STAFF REPORT

TO: Hailey City Council
FROM: Mariel Platt, Planne_r/M/‘/p
RE: Zoning Ordinance Amendment — Article 2, Definitions; Article 4.2, Limited

Residential; Article 4.3, General Residential; Article, 4.4, Neighborhood
Business; Article 4.5, Limited Business; Article 4.6, Transitional; and Article 7,
Bulk Regulations

HEARING: April 12,2010

Note: Staff analysis is in lighter type
Notice

Notice for the public hearing was published in the Idaho Mountain Express and mailed to public
agencies and area media on March 24, 2010.

Proposal
Attached are amendments to Article 2, Definitions and Article 4.2, Limited Residential District,

4.3, General Residential District, 4.5 Limited Business District, 4.6, Transitional District, and 7,
Bulk Regulations of the Hailey Zoning Ordinance No. 532, proposed by the City.

These amendments would allow for urban agriculture as a permitted use in all zoning districts
 that allow for residential uses and would establish bulk requirements for chicken coops.

Procedural Historv

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed amendments on

- January 20, 2009 and February 17, 2009 (please find the minutes from both meetings attached).

The Commission recommended approval of the proposed amendments on February 17, 2009.
The Council reviewed the proposed amendment on June 8, 2009.

The Planning Department has received numerous phone calls in the last year from residents who
would like to house chickens on their property. Since the June 8™ meeting, the Planning
Department received phone calls from a few citizens asking if they can now have chickens in
Hailey and wondering when the Council will review this subject again. The increasing interest in
the concept of farming at or close to home is attractive for varying reasons — reducing carbon
emissions, providing and inexpensive source of natural/ organic and local foods, as well as
securing food supply in the event of an emergency.

Staff has been informed that there are already backyard chickens being kept in Hailey, despite
Hailey’s current ordinance, which does not allow for urban agriculture. Without an amendment
to the ordinance to allow backyard chickens, staff would have to address noncompliance issues
and enforce the prohibition of chickens. Despite the current presence of backyard chickens in
Hailey, staff has never received any complaints of nuisances or other issues pertaining to
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residents keeping backyard chickens. Staff suggests that given the lack of complaints about
existing backyard chickens, the lack of desire to instate additional enforcement, and the potential
community benefits, the ordinance should be amended to allow backyard chickens.

Urban agriculture, such as keeping chickens for eggs, can have many community benefits:

e Reduces the vehicle miles traveled associated with food production and delivery - the average
item of food in the U.S. travels 1,400 miles to the dinner table, this in turn reduces green
house gas emissions.

¢ Promotes health by allowing individuals the choice to ensure the1r own foods are safe and

* - high quality. :

e Increases food security and poten’nally reduces individual food costs.

e Reduces waste - a chicken can consume nine pounds of kitchen waste a month-and the - .., -
chicken’s waste can be used as garden fertilizer.

The value in small scale urban farming has been noticed by numerous municipalities. Boise and
Nampa, ID; Portland; OR; San Francisco, CA; Las Vegas, NV; Santa Fe, NM; Salt Lake City,
UT as well as over 100 other large and small municipalities throughout the U.S. allow “backyard
chickens” to some extent. (See attached comparison of various chicken ordinances.) '

On June 8, 2010, the Council’s concerns centered on predation, noise, and the smell of keeping
chickens within city limits. Staff has conducted further research on these issues to provide a more
in-depth analysis on what other cities have experienced and what may be the likelihood that = -
Hailey would be negatively affected by the proposed ordinance. - '

Portland, Oregon, allows up to three (3) chickens without a permit.and there is no limit with a-
permit. The permit is a one-time $31 fee. The following restrictions apply:
e Roosters are not allowed.
e Permits are required for more than three (3) ch1ckens If the request requires a permit, the
~ applicant must notify your neighbors within 150 feet from your property, with a letter
“informing them that chickens will be keépt on the property. (Attached is a sample letter
and pictures of a coop, sent to the Planning Department from a past Hailey resident who
now lives and keeps chickens in Portland, Oregon. The owner has proudly informed me
that her coop will be part of Portland’s 2010 Tour De Coops this year, where people from
the community visit a handful of coops chosen for the tour and share their ideas and
stories about their coops and experiences with chickens:.)
Coops must be at least 15 feet from any habitable dwelling.
e Chickens must be enclosed in a manner that conﬁnes the chickens to the property and not
' allowed to roam at large ' :

Salt Lake City, Utah, allows up to 15 chickens with a permit cost of $5 per chicken, not to
exceed $40. The permit must be renewed annually. The following restrictions apply:
e Coops must be located in a rear yard, at least 25 feet from any dwelling located on an
adjacent lot.
Coops shall be predator-resistant. -
Chickens are only allowed in residential areas where the principle use is a single family or
multi-family dwelling.
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e Chickens shall be confined within a secure outdoor enclosed area.
e Chickens are allowed for egg production only.
e Roosters are not allowed.

According to chicken owners in Portland, chickens sleep in the evening and only make louder
noises when laying eggs, which can last a few minutes. The noise made when laying eggs lessens
with age and some breeds are quieter than others. If coops are left unattended and are not cleaned
out periodically or their waste is not composted properly, the area can begin to smell. The owner
of the chicken coop pictured in the attachment has five chickens and has never noticed a smell.
The owner attributes the lack of smell to the use of wood shavings along the floor of the coop
and run and cleaning the coop once a month during the winter and once a week during the
summer.

Based on this research staff recommends up to three (3) chickens without a permit; the
Commission recommended allowing five (5). Each hen will lay approximately one (1) egg a day,
so five (5) hens produce 35 eggs a week and three (3) hens would produce 21 eggs a week.
During the winter, egg production tends to drop below these numbers, more significantly in some
breeds than others. By reducing the number of chickens from the Planning and Zoning
Commission’s recommended five (5) to three (3), it is expected that the potential for noise and
smell impacts will be limited. |

By requiring a coop to comply with the already established minimum setbacks the distance
between a coop and a dwelling on an adjacent property would be a minimum of 20 feet (ten foot
minimum rear and side yard setback for each property). This will help lessen any impacts felt by
neighboring property owners.

Staff recommends the coop be predator-resistant. In researching predation issues associated with
allowing chickens, there are ways to predator-proof a coop. A ¥: inch by % inch hardware cloth,

~ buried 12 inches into the ground then buried out 90 degrees for 12 inches will apparently keep
predators out, compared to traditional chicken wire, which costs only slightly less (for a 5 foot by
15 foot enclosure, it is $20 less). Communities with predation issues have apparently had little
problems with coops that were built well. It is anticipated that those wanting to keep chickens

will not want them taken by predation and will do their due diligence to ensure their chickens are
protected.

The following changes have been made to the proposed ordinance (attached) since the June 8,
2009 meeting:

e Require the coop to be predator resistant

e Require the coop to be placed in the rear yard

e Limit the number of chickens allowed to three (3).

At the June 8 meeting, some Council members felt like greater control was need and discussed
whether the appropriate method would be to required a conditional use permit, for at least one (1)
year, until it can be determined what types of issues might arise.

Based on the research conducted, staff does not recommend a permitting system, but suggests
that chickens be allowed without a permit with a statutory expiration of one year. Afterward,
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staff could determine the success of the ordinance and the Council could assess whether a permit
is needed. If, however, the Council decides that a permit is necessary at the:onset, staff suggests a
special permit with a $50 fee for administrative review, instead of the traditional Conditional Use
Permit, which requires a public hearing and a $400 fee. This will allow the City to revoke a
permit if violations occur and will ensure-that the requirements are met. With permitting;:
compliance issues would be tracked closely for one (1) year. Following one (1) year, the tracked
information could be reviewed to- determme ifa perm1t is still necessary and address compliance
issues that may have arisen. : :

Standards of Evaluatlon

14.6 Criteria for Review. When evaluating any proposed amendment under this Article,
the Hearing Examiner or Commission and Council shall make findings of fact on
the following criteria:

1. - The proposed amendment is in accordance w1th the Comprehenswe Plan,

The Council should consider how the proposed amendments relate to the various policies and

implementation items of the Comprehensive Plan, particularly the following:

Environment Section - Greenhouse Gas Emissions :

Goal: Strive to meet or exceed the Kyoto Protocol target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions
seven percent below 1990 Zevels

Implementation:
a. Identify and implement cost-effective actions that will reduce the
community’s contribution to total global greenhouse gas emissions.
b, . Integrate land use, building code, transportation and energy policies to
support this goal.
2. Essential public facilities and services are available to support the full range of

proposed uses without creating excessive additional requirements at public cost for
the public facilities and services;
If administrative review is required for urban agnculture the $50 fee is anticipated to cover the
cost. -

3. The proposed uses are compatible with the surroundmg area, and : :
The proposed accessory use is compatible within the residential districts and the penmt system
would provide an additional layer of review and regulation.

4. The proposed amendment will promote the public health, safety and general
welfare.

The proposed amendment will allow individuals and famlhes the opportumty to produce local,

fresh, food for themselves, while having a mechanisms whereby potential nuisances can be

avoided through a review process. |

Summary

The Council shall hold a public hearing and determine whether the proposed amendments are in
accordance with the applicable standards of evaluation.
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The Council shall make a decision, with findings on the four standards of evaluation noted
above. If the proposed change is approved, the Council shall pass an ordinance making said
amendment part of Hailey Zoning Ordinance #532. The draft ordinance is attached.

Motion Language

Motion to approve the proposed amendments to Articles 2.2, 4.2.2, 4.3.2,4.5.2, 4.6.2, and 7.1,
finding that the amendments are in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan, that essential
public facilities and services are available to support the full range of proposed uses without
creating excessive additional requirements at public cost for the public facilities and services,
that the proposed uses are compatible with the surrounding area, and that the proposed
amendment will promote.the public health, safety and general welfare and adopt Ordinance
No. and authorize the mayor to conduct the first reading by title only.

Denial:

Motion to deny the proposed amendments to Art1cles 22,422,432,452,4.6.2,and 7.1,
finding that [the Council should cite Wthh standards are not met and
provided the reason why each identified standard is not met].

Continuation:

Motion to continue the public hearing upon the proposed amendment to Articles 2.2, 4.2.2, 4.3. 2
452,4.6.2,and 7.1 to . [the Council should spemfy a date].

Table:

Motion to table the public hearing upon the proposed amendment to Articles 2.2,4.2.2,4.3.2,
'45.2,4.6.2,and 7.1.
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HAILEY ORDINANCE NO. ___

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HAILEY, IDAHO, AMENDING ARTICLE 2 OF HAILEY’S
ZONING ORDINANCE, ORDINANCE NO. 532, BY AMENDING SECTION 2.2, TO ADD THE
DEFINITION OF CHICKEN COOP AND URBAN AGRICULTURE; AMENDING ARTICLE 4 OF
HAILEY’S ZONING ORDINANCE, ORDINANCE NO. 532, BY AMENDING SECTIONS 4.2.2,
43.2,4.5.2, AND 4.6.2, TO ALLOW FOR URBAN AGRICULTURE AS A PERMITTED USE;
AND AMENDING ARTICLE 7 OF HAILEY’S ZONING ORDINANCE, ORDINANCE NO. 523,
BY AMENDING SECTION 7.1, TO ESTABLISH BULK REQUIREMENTS AND STANARDS
FOR CHICKEN COOPS; PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: PROVIDING FOR A
REPEALER CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDTNANCE
UPON PASSAGE APPROVAL AND PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LAW. ;

WHEREAS the Halley City Council has found that the following amendment to the Hailey Zomng
Ordinance conform to the Hailey Comprehenswe Plan :

WHEREAS, essential public facilities and services are available to support the full range of proposed
uses without creating excessive addltlonal requ1re1nents at public cost for the public facilities and .
services; : . : - :

WHEREAS, the uses are compatible with the surrounding area; and
WHEREAS, the amendment will promote the public health, safety and general welfare.

NOW, THEREFORE BEIT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF HAILEY, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 2.2, Definitions, of the Hailey Zomng Ordinance No 5325is hereby amended by the
addition of the underhned language as follows: : ‘

Chicken Coop. A building or enclosed structure, which houses hens.

Urban Agriculture. The production of vegetables, fruits and eggs by residents for personal
consumption and may include production by members of a neighborhood on one or more vacant lots
for personal consumption.

Section 2. Section 4.3.2, General Residential District, of the Hailey Zoning Ordinance No. 532, is
hereby amended by the addition of the underlined language as follows:

4.3.2 Permitted Uses.

Permitted uses for the GR District are limited to the following:

a. Parks.

b. Single Family Dwellings.
c. Multi-Family Dwellings.
d. Churches.

e. Schools.

f.

Home Occupations.
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Day Care Homes.
Day Care Facilities.
Manufactured Homes.
Urban Agriculture.

Section 3. Section 4.5.2, Limited Business District, of the Hailey Zoning Ordinance No. 532, is hereby
amended by the deletion addition of the underlined language as follows:

452 Permitted Uses.

Permitted uses in the LB District are limited to the following:

Qoo

- oo

B /T pEme o o p

Single Family Dwelling.

Multiple-Family Dwellings.

Dwelling Units within Mixed Use Buildings.
Home Occupations.

Lodging Establishments.

Professional Offices, excluding veterinarians.
Churches.

~ Schools and other educational services.

Health care and social assistance.

Real estate and property management compames

Catering Services.

Arts, entertainment and recreation uses (indoor and outdoor).

Personal Services where retail sales are clearly incidental to the pr1nc1pal use and no
outside storage yard or facility is required.

All Day Care Businesses.

Manufactured Homes.

Semi-Public Uses.

PWSEF’s or WCF’s, attached to street poles upon the 1 issuance of a ereless Permit in
accordance with the provisions of Article VIIIA of this Ordinance.

Government offices and public administration, except correctional institutions.
Parks.

Urban Agriculture. -

Section 4. Section 4.6.2,’Transitiona1 District, of the Hailey Zoning Ordinance No. 532, is hereby
amended by the addition of the underlined language as follows: .

4.6.2 Permitted Uses.
Permitted uses for the TN District are limited to the following:

B hoe o oR

Single Family Dwellings.
Mixed Use Buildings.
Home Occupations.
Professional Offices

Day Care Homes.

Day Care Facilities.
Manufactured Homes.
Churches.

-117-



i Parks.
J- Urban Agriculture.

Section 5. Section 4.2.2, Limited Residential District, of the Hailey Zon:ingOrdinance No. 532, is
hereby amended by the addition of the underlined language as follows:

42.2

Permitted Uses.

Permitted uses for the LR District are limited to the following:
Parks.
Single Family Dwellings.
Churches.
Home Occupations.
Day Care Homes.
- Manufactured Homes.
Urban Agriculture

@ Ao o

Section 6. Section 7.1, Supplementary Yard Setback Requirements, of the Hailey Zoning Ordinance
No. 532, is hereby amended by the addition of the underlined language as follows:

7.1

7.1.1
7.1.2
7.1.3
7.1.4
7.1.5

7.1.6

7.1.8

Supplementary Yard Setback Requirements.

Cornices, canopies, eaves or similar roof overhang features and cantilevered balconies Iilay
extend into a required yard setback not more than three (3) feet.

Fire escapes required by the IBC or IRC may extend into a required yard setback not more than
six (6) feet.

All portions of a chimney shall not extend into a required yard setback by more than two (2)
feet. : : '

Bay windows shall not extend into a required yard setback by more than two (2) feet. Such
windows shall be a minimum of two (2) feet from the top of the interior floor.

Pergolas. Supporting columns for Pergolas shall meet required yard setbacks. The roof ofa

- pergola shall not extend into a required yard setback by more than five (5) feet.

