes to the recommendation,

C.) Present greater detail on the recommendation,     

and/or

D.) Begin developing the recommendation or 

amended recommendation  in ordinance form.



QUESTIONS?