Where the required front yard setback exceeds the side yard setback in the zom'ng» district in
which a lot is located, the side yard setback along the street of a normal corner lot (not reverse
corner lot) shall be not less than two thirds (2/3) the front yard setback requirement.

The yard setbacks along the street side(s) of a reverse corner lot shall be not less than the front
yard requirement for the zoning district in which the lot is located.

Accessory Structures with a floor area of 120 square feet or less:

a. Except as otherwise provided herein, Accessory Structures with a floor area of 120
square feet or less are allowed to be setback a minimum of three (3) feet from the side
and/or rear property line.
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1. On Normal Comer Lots, Accessory Structures with a floor area of 120 square feet
or less shall have a minimum side yard setback of two thirds (2/3) the front yard
setback requirement for the zoning district in which the lot is located.

2. Except in the Business District, in the case where an alley is located along the side
or rear lot line of the property, a six (6) foot setback is required for Accessory
Structures with a floor area of 120 square feet or less.

3. Within the Business District, Accessory Structures may be built to the property line.
b. Accessory Structures with a floor area of 120 square feet or less and are located a-
minimum of three (3) feet from the side and/or rear property line shall have a maximum
bearing wall height of eight feet and a maximum building height of 12 feet.
c. Accessory Structures with a floor area of 120 square feet or less shall comply with all
applicable Building Code requirements.
(Ord. 1006, §2, 05-28-08)

7.1.9 No part of a yard setback required for a building complying with the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be included as a yard for another building.

7.1.10 Chicken Coops. Lots with Single Family Dwellings are allowed up to three hens (roosters are
prohibited), provided the following Chicken Coop requirements are met.

a. A predator-resistant Chicken Coop is provided.

b. Any Chicken Coop shall be located in the rear yard only and is subject to the setback
- requirement for the zoning district in which the lot is located.

c. . The Chicken Coop or the property must be fenced in some manner that the hens are

- confined to the boundaries of the property.

Section 7. Severability Clause. Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the
courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a
whole or any part thereof other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 8. Repealer Clause. All City of Hailey ordinances or resolutions or parts thereof, which are in
conflict herewith, are hereby repealed. ' '

Section 9. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the required
three (3) readings, approval, and publication according to law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE HAILEY CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE
MAYOR THIS DAY OF , 2010.

Richard L. Davis, Mayor, City of Hailey

Attest: A

Mary Cone, City Clerk
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A city initiated text amendment to various zoning district articles of the Hailey Zoning Ordinance No.
532, including but not limited to, establishing standards for solar panels and small wind energy systems,

allowing a maximum of three chickens per lot within certain districts, and allowing accessory dwelling
units within the Limited Residential (LR) district.

Planner Platt presented an overview of background information related to each of the proposed
amendments. /

Commissioner Moore mentioned that he is not in favor of towers which is noted in tab 6 and expressed
concern regarding accessory dwelling units in the Woodside and Limited Residential areas. He noted that
ADUs are only permitted in the Townsite Overlay. He thought there should be standards developed for
ADUs. Director Robrahn stated the planning department reviews all building permits for compliance
with the bulk regulations of the zoning ordinance. Commissioner Moore was concerned with access to.
and from the ADU. Planner Platt stated the only bulk requirement that would be changed is the size of
the lot. Commissioner Moore stated he was in favor of the amendment related to ADUs.

Commissioner Pogue asked how the 15° setback for the chicken coop was determined. Planner Platt
stated she viewed other ordinances that allowed chickens. Commissioner Pogue asked what the goal for
the additional setback was and asked if it would be clear that a chicken coop would have to meet the
setback requirement. He was also concerned about noise abatement. Planner Platt passed out a letter
from a resident of Hailey in favor of allowing chickens. She also mentioned that the department has
received a couple of phone calls inquiring about if chickens are.allowed. -She stated three chickens are , -
enough to provide eggs for a family of four. g : o

Commissioner Spears said he had no concerns as long as the setback requirements are met and mentioned
" he was not concerned about noise abatement given the noise the dogs make in the neighborhoods.

Commissioner Johnstone said that a chicken coop is not necessarily a structure. It could be chicken wire
held up by 2x4 posts.

‘Commissioner Scanlon suggested restricting the size of an Accessory Dwelling Utiit (ADU).
Commissioner Moore stated ADUs currently have a size restriction with a minimum of 300 and a .
maximum of 950. ' :

Public Hearing Opened

Peter Lobb, 403 Carbonate Street East, did not think there was any savings to having chickens given that
the coops would have to be heated in the winter. He said that a couple of years ago there were a lot of
meetings held regarding LR within the Townsite Overlay and a lot of decisions were made at that time
and one of those were no ADUs were to be permitted in the LR district. They could be allowed in GR
within a lot of 7,000 sq. ft. He mentioned that an ADU in the Limited Residential district would extend
into the alleyways. He said an ADU would add more people and asked if the city wanted to infill the city
with ADUs? He urged the Commission to not allow this change. Lobb accused the staff of having too
much time on their hands. '
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Public Hearing Closed

Director Robrahn asked Lobb if his objection was only in reference to the Limited Residential area within
_ the Townsite Overlay. Lobb replied yes.

Planner Platt stated any zoning within the Townsite Overlay does allow ADUs. Director Robrahn's
thought on lot size was a 6,000 sq ft lot with access off the alley provided adequate room for parking in
back; not having a backyard may be the tradeoff.

Commissioner Moore did not anticipate a rapid buildout of ADUs and did not have an issue with this.

Commissioner Pogue stated that he lives within the Townsite Overlay and wanted to retain the feel and
design characteristics of that area. He said he would hate to see the lot coverage increase. He said he was
okay with the ADU amendment.

Commissioner Johnstone concurred with Commissioner Pogue and did not think in this economy that
people would be building much. He said maybe an occasional ADU on top of a garage might be built.
He sa1d he was in favor of the DU amendment. '

Commissioner Spears thought ADUs could help the affordable housing effort. He felt it was an laudable
goal. ‘

Commissioner Scanlon did not think the lot sizes needed to be reduced for ADUs. He said if a chicken
coop is defined as an enclosed structure then there needed to be setback requirements. '

Director Robrahn advised the Commission that a decision does not have to be made tonight. She said
staff could do more research. She said it was a separate issue of allowing an ADU in the Limited
Residential district and whether or not to reduce limited lot size. She said when development applications
are slow is a good time to plan for the future and discuss more progressive ordinance amendments.

Commissioner Spéars reiterated how affordable housing could be addressed through ADUs.

Commissioner Spears moved to continue the public hearing to a date certain of February 2, 2009.
Commissioner Pogue se'conded the motion ‘passed unanimously.

Article 6A Sustainability of Hailey Zoning Ord. No. 532 ‘

" A city initiated text amendment to Article 6A, Design Review of the Hailey Zoning Ordmance No. 532,
including but not limited to, requiring landscape plantings used in multi-family and non-residential
developments to be drought tolerant species, exempting small scale wind energy systems from screening
standards, and clarifying the standard for increasing energy efficiency in buildings.

Planner Platt reviewed the proposed amendments.
Commissioner Spears felt the building design language should be relatively specific.

Director Robrahn redirected the Commission to the Public Hearing Procedure before the Commission
continued with the public hearing and discussion on this amendment.
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Minutes of the
Hailey Planning & Zoning Commission
February 17, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Commission Chair Owen Scanlon.
Commissioners present were Geoff Moore, Mike Pogue, Mark Johnstone, and David Lloyd.
Staff present included Planner Mariel Platt and Planning Assistant Becky Mead. :

Consent Agenda
a. Approval of Minutes — February 2, 2009
b. Approval of Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Decision ~ D.L. Evans Bank Design Review

Commissioner Scanlon pulled item b. from the consent agénda, stating that there were some unresolved
issues. ' '

Commissioner Pogue moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Moore seconded, the
motion passed unanimously. = :

Proclamaﬁons_ and Presentations

David Lloyd was sworn in as new Planning & Zoning Commissioner by Deputy Clerk Becky Mead.

New Business ‘

Unfinished Business »_ o o
Ttems continued from January 20, 2009; staff requested items be continued to T uesday, February 17,
2009.

Public comments presented to the Commission in regards to the proposed amendments:

»  Email received February 2, 2009 from Sue Peterson . S

»  Email received February 11, 2009 from Elizabeth Jeffrey

= Letter réceived February 17, 2009 from Mary Ann Wuebker

Public Hearings upon the following:

Various-Zoning DistFiCT REIAHN0 't ustair 3 532,

A city initiated text amendment to various Zoning Qistr Ordinance No.
532, including but not limited to, establishing standards for solar panels and small wind energy systems,
allowing a maximum of three chickens per lot within certain districts, and allowing accessory dwelling
units within the Limited Residential (LR) district.

Planner Platt stated what changes she made since the last meeting regarding this ordinance:
1. Removed setback required for the chicken coop and defined a chicken coop as a stfucture.
2. Removed ADU language that would eliminate the minimum 1ot size language in GR, TN, and TO
zoning districts, but kept the language that would-add ADU as accessory uses in LR-1 and LR-2
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outside of the Townsite Overlay. Language regarding ADUs allowed in LR-1 and LR-2, within
the Townsite Overlay remains, with a minimum lot size requirement of 7,000 sq. ft.

Commissioner Pogue asked if she completely removed the set back requirement. Planner Platt stated yes,
but if it needed to be reinstated that could be done.

Commissioner Johnstone referred to the letter submitted from Mary Ann Wuebker and asked how
difficult it would be for an applicant to get a variance. Planner Platt stated variances are only applicable
to topographical or geographical restrains; i.e. steep grading or an oddly shaped lot and the owner of such
property has to demonstrate that some kind of hardship has occurred as a result of the topography.

Commissioner Lloyd asked if there were ever any discussions regarding view corridors and solar access
for solar panels. Planner Platt stated there is an Idaho statue that allows solar access easements, which
could be looked at further in the future. She said she wasn’t sure if Hailey needed to adopt an ordinance
to address or not. More research could be done; if desired. Commissioner Scanlon mentioned there is
language in the ordinance that speaks about blocking or shading structures. Planner Platt concurred,
through design review guidelines this is addressed, but it may also be addressed through the platting
process, by creating solar easements. : ‘

Commissioner Scanlon asked about the comment in Wuebker's letter where she stated “I was told there
would be no variances”. Planner Platt stated that Ms. Wuebker’s letter was addressing an incident that
occurred a few years ago, back when there were disputes going on with minimum lot sizes within the
Townsite Overlay. She was assuming that staff must have told her she could not obtain a variance
because it would not have been an appropriate use of a variance. Planner Platt said currently the minimum
lot size is 7,000 sq. ft. in the Townsite Overlay to build an ADU:; therefore, Wuebker is unable to have an
ADU by only a few square feet. ‘ :

There was discussion régarding allowing conditional use permits for ADUs on lots smaller than 7,000
square feet. '

Commissioner ‘Scanlon thinks the chicken coop should have a set back because it is a structure.
Commissioner Pogue thought the setback of 15 ft was too much and not having a set back would not be '
appropriate. The Commission agreed to leave the setbacks the same as the existing setbacks.

Public Hearing Opened

Dick Springs, 121 Punkin Center Road in Bellevue, said he sells 40 dozens eggs through the farmers
market in Hailey and Ketchum through the course of the summer. He mentioned that 3 chickens would
not be adequate to support a family of four. A chicken's life span is about 1 % years and produces
approximately 5 eggs a week. A family of four would need 4 chickens. He mentioned that in the
wintertime production goes down. He said there is a predation factor, which required you to replace
chickens periodically and said that you have to raise your chicken from a chick yourself. He suggested 6
chickens for a family of four would be sufficient. He wanted to give his experience with chickens to the-
Commission since that is what he does.

‘Scott Runkel, 1610 Northridge Drive, supports having chickens and admitted he once had 3 chickens in
Northridge but no longer has them now. He also agreed that 3 chickens in the winter were not enough.
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Peter Lobb, 403 Carbonate St East, said he was happy about the minimum lot size remaining in old
Hailey. He suggested for the commission to have avision of how they want the city to grow. He thinks
there will be more pushes for more density, but he likes the way the density is now. He stated that
allowing ADUs will increase traffic and smog because of the higher densities that they. will create, He did
not feel that ADUs in the LR district were necessary with Sweetwater becoming low income housing and
Old Cutters providing community housing. He said there is not a housing problem now and suggested
allowing ADUS at another time if it is really needed. - »

Matt Engle, 1720 Northridge Drive, spoke about setbacks and how important they are and hdw
they eliminate conflicts and keep neighbors happy. : o

Kaz Thea, 1630 Heroic Road, said she manages the farmers market and is excited about the
chickens. She did not understand the reasoning for only 3 chickens. She commended-the
Commiission for moving forward with sustainability. She hopes this is a movement for the town
to become greener in everything they do. She said she would love o help in anyway. -

Springs added that the size of a chicken coop would be 3 sq. ft. per chicken and for outdoor
space 10 sq. ft. per chicken for their run. He suggested a level of 6 chickens for a family of four.
Free range chickens are defined as never being confined. He mentioned that chickens love to eat
grass clippings and the nutritional factor of a homegrown chicken is much higher than any store
bought chicken. He said allowing these chickens are a great nutritional benefit. :

Dana Denny, 830 Empty Saddle Trail, thought having chickens was a great idea and agreed
there needed to be setbacks. She said with the chickens eating the grass clippings it provided
great recycling.

Heidi Albrech, 521 Elm St. East, said she is a single mom of three teenagers and moved to
Hailey from Bellevue where they once had eight or nine chickens at one time. She said itis a
great responsibility for the kids and gives opportunity for recycling food scraps and the chicken's
waste provides great fertilizer and provides warm eggs in the morning. She said in some small
way it changes kids. ’ - ‘ :

Kelly Jackson, with Citizens for Smart Growth, said that she had previously submitted a letter
- saying that she was in favor of all the amendments that are being proposed. She loves to see the
city moving towards sustainability. She felt the ADUs would allow more people to live in'téwn
and that it would be an economic benefit for some residents. o

Public Hearing Closed

Cominissioner Scanlon asked why three chickens. Planner Platt stated in part it was to be
diplomatic and minimizes the impacts. She said it would be up to the Commission on the
number of chickens. - While doing her research on other municipalities’ ordinances, 3 chickens
and no roosters seemed to be the magic number. Commissioner Scanlon asked Springs what kind
of chickens to use and inquired about the noise level. Springs said a white leghorn chicken,
which is a commercial chicken and produces one egg a day. With that type of chicken 3 would
be enough. He said a white leghorn chicken is best suited to an indoor confinement operation,
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which most factories are. He said the chickens that families would keep would be a heritage
breed like Road Island Red or a Bard Rock. He said with those chickens the production is lower
and their temperament is much gentler and they are much better in a family situation and will
only produce 5 eggs a week; so if an average person is eating 5 eggs per week then the need
would be one chicken per person; i.e. four chickens for a family of four. He said the rooster is
the noise maker and said there is no difference in the noise between 3 and 6 chickens.

Commissioner Lloyd said he has had a first hand experience with friends who have 4 chickens
and they have not received any complaints from their neighbors. He suggested having 3 to 6, but
should have less than more.

Commissioner Pogue was in favor of increasing to 4 or 5 chickens, but beyond that might draw
some complaints. , v :

Commissioner Johnstone concurred with Commissioner Pogue.

Commissioner Moore wanted to know if they could tie the number of chickens by the square
footage of the lot. He agreed with 4 to 5 chickens.

Commissioner Pogue was concerned about the additional burden of staff that may be created
when such specific and detailed guidelines are used. ‘

Commissioner Scanlon asked the Commission if they were okay with 5 chickens. The
Commission agreed.

Planner Platt clarified the Commissioners’ amendments; five chickens and did the Commission
want to discuss allowing ADU’s on lots under 7,000 square feet with a CUP.

Commissioner Pogue stated no, that could be a subject for another meeting. He asked what
criteria would be looked at. o

' Commissioner Johnstone was in favor of a CUP on because it is evaluated on a case by case
basis. He would like to see it happen if it could be easily incorporated into this ordinance. '

Commissioner Moore was comfortable with the way it was written, without adding the additional
CUP language.

Commissioner Pogue asked what would be the criteria that would be looked at to determine
whether to approve or deny the application. ‘

Planner Platt reviewed the criteria for a CUP. She said that an ADU applying for a CUP would
be required to meet each criterion. She stated that if the Commission wanted to see additional
criteria for an ADU with a CUP then that should be done at another time, in either a separate
ordinance or the Commission should continue this ordinance to the next meeting date so she
could add additional criterion for reviewing CUPs for ADUs. She said if the current criteria are
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acceptable they could have a discussion whether or tiot to allow an ADU on lots fewer than
7,000 square feet, with a CUP. : R

Cbﬁuni‘sbsioherRScénylon said a CUP usually involves some kind of hardship: There is oppor’aiﬁity‘ |
for ADUs the way the ordinance is written now. He said he agreed with Lobb as far as the City
needing to determine what it wants to see in terms of density. . . ‘ :

Planner Platt stated the classic textbook alternative to high' density is sprawl, when there is
growth. - '

Commissioner Scanlon asked the Commissioners if the ADU with a CUP should be left out at
this time. ‘ SRR SN N B TS

Commissioner Pogue felt comfortable with keeping it the way it was presently Wﬁtten, with no
CUP. ST St _ ‘

Commissioner Moore agreed with Commissioner Pogue.

Commissioner Johnstone said he partially disagreed and felt the conditions Were so protebﬁve ,
that there wouldn’t be anything to-worry about. -

~Commissioner Lloyd felt ADUs were generally a good idea, but that you néeded to draw the line
‘on square footage somewhere; he did not see how the conditions would be writteni.. He is not in
favor of ADUs being allowed with a CUP. : ‘

Commissioner Séanlon said there are three for the CUP and 1 1/2. not for it. He asked Planner
Platt if she wanted to pass this tonight. Planner Platt said that would be up to the Commission,
but suggested that if there were questions and concerns regarding language, they could look at
" ADUs again in the near future. R : , .

- Commissioner Moore suggested passing this along to the Council with the ADUs as it is written
‘presently. The "Cc')mmission concurred. - v

Planner Platt asked if the Commission was comfortable with Planner Platt making the agreed
upon changes as‘follows: changing the number of chickens from three to five and ensuring that
the chicken coops complied with existing building setbacks, and allowing the recommendation to
the go to the Council without the Commission seeing another draft beforehand. The Commission
agreed that that would be fine. =~ cooE '

Commissioner Moore moved to recommend to the City Couhcﬂ appi‘oval of the pi'oposed

‘amendments to Sections 2.2, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.11, -and 4.12 as amended,
~ finding that the amendments are in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan, essential
* public facilities and services are available to support the full range of proposed uses
without creating excessive additional requirements at public -cost for the public facilifies
and services; the proposed uses are compatible with the surrounding area; and the
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Attachment A

Comparison of Various Chicken Ordinances

# of Birds Roosters Enclosure | Nuisance | Slaughter [Property Line
City, State Permitted Allowed Permit/Cost | Required Clause Permitted |Restrictions Other Notes
Albuquerque, NM 15 1 per HH None No Yes Yes No L
Austin, TX unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear Yes 50 ft from neighbors home i
coops must be mobile to prevent waste build-
Baltimore, MD 4 Unclear y Yes Yes Unclear |25 ft from neighbors home  |up; minimum 2 sq.ft. per bird
Boise, 1D 3 No Unclear Yes Unclear Unclear  |Unclear
Charlotte, NC based on lot size Unclear $40/yr Yes Yes Unclear 25 ft from neighbors home Minimum 4 sq.ft. per bird
12 birds @ less than 1/2 acre; 25 birds @
Ft. Worth, TX based on lot size Unclear None Yes Yes Unclear |50 ft from neighbors home  |more than 1/2 acre
Honoluly, HI 2 Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear ~  |Unclear
Key .S.\.,mmﬁ FL unclear Yes - None Yes Yes No No feed must be stored in rat-proof container
only if 100 ft. 20 ft from owners' home : )
Los >:m@_wmwnmrl unclear from neighbors Unclear Unclear Yes Unclear 35 ft from neighbors home
Madison, Wi 4 No $6/yr Yes Yes No 25 ft from neighbors home
ZmBU:_wP._.Z unclear Unclear Unclear Yes Yes Yes Unclear feed must be stored in rat-proof noz,m&:m.‘
_Smmmoc_@h MT 6 No $15 one time Yes Yes Unclear 20 ft from neighbors home feed must be stored in rat-proof container |
New York, NY no limit No Yes No Yes Unclear No 3 N
Oakland, CA unclear No Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear 20 ft from any dwelling
Portland, OR 3 without permit Unclear $31 one time Yes Yes Unclear Unclear
Rogers, AK 4 No S5/yr Yes | . Yes Inside only |25 ft from neighbors home -
depends on property ! S birds allowed @ 20 ft; 12 birds allowed @
San Antonio, TX line Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear 20 ft from any dwelling 50 ft; 50 birds @ 150 ft
San Diego, CA 25 Unclear Unclear Unclear - Yes Unclear |50 ft from neighbors home |feed must be stored in rat-proof container
San Francisco, CA 4 Unclear None Yes Yes Unclear 20 ft from a door or window o
depends on property . '|0-50 ft depending on # of 0 birds allowed @ 15 ft; 4 birds allowed @ 20
San Jose, CA line only <4 mo. Old Yes for 6+ Yes Unclear Unclear birds f;25birds @50t
1 addt'l chicken m.m_‘ 1,000 sq ft of property
|Seattle, WA 3 Unclear Unclear Unclear Yes Unclear 10 ft from property line above minimum
c&.&:m permit required for coop, on trial
mocﬁ_‘. Portland, ME 6 No $25/yr Yes Yes Unclear Yes period - only 20 permits allowed to be issued
Spokane, WA 1 per 2,000 sq.ft. Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear |90 ft from property line Chickens allowed in multi-family zones
St. Louis, MO 4 ,.z::oﬁ permit Unclear $40 for 4+ Unclear Unclear Unclear Unclear
Topeka, KS unclear Unclear Unclear Yes. Yes Unclear |50 ft from neighbors home

Source: Various; Ft. Collins, Colorado City Council report
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" Dear Neighbors,
We have Chickens!

: Multnomah County requires us to notify all our neighbors within 150 ft. of our property
line that we will be raising backyard chickens for eggs and pets.

As roosters are not allowed in Multnomah County, you will never, ever hear a crow.
We have hens only. Most likely you will never hear our chickens other than some
pleasant clucking and purring every so often. In fact | think we will all agree that
barking dogs are way more annoying! ©

Our chickens will be-housed in a 4x4 foot fully insulated coop. The run is attached and
is 15 feet long.and will have 2" hardware galvanized metal mesh surrounding the coop
and buried into the ground one foot to keep out predators They will never free range
5o escape will be impossible. You will never see them wandering around the
neighborhood! We have a 6’ fence around our house so noise should be a non- issue.

If you should wish to visit our girls, you are welcome to of course! Provided that we
are home. And if you are feeling like it, you may donate your vegetable scraps to us
provided that they are organic only and free of toxins and pesticides ( round up, weed
be gone, slug bait, etc.) in turn when our hens start laying eggs, | will give you some
fresh organic eggs.!!! What a deal! © They are only four months old so they will not

© begin laying eggs till around six months old.

Finally, this is notification only about our chickens, not requesting permission. | would
like to ask that if you ever have a problem with our girls , please call me first before
the county and we can resolve it without getting the county involved. But they are
quiet, in fact, | bet you have not éven noticed them yet! ©

Finally, let me introducé our lovely hens......

Mabel. Sweet hen, delicate, clucks when picked up. Also a Buff Orpington.
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Alice. Sweet, interested in what the other hens are doing.. an Americana easter egg
chicken.

Martha. Flighty yet sweet. She is an Americana also known as an easter egger. She lays
easter egg colored eggs...ie: teal blue, green, pink, etc.

Finally.......

Betsy. Sweet and slightly dumb. Or shall we say quizzical? She is an amazing Buff
Cochin. She has feathers on her feet as well. She is stunning to look at and very docile.
They are not incredibly great layers but when they do the eggs are light cream

colored.

So that is all of the girls! Hens are completely legal in Portland, you just have to
permit them.

Let us know if you have any questions! We are now a part of the wonderful community
of backyard chicken owners in Portland! 1,000 strong and growing!!!

Thanks,
Jennifer Fox

The Fox Family,
- 7213 N Westanna Ave

503.289.1370
971.207.6196
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Mariel Platt .

From: Manon Gaudreau [manon8@cox.net]

Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2010 8:56 AM

To: Mariel Platt

Subject: ' Re: Valley-Victory-Gardeners Discussion on chickens-in-town
Mariel,

I am in favor of chickens-in-town. I would like to see a copy of the ordinance and give you feedback.

Manon Gaudreau
manon8 @cox.net
Valley Victory Gardeners

hitp://aroups.google.com/group/valley-victory-gardeners?hi=en

On 24-Mar-10, at 8:33 AM, makeitgreen wrote:

The "question of chickens" in Hailey is coming up to city council
again on April 12th. The ordinance allowing chickens was voted down
last summer as council members felt felt that the ordinance did not do
enough to protect neighbors from the nuisance of noise, loose
chickens, and chicken manure/ pellets/ whatever you call it.

When there is no ordinance on the books allowing chickens, they are
illegal to own within city limits. As I know several homeowners in
Hailey have owned chickens successfully and no neighbors have ever
called in to complain, I think that chickens can successfully be

raised in the city. However, I don't know enough about them and the
people writing the ordinance and voting on it don't have first hand
experience:

IF you are interested at all in legalizing chickens within city

limits, it would be worthwhile writing mariel platt at city hall
(mariel.platt@haileycityhall.org) to see a copy of the ordinance and

. make any suggestions you might have to make it more palatable to the

council. Or just write in support of the ordinance to as many council

members as possible. If chickens are being successfully raised here

(and in Portland and in Seattle) it would be silly to continue to make

it illegal and it would be beneficial to make the ordinance clear so

that chickens do not become a nuisance in the future. _

WRITE BEFORE APRIL 12TH OR ATTEND THE MEETING AT 6 PM. (SOME PARTS OF
THE MEETING START AT 5:30 BUT I THINK 6;00 IS USUALLY EARLY ENOUGH TO
GET THERE FOR ORDINANCE CHANGES)
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Mariel Platt

From: Sunny Grant [sunnygrant@mindspring.com]
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2009 10:24 PM

To: Carol Brown

Cc: Mariel Platt ‘
Subject: RE: Support the “Chicken Ordinance"
Carol,

I am not surprised at Council's concern, although.I am personally more concerned about whaT happened if a loose
dog got someone's chicken(s). But I hate loose dogs, so that would likely be my concern.

Since you would not allow roosters, I'm not sure there would be any more problem with chickens under a neighbor's
bedroom window than a neighbor's barking dog anywhere in the neighborhood.

I would, however, be just as concerned about someone not keeping the chicken coop clean and sanitary as someone
not picking up after their dog. '

T suppose there might also be a concern about someone shooting wildlife (fox, coyote, etc.) that was raiding-the-
chicken coop.

I understand you can actually keep chickens (not bantams, which can fly) loose in a fenced backyard with h’rﬂe
problem, but I would have to keep my chickens in a coop because I have fwo dogs that will no deubt chase

them within the confines of my fenced backyard. MY goal is to have a "chicken tractor" - a coop on wheels (Melinda
Springs - the Sustainability Center - calls it"a chicken coupe) that can be moved over the veggie garden. The-
chickens "till" around in the dirt, eat the bugs and fer'flllze the garden.. a win-win situation. Better ye’r I'd love o
keep my chickens in a greenhouse. : .
There are a lot of urban cities that now allow backyard chickens, so I'm sure your sTaff will be able o fmd some
good ordinance guidance. Perhaps you could include chickens in your pet or dog ordinance, since I would fh/nk they
would be very similar situations with very similar in probletns. o

T will probably not be able to attend your July meefing because I will again be The recording secretary aT ai; A
Ketchum meeting, but please use and/or share or read my letter as you see fit; and let me know if there's anyfhmg
else I can do to further the cause.

Thanks again!

Sunny Grant

From: Carol Brown [mailto:carol.brown@haileycityhall.org]
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2009 10:02 PM

To: sunnygrant@mindspring.com

Cc: Mariel Platt

Subject: RE: Support the "Chicken Ordinance"

Hi Sunny,

We had our first discussions of all the ordinance changes tonight. On the issues of chlckens, as a Council we were
somewhat split. From our Council deliberation, there was the concern that if chickens were a permitted use, if there was
a problem with someone's chickens, there was no way to deal with it because the use is automatlcally approved. Its
almost impossible to enforce a nuisance complaint. For example, as Councilmember Haemmerle said, what'is to

prevent a chicken owner from placing a chicken coop right adjacent to the neighbor's bedroom window? So we
struggled with ways to address how enforcement could occur should a problem occur, Since this is a new use, we want
to be cautious. Initially it was suggested that a conditional use permit be the method - - but a conditional use.

permit costs $400 and no one.will raise 5 chickens under those circumstances! We asked staff to do some more research
on the enforcement subject with other cities. I'd say conceptually we are willing to consider chickens if we can address
some of these issues, but we are somewhat split. I am certainly willing to move forward with some reasonabie
conditions. We continued this ordinance hearing (which includes the chickens) to the July meetmg That was our next
available agenda that had an opening. So, no resolution tonight on the chickens.

1
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I'm copying Mariel Platt, our city planner with this e-mail. Although this is not a site specific application, I still want my
comments to you to be part of the public record. Carol

Carol Brown - Hailey City Council (208) 788-4221
All messages sent and received from this mailbox are part of the public record

From: Sunny Grant [sunnygrant@mindspring.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 4:09 PM

To: Carol Brown -
Subject: RE: Support the “Chicken Ordinance"

‘Carol, .

T do hope you'll send me a copy of your comments after the meeting. I'll be taking minutes of the Ketchum Council
meeting, or I'd be in Hailey to hear all the “chicken" commenfts.

Again, thanks very much for serving all of usas a Councilmember. Since I'm at all the Ketchum meetings, I know
what a beating you all can take. ' :

Most sincerely,

Sunny

You can’t stay young
forever, but you
- can be immature
for the rest
of your life..

From: Carol Brown [mailto:carol.brown@haileycityhall.org]
, Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2005 3:11 PM -

To: sunnygrant@mindspring.com

Cc: Beth Robrahn; Mariel Platt

Subject: RE: Support the "Chicken Ordinance"

Hi Sunny,

Thanks for taking the time to write about this proposed ordinance. I'm copying our city planners with my response so
“they can make your comments part of the record. I don't comment on active applications via e-mail, but save

my thoughts for the public meetings where everyone can hear my deliberation. However, I did want to acknowledge
your e-mail and your point of view. Kind Regards, Carol

Carol Brown - Hailey City Council (208) 788-4221
All messages sent and received from this mailbox are part of the public record
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June 8, 2009

Ciiy of Hailey
Hailey City Council s
VIAFACSIMILE 78522 %0/

RE: PH 266

Dear Mayor Davis and Council Members:

In my absence [ am writing to express my support for the City Text amendments o zoning ordinance
number 533 211.

Most importantly, I support allowing ADU’s in the LR zoning which will serve to promote density in the
city core, encourage walking, community connection and reduce negative environmental impacts.
Additionally, I support allowing chickeris and solar equipment in town because it adds ) BhT oW Saidhe
character as well as a sense of sustainability and concern for the environment.

Sincerely,

Jamie, Kristen, Charlie and Andy Coulter
320 West Cedar Street
Hailey, ID 83333
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Rick Davis

From: Carmz Angelo [cangelo@co.blaine.ic.us]
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2008 8:23 AM

To: rdavis@sunvalleytitie.com

Subject: Appeal & nessible ordianance

Rick:

Per your request, | am forwarding this e-mail to you to let you know that | am very much against the possible
ordiance of homeowners within the city limits of Hailey to have chickens. | have a neighbor that can not even
keep her dog fenced and inquirad if we knew of anybody who had chickens for sale as she wanted to buy 3. | feel
that if this ordiance is passed, people like her wouid get chickens and not keep them pinned up. |lived on a farm
for many years and know what it takes to raise them and they are a mess. If people would like to raise farm
animals, they need to buy enough fand to raise them. :

Thank you,

Carma Angelo

3040 Beaverbook Dr.
Hailey, ldaho

SK-\AN\CS | K’_’*"C“ NSy o
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Mariel Platt

From: Sunny Grant [sunnygrant@mindspring.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 1:51 PM

To: Mariel Platt

‘Subject: FW: Support the "Chicken Ordinance"
Mariel,

I just wanted you fo know I senf the following email. I think Beth Robrahn may have gotten the ball rolling on this
one, and many thanks to her and you as well.
Sunny

From: Sunny Grant [ma’ilto:‘su‘nn'yg‘rant@mindsp’ring.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 1:00 PM : o A ‘
To: 'Mayor Rick Davis'; 'carol.brown@haileycityhall.org’; ‘burkefamily203@cox.net’; 'don.keirn@haileycityhall.org’;
'fritz.haemmerle@haileycityhall.org’; ‘heather.dawson@haileycityhall.org'

Subject: Support the "Chicken Ordinance”

Mayor and Councilmembers: _

| can't be at the June 8 Hailey City Council meeting, but I want to fully support the Hailey “Chicken Ordinance” and all its
sustainable amendments. ~

-Our community and our country has to return to “local living” if we are to survive and thrive in good health. The food, water
and air that sustains our bodies needs to be brought back to nutritious and organic—free of pollutants, chemicals and
toxins ... and we should know where it comes from. It's pretty neat to interact with the people who actually grow, harvest
and handle your daily bread. ’ o ; ) '

If we become more personally responsible for providing our own energy resources, such as backyard wind, rooftop solar
and geothermal heat pumps, we might begin to be more responsible for their usage, and might even think twice before we
waste and squander them. It's easy to drive around the block (instead of biking or walking) when it's someone else’s
backyard that is being dug up to provide fuel for your car.

Let's empower local creative people (and our community appointed and elected leaders) to think creative ideas with
community gardens, drought tolerant landscaping, energy efficient building design, alternative energy resources, and
affordable community housing; and encourage mentoring/apprentice relationships within the community.

We in Idaho, and right here in Hailey, are truly blessed to be living in @ more rural area where these things are quite
possible. Let's make it legal and encourage local living creativity.

| would also ask the City of Hailey to support the local organization, Community Rising, whose goal is to promote local
living, and perhaps a transition town initiative for Hailey.

Thank you very much for serving all of us as Mayor and Council!

Sunny Grant

3761 Glenbrook

Hailey

1
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Mariel Platt

From: Jason Mcilhaney [jasonmcilhaney@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 2:30 PM

To: Mariel Platt

Subject: Amendments

Mariel,

I would like to offer support in favor of all ordinance amendments currently proposed that promote more
sustainable living practices within the City of Hailey. It should be obvious that in our climate drought tolerant
and native landscaping should not only be accepted, but promoted in every way possible. Striving for better
building practices and efficiencies beyond the "bare minimum" that current building codes require should be
something that our community champions. We should also embrace the use of alternative energy and promote
generation at the single family home scale in the form of wind, solar, and geothermal. We should continue to
work at infilling empty lots and increasing density within the current City limits rather than promoting sprawl
by incorporating agricultural land that surrounds the City. We should strive to make ADU's and mixed use
development the norm, rather than the exception.

Again, please help us make the City of Hailey a leader when it comes to sustainable pracuces and an example to
small communities everywhere.

Thanks,

Jason Mcllhaney
1011 Antelope
Hailey, ID

83333
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Becky Mead ‘ , : Lo

&
From: sue p [sue99p@cox.net] ) v &§ ‘
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2009 11:02 AM . o
To: becky.mead@haileycityhall.org

Subject: <no subject>

Hi Beth, I didn't see a place on your website to comment to the P and Z Commission, so [ will just tell you that

[ am very much in favor of the proposals put forth by the Sustainable Committee. We need to move forwaid

with these changes ih landscaping, power production, affordable housing (accessory apartments) and so on--

evEmssiickenl Great idea-- please pass my enclorsement on to the Commission, thanks, Sue Petersen

1
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Mariel Platt

From: | Jeffrey [izziej@mac.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 11, 2008 9:20 PM
To: Mariel. Ptatt@Haileycityhall.org

Subject: ' new ordinances

To: Hailey City Planners and the City Council

I'm very excited about the four new ordinances coming before the Hailey city council
concerning a more sustainable community. I strongly support the city's efforts to create a
more energy independent community as well as a more self supporting food system.

Thank you for your efforts in these areas.
Elizabeth Jeffrey :
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" RECEIVED

February 6, 2009

City of Hailey

Attn: City Council

115 S. Main Street, Suite H
Hailey, Idaho 83333

Dear City Council:

We are long time Hailey residents and we noticed the article in the newspaper last week
about chickens being allowed in the city limits. We simply want to have our voice on
record that we agree with the idea of allowing chickens in town. Encouraging locals to
plant vegetable gardens and raise chickens for eggs makes so much sense in these times.
These are valuable practices that were common when Hailey became a town and should
be reintroduced into our modern lives so that people can once again learn how to produce
some of the food they require and teach these things to their children.

Please consider these thoughts when making your decisions.

Sincerely,

% W
) CV—\WI_———\

Bob and Debbie Commons : -

111 3" Ave. South

Hailey, Idaho 83333

788-4687
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Rick Davis

From: fhalverson@powereng.com

'Sent:  Thursday, February 05, 2009 10:00 AM
To: rdavis@sunvalleytitie.com
Subject: RE: ARTICLE

Rick,

My thoughts for what they are worth. '

Eor starters, my wife Marcia thinks itis great and is ready to go get her chickens — she wanted me to tell you
that. ' : .

 also think this is OK — you probably need to have some words in the ordinance to be able to enforce nuisance,
cleanliness and noise complaints, should they occur, but | think it would be fine to have a few chickens if you '
wanted and raise your own eggs. The city could probably get a little mileage out of it in terms of green

initiatives and PR for this type of ordinance and behavior when it is politically popular to act and behave
“green”.

On another issue — how is the staff doing at documenting and defining the city processes and procedures? He
last time | saw Beth R. | asked her and | had the impression that things had sort of come to a standstill and not

much was happening. | had volunteered to come look over the progress and was sort of told that | should not
do that. ‘

You might ask a few questions and ask to see how they are doing. | do believe this will help the city and earnita
reputation of being more “user friendly” to its’ customers.

Frank .

Frank D Halverson, PE

VP and Direclor

Power Engineers, Inc

PO Box 1066 )

Hailey, 1D 83333

Direct; Dial 208-788-0449

Cell: 208-309-3449

e-mail; fh{alverson@powerenq.com

From: Rick Davis [mailto:rdavis@sunvalleytitie.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:19 PM :

To: Tony Evans; Lisa Horowitz; Will Huxford; April Macleod; Rob Thomas; Kim Garvin; Peter Lobb; Teresa
Beahan; Frank Halverson 3449; Jay Cone; Pete Kramer; Chauncey McGraw; Jim. Spinelli; JULIE EVANS; Brian
Bothwell; Marty Flannes

Subject: ARTICLE

Good Aﬁernoén all.

You should have seen in today Mt. Express an article about allowing chickens to be raised (3) at residences in
Hailey for the purpose of having eggs.
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Rick Davis

From: Jim Spinelii [info@haileyidaho.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 05, 2009 7:55 AM
To: 'Rick Davis'

Subject: RE: ARTICLE - Chickens

Rick: The only concern | would have is the noise they make. Do we have an ordinance about barking dogs? If
not, | wouldn't care, other than the limit to how many they can have.

Fim Spinelli

Executive Director

Hailey Chamber of Commerce
@0 Box 100

Hailey, ID 83333

®H  (208) 788-3484
FAX (208)578-1595
't(Wﬁg.i&:yz’z[;l[m. comt

From: Rick Davis [mailto:rdavis@sdnvall'eytitle.co'm]

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:19 PM : . .

To: Tony Evans; Lisa Horowitz; Will Huxford; April Macleod; Rob Thomas; Kim Garvin; Peter Lobb; Teresa
Beahan; Frank Halvorsen; Jay Cone; Pete Kramer; Chauncey McGraw; Jim. Spinelli; JULIE EVANS; Brian Bothwell;
Marty Flannes . . S

Subject: ARTICLE

Good Afternoon all.

You should have seen in today Mt. Express an article about allowing chickens to be raised (3) at residences in
Hailey for the purpose of having eggs. :

| know it sounds funny but PandZ is serious about it. | have one caller who said it is faughable and dl)esn’t want
his neighbors to have chickens. ' ‘ R

Yout thoughts please.

Client Relations

Sun Valley Title Company
208.727.7728

800.488.9341

208.726.9341
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Rick Davis

From: bothwell homes {bothwelthomas@msn.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 05, 2008 7:31 AM

To: Rick Davis

Subject: Re: ARTICLE

Rick,
How can we stop the hailey "save the chickens" campaign?
Brian

-—- Qriginal Message ---—
From: Rick Davis

To: Tony Evans ; Lisa Horowitz ; Will Huxford ; April Macleod ; Rob Thomas : Kim Garvin ; Peter Lobb ;
Teresa Beahan ; Frank Halvorsen ; Jay. Cone ; Pete Kramer ; Chaungey McGraw  Jim.. Spinelli ; JULIE
EVANS ; Brian Bothwsl| ; Marty Flanoes ‘

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:19 PM

Subject: ARTICLE :

Good Afternoon all.

You should have seen in today Mt. Express an article about allowing chickens to be raiséd (3) at residences in
Hailey for the purpose of having eggs. .

| know it sounds funny but PandZ is serious about it. | have ore caller who said it is laughable and doesn't
want his neighbors to have chickens. : - '

Your thoughts please.

Rick

Rick Davis
Client Relations

Sun Valley Title Company
208.727.7728
800.488.9341
208.726.9341
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Rick Davis

From: JULIE EVANS [evans_wiethorn@msn.com)
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2008 8:58 PM
To: Rick Davis

. Subject: RE: ARTICLE

I am leaning toward the chickens, however would like to hear both sides.
Let me see the article first. ’
Jutie

Julie K. Evans

Commercial & Residential Services
Momentum Real Estate.

Tel. (208)-309-1901

Fax. (208) 955-5888

From: rdaws@sunvalleytltle com

To: tevans@mtexpress.com; lisa@lhlanduse.com; huxserv@sunvalley.net; amacleod@bcrd org,
liftmech@cox.nat; kasgarvm@aol com; plobb@msn com; teresa@woodriverymca.org;
fhalverson@powereng.com; Jcone@JayconearChltecture com; PK@flyfma.com;
chaunceymcgraw@yahoo.com; info@haileyidaho.com; evans WIetHorn@msn com;
bothwellhomes@msn.com; martm@ﬂannes net

Subject: ARTICLE

Date: Wed, 4 Feb 2009 16:19:09 -0700

Good Afternoon all.

You should have seen in today Mt. Express an article about allowing chickens to be raised (3) at residences in Hailey
for the purpose of having eggs. ’

| know it sounds funny but PandZ is serious about it. | have one caller who said it is laughable and doesn’t want his
neighbors to have chickens.

Your thoughts please.

Rick

Rick Davis

Client Relations

Sun Valley Title Company
208.727.7728

800.488.9341

208.726.9341
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Rick Davis

From: lisah [lisa@lhlanduse.com] ,
Sent:  Wadnesday, February 04, 2008 8:51 PM
To: '‘Rick Davis'

Subject: RE: ARTICLE

| think it is fine! Lets still be a small town while we can- it won't last forever. As long as there is a complaint
and remedy process if it gets out of hand, | say lets try it. We c¢an always get suburban (and urban) later
down the road!

One of the problems‘ with land use planning is.get'ting too uptight about things. It leads to the blandness of
over-planned communities, fike some of the places in Arizona. 1think z little bit of expression and
uniqueness is good. :

Lisa

Lisa Horowits

LH Land Use Consulting
P.0. Box 3380
Ketehum, ID 83340
208-928-6126

note new cell: 208-727-7097

From: Rick Davis [mailto:rdavis@sunvalleytitie.com]

Sent; Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:19 PM ) ; : .

To: Tony Evans; Lisa Horowitz; Will Huxford; April Macleod; Rob Thomas; Kim Garvin; Peter Lobb; Teresa Beahan;
Frank Halvorsen; Jay Cone; Pete Kramer; Chauncey McGraw; Jim. Spinelli; JULIE EVANS; Brian Bothwell; Marty
Flannes : e s

Subject: ARTICLE

Good Af{ernoon all.

You should have seen in today Mt. Express an article about allowing chickens to be raised (3; at residences in Hailey
for the purpose of having eggs.

| know it sounds funny but PandZ is serious about it. 1 have one callerwho said it is laughable and doesn't want his
neighbars to have chickens.

Your thoughts please.

Rick

Rick Davis
Client Relations

Sun Valley Title Company
208.727.7728

800.488.9341

208.726.9341

210/2000
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Rick Davis

From: Lifimech [liftmech@cox.net]

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 5:48 PM
To: Rick Davis

Subject: Re: ARTICLE

Rick | asked a few more folks and havent found one that likes to think of chickens next door. Most agree with me
its invasion of your neigbors rights to have the stink of chickens next door.

Sincerely :

Robb

- Qriginal Message -----
From: Rick Davis :
To: Tonv Evans ; Lisa Horowitz ; Will Huxford ; April Maclead : Rob Thomas ; Kim Garvin ; Peter Lobb ; Teresa
Beahan : Frark Halvorsen ; Jay Cone ; Pete Kramer ; Chauncey McGraw ; Jim. Spinelli ; JULIE EVANS ; Brian
‘Bothwell ; Marty Flannes

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:18 PM

Subject: ARTICLE "

Good Afternoon all.

You should have seen intoday Mt: Express an article about allowing chickens to be raiseén(B) at residences in*"”
Hailey for the purpose of having eggs.

| know it sounds funny but PandZ is serious about it. | have one caller who said it is laughable and doesn't wahf
his neighbors to have chickens. ' .

Your thoughts please.

Rick

Client Relations

Sun Valley Title Company
208.727.7728
800.488.9341

208.726.9341

2/10/2009 _ ' -146-
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Rick Davis

From: Jay W.Cone [[cone@jayconearchitecture.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 5:04 PM

To: 'Rick Davis'

Subject: RE: ARTICLE

Rick,

[ was at the P and Z meeting when the new ordinance was presented. It took me a few minutes to understand
that it was a serious effort to provide citizens the opportunity to save money and a “green * alternative to mass
produced eggs. The main questions during the meeting focused on the actual location of the coop. Many
expressed concern that it should not be allowed right on the property line. | would agree with that. A certain
distance is necessary to help minimize smell and other conflicts. Limiting coops to three chickens and prohibiting
roosters are both very important to reduce smell and noise and something | think is essential to the ordinance.

| was surprised to hear that the chickens would not be limited to the coop. The thought of free-ranging chickens
seems a little troubling. Conflicts are inevitabfe with cars and dogs etc. If it is unreasonable or inhumane to
restrict chickens to the coop | feel there should be an associated fence required in the ordinance. -

Thanks for aski‘né. Jay .

Jay Cone : ‘ _
Jay Cone Architecture PC AIA

. 651 El Dorado Lane

Hailey, ID 83333

(office) 208.578.5226

(fax) 208.578.5226

‘From: Rick Davis [mailto:rdavis@sunvalleytitie.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:19 PM

To: Tony Evans; Lisa Horowitz; Will Huxford; April Macleod; Rob Thomas; Kim Garvin; Peter Lobb; Teresa

. Beahan: Frank Halvorsen; Jay Cone; Pete Kramer; Chauncey McGraw; Jim. Spinelli; JULIE EVANS; Brian Bothwell;
Marty Flannes ' '

Subject: ARTICLE
Good Afternoon all.

You should have seen in today Mt. Express an article about allowing chickens to be raised (3) at residences in
Hailey for the purpose of having eggs. ‘ :

| know it sounds funny but PandZ is serious about it. | have one caller who said it is laughable and doesn't want
his neighbors to have chickens.

Y.our thoughts please.

Rick
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Rick Davis

From: Pete Kramer [pk@flyfma.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:41 PM

To: 'Rick Davis'

Subject: RE: ARTICLE
Rick:
Pretty funny. As the Airport continues if's ongoing efforts at sustainability and we continue to research potenital
implementations of energy and environmentally efficient improvements, I'm thinking there are many, many other
avenues we citizens of Hailey can pursue before we start considering the urban argonomics of chickens in our

yards...I'd 'prefer to work on more universally accessible and appealing sustainability and energy improvements. -

The chicken thing kind of reminds me of some of the hairbrained Federal Government research projects that get: -
funded and we hear about on Jay Leno:.... . : . ‘ R ‘

Pete |

From: Rick Davis [mailto:rdavis@sunvalleytitie.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:19 PM '

To: Tony Evans; Lisa Horowitz; Will Huxford; April Macleod; Rob Thomas; Kim Garvin; Peter Lobb; Teresa
Beahan; Frank Halvorsen; Jay Cone; Pete Kramer; Chauncey McGraw; Jim. Spinelli; JULIE EVANS; Brian Bothwell;
Marty Flannes : _

Subject: ARTICLE

Good Afternoon all.

‘You should have seen in today Mt. Express an article about allowing chickens to be raised (3) at res'idenfcejs'ih '
Hailey for the purpose of having eggs. . S

| know it soufds funny but PandZ is serious about it. | have one caller who said it is laughable and doesn’t want
his neighbors to have chickens. S

Your thoughts please.

Rick

Rick Davis
Client Relations

Sun Valley Title Company
208.727.7728 ‘
800.488.9341

208.726.9341

2/10/2009 . -148-
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Rick Davis

From: Pete Kramer [pk@flyfma.com]

Sent:  Wednesday, February 04, 2009 5:13 PM
To: ‘Rick Davis'

Subject: RE: ARTICLE

A few more thoughts:

Our animal control people will go crazy fielding calls about cats and dogs in other people's yards
We have nuisance pet ordinances already for barking dogs...what about crowing chickens”?
People will need chicken coops. Will the building department just love that?

Why not teach people how to develop small garden plots...what they can grow in our climate/growing season, and

how to go about it. | think alot more people are likely to garden more, than raise chickens. You think we have
alot of foxes and skunks in Hailey now...just wait! ‘

From: Rick Davis [mailto:rdavis@sunvalleytitlé.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:19 PM - . o :
To: Tony Evans; Lisa Horowitz; Will Huxford: April Macleod; Rob Thomas; Kim Garvin; Peter Lobb; Teresa

Beahan: Frank Halvorsen; Jay Cone; Pete Kramer; Chauncey McGraw; Jim. Spinelli; JULLE EVANS; Brian Bothwell;
Marty Flannes : .

Subject: ARTICLE
Good Aﬁern}oon all.

You should have seen in today Mt. Express an aricle about allowing chickens to be raised (3) at residences in
Hailey for the purpose Qf having eggs. Co '

{ know it sounds funny but PandZ is serious about it. | have one caller who said it is jaughable and doesn't want
his neighbors to have chickens. ' ‘ :

Your thoughts please.

Rick

Rick Davis
Client Relations

Sun Valley Title Company
208.727.7728

800.488.9341

208.726.9341
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CITIZENS for

SMART
GROWTH

advocating for vibrant communities in balance with nature

January 20, 2009

Hailey Planning & Zoning Commission
¢/o Mariel Platt, Planner

115 S. Main Street, Suite H

Hailey, ID 83333

Dear Planning & Zoning Commission:

| am writing in support of the city initiated text amendments the commission is scheduled to review this
evening. B

The staff report states that the proposed amendments to various zoning district articles are an attempt
to use Hailey’s Zoning Ordinance “as a tool to increasing the sustainability within the City of Hailey and
beyond.” This is a worthwhile endeavor. Hailey is @ leader in the Valley for its efforts in climate
protection. These amendments could help pave the way for other jurisdictions in Blaine County to adopt
similar policies that protect our environment and help ensure the sustainability of our communities.

The proposed amendments to various zoning districts could help the city reduce energy consumption
and its carbon footprint by empowering and providing guidance for individual citizens to utilize

alternative energy sources, specifically solar panels and small wind energy systems=Allowing-a-limited
perrber et eHiERERE Perlotawithi taindistricts:could:alsosprovidereside reedt
home.thatsis freg BF the e “Grd social-issues.assogiated-with:

stransportation:ofpoultry.and-eggs:

Eliminating the minimum lot size requirements for accessory dwelling units would help promote
increased density and infill in the city as we concern ourselves with projected growth, associated
dnhexations and the possibility of sprawl. it would also provide more affordable housing options within
city boundaries. ' ' o

The city iritiated text amendment to Article 6A, Design Review of the Hailey Zoning Ordinance No. 532,
seeks to prohibit non-residential and multi-family applications from using non-drought tolerant plants in
their landscaping. In a region with limited water resources and concerns about how continued
population growth will effect the availability of water for future generations, this seems like a very logical
amendment. In a world where energy resources are limited, it also seems logical to work to increase
energy efficiency in buildings through design and technologies.

| will not be in attendance at tonight's meeting, but ask that you accept these written comments, noting
o © .. thatCitizens for Smart Growth is generally in favor of these amendments to promote sustainability. |

Vanessa Crossgrove Fry look forward to following the amendments through the public process and learning more about the

‘ commission and public’s perspective.

Kristen Olenick | am attaching a fact sheet about our organization that will provide more information about the:work we
do at Citizens for Smart Growth.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,

Kelly Jackson
Director of Outreach & Communication

Phone: 208.788.8813 =+ Fax: -150 _ 16 +« 113 East Bullion Street, Suite C, Hailey, 1D 83333
v . e Nsforsmartgrowth.org



1530 Second Avenue North
Hailey, ID 83333
Tel: 208 720-9673

RECEIVED
NOV 14 2003
Beth Robrahn
Planning Department [, T
City Of Hailey ’ Shmocevessasmannes
115 Main Street
Hailey, ID 83333 10 November 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

Recently, I have been spending much of my time investigating the ways that I
can become more self sufficient. Besides growing my own fruit and vegetables -
I would like to be able to supply my family with fresh eggs. I live on half an
acre in Northridge and would ideally like to have five chickens (three would be
a minimum for a family of four).

1 have been reading many articles and understand that Seattle and Portland arev
looking into the possibilities of allowing people to have a small number of
pouliry on their own land. 1 hope the City of Hailey will look favorably at
introducing a change to the ordinance to allow for chickens within the City.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours fatihfully

Ao Z L

Maxine L Gilchrist (Mrs)
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To all city off1c1als of Hailey...

[ wish to thank all of you for the time, effort and open-mindedness that you are all
giving to the proposed changes in conditional uses for our town. [ know it must be
very difficult. There are many differing opinions, and many who do not want change
in any form, and will fight to keep Hailey as they believe it should be preserved. |
respect those opinions, as I'm sure you do also. Our town is beautiful, and fear of
change is strong. But the fact is that nothing does stay the same. Change is constant.
It cannot be stopped. It can, however, be directed in ways that cause the least harm -
and provide the most benefit for the majority of people. :

This is a huge time of change, which is likely to get much more difficult. Al of us are
going to be struggling to maintain lifestyles that may no longer be possible: Some of
us are going to be struggling simply to survive. We are going to have to help each
other, and we are going to rieed help from you to make the changes necessary to
allow us stay in our homes and our town and learn new ways of living.

This is personal for me. Many years ago I began to plan for the time when I would no
longer be able to work full time and would have to find a way to make my home and
property work for me so I would be able to remain here, where [ have family and
have lived for so long. I planned on plumbing my otherwise finished small studio on
my property for use either by a family member, a rental, or by myself while renting
my home for income.  waited, as Ray Hyde suggested I do, until Hailey was metered
and I could avoid some of the high connecting fees and connect to water in my own
yard. And then, during the negotiations over the ‘James Reed amendment’, the lot
size for an ADU was changed to 6600 sq. ft. My lot is 6480. My neighbors encouraged
me to apply for a variance, which they would be happy to sign. [ was told there
would be no variances. My neighbor offered to sell me enough property to meet that
requirement. Now the ruling is 7000 sq. ft. . It’s sad to me that I have lived here for so
long, have paid taxes and given in many ways to this community I love, and will not
be able to remain. But it’s even sadder that there are many more who may now find
themselves in the same situation.

So even though this will not help me, I encourage you to please continue to consider
ways for the people of Hailey to live during the hard times that may be ahead. The
things many fight against on principle - higher density, solar and wind power
installations, more appropriate and less impacting landscaping, and, yes, even
chickens - in other words CHANGE - we may find we all may need to survive.

Thar}k you for reaching ahead to possibilities that will serve us all.

d !
/

/ ’/‘n/ // /i‘, // ‘/‘
O (/( (/L/ VAR AN é[/ lﬁ/‘// (‘ék,\

Mary Ann Wuebker, Hailey
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NEW YORKER

ONLINE

POPULAR CHRONICLES

THE IT BIRD

The return of the back-yard chicken.

BY SUSAN ORLEAN

WATCH
Susan Orlean at home
with her chickens

A slide show of paintings

|

f I had never seen Janet Bonney
reénact the mouth-to-beak resuscita-
tion of her hen Number Seven, who had
been frozen solid in a noreaster, then
was thawed and nursed back to life—be-

. ing hand-fed and massaged as she

watched doctor shows on TV—I might
never have become a chicken person.
Bura few years ago I happened to watch
a documentary called “The Natural His-
tory of the Chicken,” which opens with
the story of Bonney and Number Seven,
and for the first time the thought of

. owning chickens entered my mind. I
i had watched the film with no preéxist-

ing chicken condition. But seeing Num-

i . ber Seven’s resurrection, followed by
by K?mdeky | beauty shots of exotic hens, and seg-
Richard Brody’s . ments about small back-yard flocks, I

DVD of the Week

HEAR
Adam Gopnik on the
Dreyfus affair -

Marisa Silver reads a

THE NEW YORKER, SEPTEMBER 28. 2009

suddenly found myself wanting chick-
ens, and wanting them with an urgency
that exceeded even my mad adolescent

. desire to have a pony. At first, I thought

this chicken fixation was a phase that I
alone was going through, but it turns out
that right now, across the country and
beyond, there is a surging passion for

. raising the birds. Chickens seem to be a

perfect convergence of the economic,

in my life.
On a Venn diagram plotting the in-
terest in chicken ownership and circum-

~ stance related to age, gender, acreage,
i appetite, and aesthedc tolerance, I would
' land in that pitch-dark center where all
- the sets overlap. Even now, two years
" into my chicken stewardship, this is a big

surprise to me. [ am an animal fancier,

but fur-bearing has always been my type:

=153~

1 had never wanted a bird. When I left
Manhattan a few years ago and moved 4
hundred miles north to a house with
land and animal-friendly zoning, the
first creature I planned on getting was 2
horse, later downgraded to a donkey. 1
did fleetingly consider a duck, because I
had seen some at my neighbor’s house

and thought they were darling. Butwe

By the time I saw “The Natural His-
tory of the Chicken,” however, some-
thing had been stirring in the poultry
world for a while. In 1982, Martha
Stewart published her first book, “En-
tertaining,” which featured her flock of
rare-breed chickens and their pretty
pastel-colored eggs. The photographs of
Stewart with the flock were a revelation.
For the previous forty years or 5o, chicken

Peter Tayl or story ‘ epvironmental, gastrqngmic, and emo-
‘ : | | tional matters of the mioment, plus, in
' | ; the past few years, they have undergone
| an image rehabilitation so astonishin
READ ! that it %hould be studied by market'mi
Blogs by Steve Coll, \\ " consultants. Now that T actually have didn’t have a pond, and the idea of get-
George Packer, : " chickens—seven, at last count, but that  ting ducks and ‘thex.'l h.:w'mg their water
. ' number, because of predators, is disturb-  source bea plastic kiddie pool from Toys
- Amy Davidson, K ingly variable—TI am the object of more  “R” Us seemed to undermine the rustic-
and more 1\ ! pure envy than I have ever experienced ity of the experience.
|
!
_J
|

RALPH STEADMAN



farming had been viewed as a lowly pro-
fession, stuck in the netherworld be-
rween the high-stakes cattle business
and the matter-of-fact farming of crops,
and factory-raised chickens seemed to
be the worst of both——they were almost
more plant than animal, but animal-
messy and smelly and sentient. No glam-
our attached itself to chickens. Stewart's
book went on to sell hundreds of thou-
sands of copies. Its readers were pro-
bably more interested in how to make
her Crab Apple Rosemary Jelly or,
for that matter, her Curried Walnut
Chicken than in raising a flock of their
own Araucanas and Buff Cochins, but
they couldn’t have helped noting Stew-
art’s endorsement of chicken-keeping.
Within the next few years, Stewart

launched her magazine, and often fea-
tured her chickens in Ford-model-style
head shots that made them look enno-
bled; she also introduced her first paint
collection, which was based on egg col-
ors from her flock. She made chickens
seem less like livestock and more like
useful and companionable creatures.
“All of my chickens had names, all of
them,” she said recently. “T knew all
of themn. I worried about them. T was re-
ally unhappy when anything happened
to them. For instance, I was unhappy
when my Egyptian Fayoumi hen froze
to death.” She sighed and then added,

“Tt was awful. I'll never get another
Egyptian Fayoumi again.”

Not long ago, I was in the waiting
room of my veterinarian's office with one
of my chickens, who was ailing; A red-
faced man with a lame poodlewasssitting
next to me. I had my chicken in a cat ear-
rier, and when the man leaned over to
peek at her I could tell by the look on his
face that he had expected to see a mewl-
ing kitten, He plopped back in His chair
and said to me,; “Chickens are the new
hot pet, I guess.” Well, yes and no. Until
the nineteen-fifties, it was common to
keep a few chickens around. They were

cheap and easy to raise; unlike cows or -

sheep, they were hardy and tolerant of
most weather, could subsist on table
scraps and bugs, took up little space, re-

PR e .

quired the simplest of housing, and fer-
tilized the garden while they scratched
through it. Gathering eggs was so easy
that children were often assigned to do
it; by contrast, getting milk or meat or
wool was a major production. A chicken
was a good investment. A hundred years
ago, a chick cost about fifteen cents and
a laying hen a few dollars. A hen in her
prime, which lasts two or three years,
could produce an egg every day or two in

‘the laying season, and once she stopped

laying she could be cooked. Buying
eggs year-round at a supermarket is a
relatively recent development. Commer-

=154~

cial incubators, allowing for large-scale
chicken enterprise, weren't invented
until the late eighteen-hundreds, and
they. weren't usedwidely for decades.
Even then, egg production was slow.
Until the ninéteen-thirties, when the
Department of Agriculture launched its
“poultry-improvement plan” to breed
healthier, more productive hens—and
the subsequent development of factory
farms—eggs were still available only sea-
sonally, like shad roe, and many people
kept their own chickens.

Part of what is.unusual about chickens
is that they have always been women’s
livestock: women and chickens just seem
to have a.natural harmony. The covers of
early chicken magazines, such as Every-
bodys Poultry Magazine, Poultry Success,

-and Farm Journal and Farmer's sze, fea-

tured wormen and children on sun-kissed
farmis with hens and chicks at their feet. A
book published in 1919, “A Little Journey
Among Anconds,” which extolls the An-
cona breed, features a photograph of a
lovely young woman in a crisp summer
dress, gazing adoringly at a black chicken
perched on her right hand. Small and
manageable, chickens were just an exten-
sion of a kitchen garden, and women
often sold extra eggs to make some money
of their own. In an 1893 book called
“What Can a Woman Do,” a guide for

wormnen looking for income, the suggested
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professions include lady journalist, den-
tist, poet, and hen-keeper. Beekeeping
and gardening are the only other agricul-
tural jobs on the list. The author, Martha
Louise Rayne, announces that there is
“MONEY IN EGGS,” and she recounts the
story of two “tempest-tossed and home-
less women” who set up a poultry farm
together and enjoy great success—that s,
until one of them decides to marry a male
biped, forsaking her hens and her poul-
try partner. Nevertheless, Rayne recom-
mends that even married women keep
chickens, because it can be done without
interfering with domestic duties:

The usual barnyard chicken in the
early nineteenth century had a red cornb,
glossy feathers, and dinosaurlike legs—
sleek and nice-looking but unremark-
able. Then, in the eighteen-forties, 2
breed of Chiriese chicken was introduced

‘Evetyone, from
Queen Victorid to membersof Congress
and aspiring gentry, wanted an extraordi-

nary chicken, especially once the birds "

were alleged to have remarkable qualities,
including exceptional intelligence, and
eggs weighing'a pound:apiece. Interest-
ingly, “hen fevér,) as it Yvas called, seemed
to affect men more than women. The Cen-
tury Magazine reported on it in 1898, ex-
plaining that a “hen-man” lost all interest
in life except for his' chickens: he “may
have been an ardent admirer of Shake-
speare . : . but now he reads t© himself
“Farm Poultry or “The Care of Hens.'”
Eventually, crooks and swindlers and
even P. T Barnum infiltrated the trade.
(In some cases, dealers were gluing feath-
ers onto ordinary birds to make them
look like Cochins.) Soon it became clear
that the imagined profits in rare-chicken
trading were entirely imaginary; chicken
trendsetters like Prince Albert began to
tire of the hobby; and then the chickens,

collected in too large numbers into too
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small houses, began to die. Hen fever
cooled; men resumed their reading of
Shakespeare, and chickens returned to
their previous status as sturdy, steady
farmworkers.

They were such a fixture in most
households that, even as Americans drift-
ed from the country to the cities, they
took their chickens with them. Very few
cities specifically outlawed chickens untl
many decades later: You couldn't bring
the family cow along when you moved
to town, but anyonie with a patch of grass
could have a-chicken or two. But inexpen-
sive supérmiarket eggs became readily
available ifi the fifties, at approximately
the samé tirne as the enchantment with
2 hygienic,-suburbanized life took hold.
Can you pictire the ambitious young
couples of Westchester in the fifties want-
ing chickens pecking around the flagstone
patio and the swing set? What felt mod-
ern was to leave the farm behind. In fact,
many philosophiers, such as John Berger,
argue that modernity can be traced, in
part, to the moment when we no longer
relied on animals for utility;
withdrawp from daily lif

e

jured images 6f hardened aiteries and:
cular lesions, and the assaulton eggs; with
their ;hbl.e’srtqfc)l—;iAch yolks, began.In

nched its
mpaign in
-t of the bad
néws medntt cken-Keeping
sceméd doomed. . -

hen 1 first determined that I had

to have chickens, I had trouble
figuring out how to go about it. Living in
the country, I saw plenty of chickens on
working farms, so I occasionally asked the
owners if they would be willing to sell me
a couple of hens, but no one was inter-
ested in parting with any; a mature hen
who is a good egg layer is too useful o
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anteract all these things,”

was populari

give up. In the spring, my local feed store
set up a tower of little cages filled with
tiny peeping chicks, still cottony and
clumsy, but you were required to buy at
least a six-pack of them, and the prospect
of heat lamps and high chick mortality
rates made me uneasy. More worrisome
was the fact that unless you aré a profes-
sional chicken-sexer (a critical job in the
poultry industry) itis nearly impossible to
tell the sex of a baby chick, so your six-
pack might turn out to be six roosters.
Fine if you like deluxe feathers, but not
much use if you hope for eggs.

My chicken thing was not, inidally, an
egg thing, Having neverhad a really fresh
egg, I didn't find much fault with what 1
gotat ShopRite, and for years Hardly ate
any eggs, keeping my cholesterol in mind.
But, by the time I started thinking about
chickens, eggs had been exonerated. A
widely reviewed 2001 study by research-
ers at Kansas State University established-
that, because the human body doesn’t ab-
sorb a substantial amount of the choles-
terol in egg yolks, eating an egg or two a
dayis fine. (Egg whites are completely in-
nocent.) ,
;promoted the omelette

e Incredible Edible

2lle

the same yeat.What
could be more'local than your back yard?
Tt-was a fine thing to grow your own let-
tuce and tomatoes and make salad, but
raising chickens meant that you could

make a main dish with ingredients kept

right outside your door. For the squea-
mish, it had the 'added appeal: of being a
main dish that didn’t involve killing any-
thing, If you were trying to designa prod-
uct that satisfied the social preoccupa-
tions of the moment, you couldn’t have
done better than to come up with a hen.

'I didn’t yet realize that there was 2
chicken moverment under way. T had
yet to stumble on the dozens of online
chicken groups and Web sites—such as
Chickens 101, Housechicken, Cotton-
Pickin Chickens, Yardpoultry, and My

ular high-protein diets such -

t meal. By-2007, the
oard felt confident

ed by anuriber of .




FATHERS AND SONS

Some things, they say,

one should not write about. I tried

to help my father comprehend
_the toilet, how one needs

to undo oné’s belt, to slide

one’s trousers down and sit,

but he stubbornly stood

and would not bend his knees.

I tried again

to bend hlm toward the seat,

and then I lﬁtighed

at the absurdity. Fathers and sons.
How he had wiped my bottom
half'a century ago, and how

I would repay the favor
if he would only sit.

Don't you—
 he gnpped me, trembling, searching for my eyes.

Don't yazz—but the word

~ was lost to him. Somewhere
a man of dignity would not be laughed at.

He could not see

it was the crazy dance
‘that made me laugh,
trying to make him sit

when heé wainted to stand.

Pet Chicken—and I was not yet one of
the forty thousand members of the

- BackyardChickens.com forums, and I
‘was not one of the fifteen thousand peo- "
ple who log on each month to watch the
writer Terry Golson's “hencam,” which
Webcasts live from her back-yard coop
near Boston, and I had not yet bought
Christine Heinrichs’s 2007 book, “How
to Raise Chickens,” a plainspoken guide
for people who might not ever have seen
a live chicken, which keeps selling more
and more copies.

But T did notice that every time 1
mentioned to my friends that I wanted
chickens they all exclaimed that they
wanted them, too. It was a species-

~ specific response: when I added that
‘my husband wanted Scottish Highland
cattle; those same people were taken
aback and inevitably said, “That’s weird.
How come?” Chicken-keeping seemed
slightly less as if we'd tipped over the

—2David Mason :

edge of sanity and were throwing our-

“selves recklessly, “Green Acres” style,
‘into livestock. Rather; chickens seeméd |
‘to go hand-in-glove with the post-fem-

inist reclamation of other farmwife do-
mestic arts—Kknitting, canning, quilting.
It was a do-it-yourself hobby at a mo-

ment when doing things yourself was .

newly appreciated as a declaration of
self-sufficiency, a celebration of hand-
work, and a push-back from a numbing
and disconnected big-box life.

started shopping for a chicken coop,

but everything I found had a de-
sign that seemed half doghouse, half
toolshed, and was big enough to hold
twenty hens. I had grown up in the sub-
urbs and had spent twenty years in
Manhattan. I was no sissy, but I knew
my limits: I pictured myself with three
or four full-grown hens, who lived in
some sort of groovy little chicken house
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that didn't recall a faux Swiss chaletina
failed housing development.

One night, on the Internet, I was
searching unlikely terms such as “cool-
looking chicken coops” and “modern de-
sign chicken' house,” and came across the
Eglu. A squat plastic dome that came in

~ bright colors, the Eghu was compact and
“meant for just four hens. Better still, you

could order it wizh hens—not six fuzz-
balls of indeterminate gender, and not the
‘minimum order of twenty-five typical of
mosthatcheries, but.even just two, on the
brink of maturity (what chicken people
call “point-of-lay”), delivered to a post
office near you.

Recently, I spoke to ]ohannes Paul,

-and vthe :rc'her thfee Omlet foundefs

were 1ndustr1al—de31gn studcnts at the

prolect in 2004 They were's
reconSLder an dinary obje
Who-kep
suggested demgmng a bet
house. Commercm_.ll
like homernade ¢ ones,
wood, Wthh is hard to: »

ing that we do fmeans 1t has Jmherent in-
sulation, and it’s seamless, and it can be
made in saturited, colors For the ﬁrst
time, 4 chicken house could look and
feel modern. In fact, when the Eglu was

 first displayed a lot of people thought it

was a new product from Apple.

Their professors loved it, and their
friends and families were so enthusias-
tic that the students decided to,tryit out
in the real world. They incorporated, ;
priced the house at the equivalent off
about six hundred dollars, and launched
it, without any advertising, on their
Web site. Omlet sold a thousand Eglus
in the first year, and sales have tripled
every year since. Most people ordered
the Eglu complete with the optional
chickens—and, according to Paul, for
most customers it was the first time they

~ had ever had chickens. Omlet was re-

luctant to sell the Eglu in the United
States, because the cost of shipping was
so high, and because the company felt
that Americans were at least a decade
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. behind Europeans in having an interest
. in organic, local food—that we were not
~ yet a nation of chicken-keepers. But
. there were so many inquiries that, in
2 - 2006, Omlet decided to introduce it
. here. ’
Since then, TreeHugger.com, which
' monitors ecological trends, has gone
. from describing urban chicken-raising
- as a “weird eco-habit” to declaring it
. a “movement across North America.”
+ There have been successful challenges
. to anti-chicken-keeping laws in Fort
. Collins, Cleveland, Missoula, Ann
: Arbor, Madison, and South Portland,
| Maine, and guides published for anyone
wanting to challenge anti-chicken ordi-
, nances in his or her town. Thereis a pe-
| tition currently circulating urging the
. Obamas to add a chicken flock to the
. White House garden. (“Sasha and
. Malia will love them. Tad Lincoln kept
. | a turkey he named Jack in the White
| | House. Bring back this hwppy prac-
| tice!”) Backyard Poultry,a magazme that
began publishing four years ago, is now
| distributing a hundred thousind copies.
' The publisher, Dave Belanger, says that
| stores are eager to carry it, while in the
| past, “I don't think you could have got-

stand.” Many pet stores are now carry-
ing chicker feed alongside the racks of
Fancy Feast and rawhide rolls: I recently
came across the ultimate evidence of
. contemporary chicken ownership: in-
. structions, on’'the blog Ikeahacker, for
building a chlcken coop out of furmture
from Tkea. "
. The opuonal chickens available for the
i Eglu are supplied in the United States by
McMurray Hatchery, an Iowa company
| that is the largest rare-breed poultry
hatchery in the world (the catalogue
offers a hundred and ten breeds). The
company was founded in 1917 by Mur-
ray McMurray, an Iowa banker who, asa
hobby, sold chickens out of the back of
the bank. During the Depression, the
bank failed, but the chicken business took
off—a correlation that sounds a lot like
the present day—and thus Banker Mc-
Murray became Hen-man McMurray.
This year, McMurray Hatchery, which
caters to people with back-yard flocks,
sold 1.7 million chickens, ranging from
. day-old chicks, which cost two dollars
each, to point-of-lay hens, which cost
¢ $12.95. For the past two years, operating
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ten a chicken magazine on a news-

at capacity, the hatchery has been sold out
of all of its birds even before it was ready
to ship. The only other year in recent
memory in which it sold out was 1999.

Bud Wood, the companv president, at-
tributes that to fear about the millen-
nium. “When times are tough,” he said,
“people want chickens.”

Iordered a chartreuse Eglu with four
red hens. The Eglu came via U.P.S;
a few days later, the hens were delivered
to the post office. “You have 2 package
here,” the postal clerk said when she
called, “and it's clucking.” 1 rushed into
town, pxcked up ‘the package—heavier
than I had expected staller than T had
pictured; 2§ ndisy a5 had been warned.
At home; T spened theé box and de-
canted the Hens'inito the attachable wire -
pen that comes with the Eglu. They
were young but full-sized Rhode Island
Red hybrids called Gingernut Rangers,
with bnght brown eyes and rich red
feathérs speckled with white. Their
combs were smiall and pink and their
knobby legs wére bright yellow. Within
six weeks or $o; their combs would red-
den and their légs would pale—signs
that they were ‘about t0 start laying.
*The knock on chickens has always

been thit they're stlipid. Even some

chicken fanciers hold this opinion. T had
recently read an online comment from
someone who announced cheerily that
her chickens “are extremely entertaining
due to the fact that they are'dumb as
stumps' ‘Bit my henis didn't séem’ st
- pidy They explored the pen With'that
stop—actlon motion that makes chickesis
look like cartoon characters, but with a
brisk dlertness and shatp curiosity. Right
away, T figured out that “peckirig order”
iso’tjust 2 figure of speech theyadhered
to a strict socidl system, with each hen
taking her turn at the feeder, and Cor-
rective nips doled out to any 'chicken
that stepped out of line.

When a few weeks had passed, and
the birds were settled in, I let them out of
their pen during the day to range around.
If T was outside, they stayed near me,
chuckling and purring as they pecked at
bugs and grass. Because we have acres of
meadow where they could have roamed
free, they of course exhibited the contrar-
ian impulse of all pets and decided that
their favorite place to spend the afternoon
was right at my front door, or in the



planter box in the courtyard. But I was
smitten. I found watching them sooth-
ing, and, to my surprise, as someone who
has never liked housework, I enjoyed all
my chicken-related labors—feeding and
watering them and hosing out their Eglu.
T especially loved going to the feed store
and buying bales of hay for their nests and
fifty-pound sacks of feed. It made me feel
that I had legitimatized myself as a local.
~ When one of my hens laid my first horne-
grown egg, ] was as proud as if T had been
attending my daughter’s bat mitzvah.
There have been difficult moments,
too. A few months after my hens ar-
rived, my neighbor’s two indolent old
mutts roused themselves, clawed open
the Eglu, and killed two of the birds. I
was sick about it, but I restocked with
four young chickens that I found through

an online chicken group. Then I lost two ;

of those. They were picked off in broad
daylight, probably by a hawk or an owl

or a coyote or a raccoor or a fox—tevery-
one in the woods loves chicken, and
chickens, which don’t fly well, fun fast, -

or fight hard, are sitting ducks. So I built
a big fenced-in yard with netting over
the top, and put the Eglu in it, and
stopped letting the hens wander around
loose. T had never thought of them as
prey, but in the bucolic scenes I had
imagined of chickens strolling across my
lawn all the lip-smacking predators had
been cropped out of the picture.
Atone point, when I was down to two
chickens, I noticed that one wasn't stand-
ing up propetly. She also stopped laying
eggs and lost a lot of weight. If T were a
real farmer, 1 would have culled her—
killed her—and been done with it: But
T'm not a real farmer, so I began hauling
her back and forth to the vet. He couldri't
_diagnose the problem, but he gave heran
injection of steroids and a prescription for
antibjotics. She didn't get any better: she
couldn’t even reach her food unless T held
her up to the feeder. I called an avian ex-
pert I tracked down in Boston, who
wast't sure what to make of it, either. My
research led me to something called
MareK's disease, a contagious kind of
chicken cancer that attacks the bird’s ner-
~ vous system and can kill a whole fock if
it spreads. The sick bird had been my
friendliest, calmest hen, the one that most
enjoyed being held and stroked and that
laid walloping big brown eggs. I had
‘named her Beauty, but I noticed that the

label on her antibiotics said “Patient:
Chicken Orlean,” which even in my funk
I found hilarious.

After 2 month of hand-feeding her,
dripping the antibiotics down her beak,
arid getting no diagnosis beyond my
hunch that it might be Marek’s, I finally
realized that Chicken Orlean was mis-
erable and there was nothing more I
could do. I eat chicken all the time, so I
am not morally opposed to killing a
chicken, but I couldn’t kill my own pet,
s6 I took her back to the vet. After he in-

jected her with the fatal dose of pento-

barbital, I went out into the waiting
room and sobbed. The room was empty
except for a husky woman holding a
snuffling tan pug. She came over and
put-an arm around me and said, “Oh,
honey, 'm sorry. Was it your dog?”

“No,” I said, my face in my hands, “it
was my chicken.”

’NOWI have seven chickens. I would
1 N'say that I have seven hens, except
that one—sweet, demure, shy Laura—
recently proved my point about the chal-
lenges of chicken sexing, as she sprouted
big red wattles and started crowing at
dawni. So the new tally is that I have six
hens and an unanticipated rooster. Mean-
while, the chicken movement seems to be
expanding exponentially. I do detect a lit-
tle overripening on the edges—T've no-
ticed some late-stage phenomena such as
chicken diapers, for people who want
their chickens as house pets, and there
will undoubtedly be chicken coops that
go beyond the crisp functionality of the
Eglu, with flourishes that push into the
decadent:

Even people central to the chicken
world are predicting what might sup-
plant chickens, if and when chickens run
their course. Dave Belanger, of Backyard

Poultry, says goats; McMurray's Bud -

Wood thinks ducks. But chickens seem
to me steadier than that. They have al-
ready survived hen bubbles and choles-
terol scares and the enormous social
change that chased them out of the back
yard; they will survive diapers and jew-

“elled coops and an uptick in ducks. The

chicken, that thing with feathers, always
sunny and useful, will endure. +
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A live chat with Susan Orlean.
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African-American
Fine Art

Specialist: Nigel Freeman
212-254-4710, ext 33
nfreeman@swanngalleries.com
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Elizabeth Catlett,
Homage to My Young Black Sisters,
red cedar, 1968, 68 inches high.
Estimate $175,000 to $200,000.

104 East 25th St « New York, NY 10010

View catalogue and bid oriline at
www.swanngalleries.com
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about the lost world of
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splittingly
: funny and
- touching...
classic.”
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Mariel Platt

From: Patrick Stearns [gooday@cox.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 07, 2010 8:06 AM
To: Mariel Platt

Subject: Chickens in the city limits

Jill Metcalfe

1230 Aspen Valley Dr.
Hailey, ID 83333

Wednesday April 7th 2010

Dear Hailey Council Members,

" Please find enclosed a petition signed by citizens of Hailey who are supportive of the raising of chickens (ladies only) in
the City of Hailey. Urban chickens are allowed in Seattle, Portland, Los Angeles and many other urban areas all over the ‘
country. The majority of people who signed the petition did not want to keep chickens themselves (in fact only 3 people
said they would raise chooks in their backyards) but were all for the idea of the general public having the right to raise
chickens.

Raising chickens satisfies an intrinsic and basic human right to feed oneself. A right to grow some of your own food. This
in a time when most of our daily foods are shipped over thousands of miles to reach our tables. | would like my kids to
know where their food comes from, and so we have a backyard vege garden, we compost our kitchen scraps, and | would
love for my kids to have the "chore" of tending to some family chickens and "growing" their own eggs. ‘

In my research | found an article in the Sun Valley Guide that states the City of Hailey passed an ordinance last year
allowing residents to keep up to five live chickens - not true | know. Also the Sawtooth Botanical Gardens has scheduled

a tour of chicken coops in the Hailey area for June 12th. There seems to be a lot of support out there in the community
for the raising of chickens in the city of Hailey.

See you at the meeting June 12th.
Regards,

Jill Metcalfe
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CHICKENS!

YES! We, the undersigned, support the old fashioned practice of being
allowed to “raise a few chickens in the backyard” in the City of Hailey.

Name Address
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CHICKENS! REPED

..................

allowed to “raise a few chickens in the backyard” in the City of Hailey.
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CHICKENS! APR © 6 RECD

YES! We, the undersigned, support the old fashioned practice of being
allowed to “raise a few chickens in the backyard” in the Clty of Haitey:===-====""""
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Welcome to PORTLAND CHICKENS!

Events Coop Design Local Resources Books Links TCCCIVED

b e W s

APR £ 6 RECT

..................

Saturday, July 24th, 2010

I1lam-3pm

This is a fun and affordable community
event for you, your whole family and all
your friends! Chicken owners throughout
Portland will open their yards so you can
see their coops and meet their chickens.

The Tour de Coops is a self-guided tour;
you'll have the opportunity to visit as
many as 25 backyard chicken coops all
~over East Portland - getting to know your
neighbors while learning and sharing urban chicken keeping ideas.

You can also enter the raffie to win one of two coops (made by local

~ coop designers!), chicken feed and/or gift certificates donated by local
nurseries and feed stores!
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- PROGRAMS at the
-~ SAWTOOTH
BOTANICAL

GARDEN

Gimlet Road at Highway 75
Ketchum, Idaho
208.726.9358

www.sbgarden.org

-164-
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SAWTOOTH BOTANICAL GARDEN

Celebraring Plants » Inspiring People

VISIT WWW.SBGARDEN.ORG OR CALL 208-726-9358
FOR INFORMATION, CLASS FEES AND SIZE LIMITATIONS.

ﬁ,;? fac X%ji gf}“‘ ?:Z;l“;

WED 20 BOTANICAL GARDEN FILM SERIES
© USA, Longwood Gardens 5:30-7
THURS 21 COOKING CLASS Sushi with Narda | 5-7
TUES26  COOKING CLASS Chef TBA[5-7
£R) 29 NIGHT SKY MOVIE IN THE GREENHOUSE
. Monty Python and the Holy Grail | 7-9

g A 3 T, o

;‘ﬁﬁﬁawﬁak
TUES 2 SOTAMIT AL PADTING £ Wi with Blago | 4-6
WED 3 BOTANICAL GARDEN FILM SERIES Canada, Butchart

Gardens | 5:30-7 | PREVIEW OUR TRIP IN MAY
THURS 4  GCOOKING CLASS Desserts with Joanna Carnes | 5-7
MON 8 COOKING CLASS Breads with Vincent Carpenter| 5-7
TUES.9 INDOOR PLANT CARE with Webb Garden Center | 5-7
SUN 14 LTS with Blago | 11-12:30
TUES 16 MARDI-GRAS PARTY! Costumes required. 8:30
FRI19-23  ETC. SPRING TRUNK SHOW | 10-6
MON 22 EVENING MARKETPLACE IN THE GREENHOUSE

with local vendors | 4-7 | 10% of proceeds go to the SBG
THURS 25 COOKING CLASS Chef TBA | 5-7
FRI 28 NIGHT SKY MOVIE IN THE GREENHOUSE

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid | 7-8

sj’g i) (f"‘}

THURS 4 BEHIND THE PRAYER WHEEL with MaryAnn and Ken
TUES 9 PRUNING Derek Hagberg, East Fork Landscaping | 5-7
FRI12 SUNDAMPMIAL OF (706 o7 with Blago | 2-4
MON 15-  SPRHMG BREMN B R4 | Ages 4-12 | 8-2:30
FRI 19 o -

YEGETABLE GARDENM SERIES BEGIMNS*
TUES 16  VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Building a Cold Frame
TUES 23  VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Seed Starting
THURS 25 BOTANICAL GARDEN FILM SERIES

A Collection of England's Finest Gardens | 5:30-7
FRI 26 NIGHT SKY MOVIE IN THE GREENHOUSE

James Bond Dr. No | 8-10
TUES 30 VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Season Extension

THURS 1

TUES 6
TUES 13
TUES 20
SUN 25

MON 26-
SAT MAY 8

SAT 15-20

TUES 18
THURS 20
TUES 25
THURS 27

FRI 28
SUN 30

THURS 3
TUES 8
THURS 10

THURS 17
THUS 24
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vyt o Rl SPECIAL EVENTS IN BLUE

* VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES is in partnership with
The Sustainability Center in Hailey. Classes taught by
professionals in their field and are held at 5: OOpm at the
SBG or The Sustainability Center.

SPEAKER SERIES PRESENTS: Sustainable Greenhouse
Design with Penn and Cord Parmenter | 9-1

VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Soils - Build a Great Garden
VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Vegetable Gardening 101
VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Compost

s | 1-4

117 | 1:30-5 daily 10-3 weekends

T g R

GUIDED TRAVEL AND GARDENM TOUR OF ENCHANTING
BUTCHART GARDEN IN VICTORIA, BC. CALL FOR INFO

ETC. SPRING TRUNK SHOW »
10% of proceeds go to the Sawtooth Botanical Garden

VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Gardening with Compést
WILDFLOWER WALK | 8:30-2
VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Gardening ‘in Small Spaces

WILDFLOWER WALK: Camas Prairie & Off the Grid Home
Tour | 9:30am-2pm "Date variable on Camas bloom time

LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR U

L CHILOGREN'S CAMP

NATIVE PLANT SALE & HAILEY VEGETABLE GARDEN
TOUR 10am Sale, 11am Tour

»WlLDFLOWER WALK | 9:30-2

VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Herbs

WILDFLOWER WALK | 9:30-2

£ M/W 9:30am-12:30pm | Ages 4-10

SIX Sessions en‘dvlng June 30th. Sign—up for 1 or all 6.
VEGETABLE GARDEN SERIES: Pest & Disease Management
WILDFLOWER WALK | 9:30-2

WILDFLOWER WALK | 9:30-2




"IN MANY CITIES that allow homeowners to keep a few hens in their backyards, ,

iteach potential chicken owners how to house and raise city chickens. Organized:

Gy e Y e

community gardening groups such as Seattle Tilth are offering courses that # [Resejcay L-D
. - | o o o APR "C_@,’REC’D
in 1978, Seattle Tilth is one'such organization that is cultivating a sustainable ;

city, one backyard at a time. With more than one thousand members, Seattle

Tilth connects the city’s residents with the land through more than one hundred

organic-gardening classes and special events. As these connections are made,

- participants connect with each other to build a sense of place and community.

City chicken owners learn from each other, trade coop-design ideas, give guided

tours of their coops to the public, and network with other city chicken groups.

“Seattle Tilth is the most urban of the Tilth
chapters, and our base has always been in
the Wallingford neighborhood, where our
current demonstration garden was a part
of the master plan for transforming the
Good Shepherd Center into a community

y center,” says Karen Holt Luetjen, executive
. director. “We added a children’s garden
in'1988, and another demonstration gar-

ceived in 1995 and dedicated in 2004.”
?’ The Seattle Tilth rmission statement isy
#toinspire and educate people to. garden

ganically, conserve natural resources; ¥

et;famd support local food’ systems in order o

gommunity.”

In addition to a comprehensive organicé-
gardening program, recent classes offered
by the association include Fall Salad Gar-
dening, Cultivating Plaht Communities in
Your Garden, Heirloom Gardening — Seed
Saving, and Putting the Gardens to Bed.

!

e \\Cwbk@\/ Copps

¥ ~denin Seattle’s south end, which was con-

[tivate a healthy urban‘ environiment and *

by

Special events include a harvest fair and
an edible-plant sale. Many of the associa-
tion’s organic-gardening classes and spe-
cial events are held in Seattle Tilth’s dem-"
onstration gardens. ,

For chicken enthusiasts, there are the N
City Chickens classes. In the City Chickens
101 class, students of all ages learn every-
thing they need to know about raising
chickens in their own backyard. City Chick-
ens 201 is the advanced class.

# On a Saturday in july, resxdents Jom §

the day VlSltIl’lg backyar ;
] throughout Seattlel Many of the coops

on the tour were built after their owners
attended the City Chickens 101 class. These
" coops may house just a few chickens, but
their owners are serjous chicken folk. The
coop designs are as irhaginative as their
owners and reflect a fierce pride both in
having backyard chickens and in bemg
included on the tour.

SEATTLE TILTH CITY CHICKEN TOUR

_166_{/\40/\50\/
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A

Oakhurst Community .
(see color photo on page 151) G ard e n C O Op

o B ST IR

"HOLDS:

2 nest box?s
2roosts |
CTOTIVED

gardely  The Oakhurst Community Garden Project
- chicken coop is in the back part of the gar-
den, near the meadow and stream. The coop
has a small footprint, but it stands tall. Tt is
elevated 16 inches above the ground on posts
and has a pitched roof. Sliding windows on
both sides allow for cross ventilation. A small
(4-foot x 8-foot) enclosed yard was built with
/ the original coop. This yard has a door and
resident’s gift of a long-term lease on a half-  lid for easy access and is surrounded by
acre lot, the Oakhurst Community Garden  chicken wire, which has been driven 1 foot
Project was born. - mitliRZY into the ground to protect against burrowing
;‘ﬂ . he ff”é predators. An outer fence was built to give
AT the chickens more room to wander around.
That fence was built using 5-foot welded wire
fencing and is held in place with tall garden
st stakes. Chicken food is stored outside of the
“woodlot anc coop inside metal trash cans that sit on top of
for bees, rabbits, and other native wildlife. a pallet.

CAKHURST COMMUNITY GARDEN COOQOP

-167-
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ne CZIVED

-... HI-Rise Coop

(see color photo on page 154)

APR $ 6 RECD

— HOLDS:
tessacosascesasnss 3 hens
1nestbox-
2 roosts
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THREE LUCKY Buff Orpington hens are 4
living the high life in the Hi-Rise Coop in
Jennifer CarlsonfiSEaH IS E The coop
was built in 2000 as a demonstration proj-
ect for an exhibit at the Northwest Flower i
and Garden Show, held in February at the TR R
Washington Convention Center, Along with kens began in
other students in the University of Washing- 1979 when she purchased 12 Buff Orpington
ton Landscape Architecture program, Jenni-  day-old chicks as part of a large mail order
fer created several components of the coop,  placed by Seattle Tilth members. (Since then,
a wheelchair-accessible garden, and a vege-  Seattle has passed an ordinance that restricts
table garden. “Over 80,000 people attend the  the number of chickens 1o three per house-
F&G Show every year,” Jennifer says, “so it hold.) The coop design evolved after Jen-
was a great opportunity to show people how  nifer moved a number of times and had to
to have a productive, vibrant garden in an  leave behind coops that either were too large
urban setting” - to move or were attached to other struc-
m Yobbaysa it ‘ , tures. Jennifer teaches Seattle Tilth's class on
NesERl owe AT 4 chicken-coop building, and plans with com-
44 PART 2 + COOPS FOR THE CITY



Kids’ Garden Coop

(see color photo on page 153)

B SRS

HOLDS:
4 hen's'

1 nest box
1 roost

P.
kens:. Tobias Harrison-Noonan
" coop to complete his Eagle Scout
R community-service project. He modeled it
after a coop his father had built to house his
four heavy-breed layers. Toby and his Boy
Scout troop gathered donated and salvaged
materials. When the coop was finished, they
installed it in the middle of the children’s
section of the local community garden.

The coop is made with cedar and plywood
siding and has a 4-foot x roughly 8-foot run.
The roof is a trendy agricultural-style metal
. that blends well with neighboring houses.
Four people can lift the coop and move it
around the garden as needed.

The nestbox isa 12-inch x 12-inch wooden
cube open on two sides. One side allows the

“hens to enter from inside the roost, and the

other opens to the padlocked egg-collection

door on the outside. The roost bar passes over
the top of the nest box, so the nest-box roof -

comes in handy by shielding the box from the
roosting birds' droppings. A hinged door that
opens from the top down on the interior side
of the nest box/roost area provides good ven-
tilation in the summer, when it can be folded
down. When it is closed in winter, the door
also provides extra warmth. A sliding ply-
wood door on the side of the roost allows
access for bedding changes and for cleaning
the nest box/roost area. Plans with complete
specs can be purchased from Dennis Harrison-
Noonan {see page 162 for Web address).

€153
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PREFACE

“] WAS GIVEN A FEW CHICKENS,” a customer told me at the farmers market.

“You know how that happens — you just end up with them, and then two became six,

and the next thing I knew, I was a chicken farmer” I had to laugh because I do know

how that happens. We started with a dozen hens a few years ago; now we have more

than two hundred laying hens.

Traditionally, most small family farms
raised a few chickens in the barnyard. They
supplied eggs and meat for the family and
neighbors, and surplus was used for barter.
During the past 50 years, chicken production
followed the exodus from sgkxall famlly farms

P

ment growé across the country, chickens are
helping small family farms make a comeback.
From sharing coop designs with aspiring
chicken owners to supplying meat, eggs, and
compost for their neighbors, chicken owners
are.making connections, building commu-
nity, and rebuilding the small-family-farm
community.

My husband, Frank Johnson, and I and
our young sons Greydon and Arleigh run
Sweet Tree Farm, a 200-acre grass-based
livestock farm in beautiful upstate New York.

“We became interested in chickens when we

learned about pastured poultry and discov-
ered how healthy the hens were for our soil.

Now, in addition to grass-fed beef and pork;

we also produce eggs from pastured laying
hens. After six years of raising laying hens, we
are still learning. There are even more ways

F that we could improve our coops and new

coop designs that we would love to build.
These pages are filled with a variety of

chicken coops, including chick ‘brooders,

city chicken coops, pastured laying hen and

" broiler coops, and other fun and unusual

coops. Some of the coops are fancy, and oth-
ers are made entirely of recycled and sal-
vaged materials. You will be introduced to
city chickens and school chickens and will
learn a bit about grass farms and pastured-

poultly operations:. ‘
- You miay want to build an exact rephca of
- a plan you see in the'book, or you may want

to adapt a plan to fit your own needs. In order

- to use the information, you will need to have

basic construction knowledge. If you would
like more specific building information,
read How to Build Animal Housing by Carol
Ekarius (Storey Publishing, 2004).

Chicken. coop owners from across the
country generously shared with me their
designs and provided tips for using salvaged
materials. The features in some of these coops
have sparked new ideas (sorry, Frank!) that
I-would love to implement. I hope that you,
too, find lots of ideas in these pages.
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DO YOU: KNOW:

WHERE YOUR FQOD
COMES, FROM?

\WHETHER 1T ONCE

LIVED; IN; YOUR BACKYARD
OR GREW UP ON THE
FARM: DOWN THE. STREET,
SEEK SUSTENANCE

WITH. SUBSTANCE.

32

-171-

habitat 2010 +« sun valley guide



THE SENSE
| AND SENSIBILITY -

|

OF RAISING CHICKENS

By Karen Day
Photos by Pauiette Phiipot

- cheryl Fenchiy fias been raising chickens
on her small Camas Prairie farm since
she moved hergffrom Ohio lIgst year.
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anine lovers abound in the Wood River Valley,
while car and horse advocates atrest theirs is the
second most popular pet. However, when the
Hailey City Council passed an ordinance last
vear allowing five live chickens per household,
many locals officiaily added a fourth conrestant,
succumbing to the feathered love atfair blossoming
in cities across America. Poultry, however, are
the only backyard pets of the four facing the
probability of ending up on the dinner table.

Ler me begin by admitting ’'m not a “fowl”
person. For most of my adult life, I've avoided
serious contemplation of all things chicken, except
the high risks of fried and the pox. There is good
reason for my ambivalence. As a child, I spent
summers on a farm, 16 dirt miles from Lavonia,
Indiana, population 321. Here lived my Aunt
Grace and Uncle Cedric. Their spanking-whire
clapboard house and well-used tornado shelter
sat in rhe middle of 200 acres of sweer corn
and resembled an idyllic Old MacDonald movie
set every day but Saturday, when the barnyard
became a sequel to SAW.

The day before Sunday was always bloody—at
least for any chicken doomed as the weekly feast
after our obligatory visit to Lavonia’s oven-baked
Presbyterian Church. I was a nervous child already,

- and when my aunt picked up the axe and headed

toward the coop, I would invariably sob for a
poultry reprieve—to no avail. This barnyard-to-

. plate ritual probably explains why I've suffered

several fashionable but failed attemprs as a vegan.
I still prefer to eat my eggs in cake. And so
it was, until I stepped into the new world of
chicken-mania.

“Which came first: the chicken or theegg?” This
riddle sounds like a philosophical debate between
Dr. Seuss and the Kentucky colonel on a bender.
Google, however, offers more than 100,000

historical references to the question. Mounting

proof attests that chickens are commanding
national attention and enjoying a renaissance
of urban, dwelling. Backyard Poultry magazine
claims a circulation of 100,000 and growing. Forty
thousand members log on to Backyvardchickens.
com forums and 15,000 admit to watching Terry
Golson’s Boston-based “Hencam.” (This writer
too, strictly as research, was oddly absorbed in
the Sisyphean trials of one showy crested Polish
whose bouffant hairdo is as bold as her namesake,
Tina Turner.) USA Today, Washington Post, The
New York Times and even that literary bastion
The New Yorker have all carried stories on the
current hen-keeping craze.

-173-

Our own valley stumbled into the national
spotlight when Communicy School students
raised 16 fuzzy chicks in a highly orchestrated,
experiential banquer of the food chain gone
wrong. The eighth-grade project faced criticism
and possible legal consequences as a Virginia-
based animal protection organization accused
them of animal cruelty.

No, really, it’s true. And too bad the poultry
advocares didn’t call me first. As a humanirarian
journalist, 1 could artest those chickens ate
better and suffered less than most people [ meet
traveling the Third World. .

What explains this resurgent interest in
bringing home chickens and the bacon? The
economy? Sustainability? Peer-poultry pressure?

Fairfield residents Cheryl and Richard Feucht,
amidst 50 pecking hens, explain. “We like
knowing where our food comes from and what
it has eaten—before we eat it.”

The Feuchts moved from a large city in Ohio.
to the Camas Prairie a year ago. The wide-open
vistas of southwestern Idaho offered them more
room for growing food and animals than they
could imagine back in their Midwest county of
500,000 people. Camas County brags 1,000
residents and the town of Fairfield, 400. Cheryl
and Richard’s tidy ranchette nestles close to the
foothills, looking on treeless horizons that bleed
into an eternity of purple-and-blue shadows.
With rabbits, Blue Slate turkeys, chickens and a
large garden, the Fuechts are living the proverbial
city-slicker’s dream of moving back to the land.
But who knew dreaming was such hard work?

Their chicken flock began with a trip to D&B
and the purchase of 90 identical yellow chicks
($3.50 each). A picture chart assured that they
were taking home two different breeds and mostly
pullets (females under 1-year-old). Much like
fortune telling, sexing chicks is a complicated,

‘mystical process that demands a good deal of

faith and patience from paying customers. The
Feuchts, after a year of fresh drumsticks, some
local bartering for red meat and a 10 percent
natural death rate, now maintain a winter flock
of about 50, including 14 enthusiastic roosters.
Only darkness or death can stop these males
from strutting their stuff. With puffed chests and
crimson combs, these loud braggarts ensure the
eggs are fertilized. Their sole purpose is to annoy
and refurbish the flock. The closest neighbors,
along with five buffalo wandering their yard, live
two merciful acres away. “Dawn can be wicked,”
Richard said, shaking his head.

We walk among shiny Black Australorps and
rare Buckeves, all brown and fat. “Roasters and
layers,” as Richard calls them, these hens peck
endlessly at invisible gems around our feer, their
soft cooing and clucking a kind of soothing agri-
whirte noise in the prairie’s silence. The wind is .
uncommonly quiet. Richard notes that if the flock
survives this first winter, they will earn the title
of “preservationist” breeders.

nabitat 2010 » sun valley guide



“We chose Buckeyes nor by coincidence,” he said.
“Ohio is the Buckeye State.”

“I don’t even like eggs,” said Cheryl, stepping
gingerly among the Australorps. Yer she commutes _ ‘ ‘
to Hailey for her dav job at Power Engineers and »
returns home each night, looking forward to chicken |
chores. “I enjoy having them around. It’s relaxing. R ‘

And they taste so much better than store-bought
chickens.” The conversation is beginning to sway
dangerously close to sharp objects and an ugly Aunt-

Grace flashback. “I prefer fish,” [ add abruptly. For . *WE LIKE KNOWING

the record, no chickens were harmed in the writing

of this article. L= ‘ ‘
“The-smaller the comb, the better the chicken will 1

wintef,” said Richard, a third-generation farmer. , ‘ (] ,

This will be the first winter for the Feucht flocks, and ' ‘

the couple openly wonders whart will happen, “as the '

snow drifts higher and the fence gets shorter.”
The Australorps’ black plumage glistens green
and purple, obsidian in the sun. Originally from _ ]
Australia (and named asif they were a-baseball team), S '
the breed is calm, friendly and offers dependable : . WHER E OUR FOOD
caches of light-brown eggs. Inspecting the nests, I feel '
a childish excitement finding two eggs in the straw.

“Production goes up as the days get longer—and vice ’ '
versa,” Cheryl said: “What we don't eat, we sell or

trade.” When the nearest grocery store is 25 miles

away, raising chickens makes egg-cellent sense. ' ‘

However, the romance of turning your patio into
a barnyard should not be exaggerated. Chicks are
like roddlers: God made them tiny and cute so you
don’t kill them for demanding so much attention. ,
Harchlings must be kept warm for four weeks COMES FROM AND
in incubators or homemade adaptations. A bathtub ' o
works. Line it with cardboard or wood shavings,

apply a heat lamp until the temperature hits 90 degrees ‘ . Yy
Fahrenheit (be vigilant, or you will find a tiny meal or
a bonfire in your bathroom). Feed, water, clean and

repeat, repeat, repeat while adjusting the temperature

down one degree each day and thinking it would be

more practical to fill your bathtub with goldfish. The

joy of wing clipping awaits. Twice. Next, coop and , '

roost construction=—or better yet, buy a ready-made, ' .

shipped-to-your-door plastic Eggloo. ‘ WHAT IT HAS EATEN
One must also consider economics, but not too

closely.

In 1948, a dozen eggs cost 35 cents. The average ' :‘
family earned less thari $10 a day or the equivalent of A
17 dozen eggs. No wonder so many housewives saw

the economic genius of adopting chickens. The term
“nest egg” actually originated with this homespun
method of earning extra cash. Today, a dozen mass-
produced eggs cost as little as $1.29. Factored for
inflation, that’s $7.

1 didn’t expect math in a chicken story, bur I
estimate the cost of raising your own dozen eggs
could buy you a tank of gas (or cost you a home

if you’re iriept with the heating lamp). The price '
of cheap food, however, isn’t cheap. The carbon ' '
foorprint of that drumstick you’re eating may ‘

be huge. Don’t forget to savor the taste of the

pesticide-ladén feed, growth-hormone additives
and chemically injected preservatives. CHERYL FEUCHT

BEFORE WE EAT IT."
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Insurance Claims * Towing
Rental Cars « Pick-Up/Delivery

Expert Color Matchmg Dmgs & Dents
Frame Straightening * Fiberglass Repair

ol York 208 188 4016 @Eam Eam%

Woodside Industrial - 4111 Glenhrook Ilr Hailey, IB 83333
impactsu@gmail.com

A
A HARD
HABIT TO BREAK

Thanks to you we are 4 issues strong

Read them all at svguide.com/habitat
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Your Local
Sports Specialist

S AWTOOTH

ORTHOPEDICS
&
SPORTS MEDICINE

Anthony M.
Buoncristiani, M.D.

Dual Board Certified in
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY &
SPORTS MEDICINE

Fellowship trained in Sports
Medicine, Shoulder & Knee
Arthroscopic Surgery

100 Hospital Drive, Suite #107
Ketchum, ID * 83340
(208) 622-3311 * (800) 359-4258
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Nutrition alone is reason enough
to eat organic and local, insists Dick
Springs. He and his wife, Melinda,
founded the Sustainability Center in
Hailey where most of the food has
traveled no more than 50 miles to get
to your plate. “One fresh egg has 7
percent more beta carotene, two-thirds
more vitamin A, twice the Omega 3s,
three times the vitamin E, with one-
third less cholesterd! and one-quarter
less sarurated fat,” said Dick. All this
good news is available for about §5 a
dozen (no wing-clipping required) at the
Sustainability Center, Idaho’s Bounty
and local grocery stores.

Hailey residents Jack and Connie

"McCabe are not into chickens for the

money or the meat. “It’s an interesting
and enjoyable experiment,” says Jack.
Comfortably retired, living two blocks
from Atkinsons’ grocery store, they
readily admir convenience played no
part in their decision to test the city
of Hailey’s new ordinance. “Chickens
need pet-sitters,” Connie said, “so we
don’t travel that much.” Their beautifully
remodeled 1920s home and immaculate
landscaping offer no hint of livestock.
Theirs is designer barnyard décor-——as
are their chickens. No ordinary roasters
need apply at this address—imagine Rio’s
Carnival on a Paris runway.

Bubbles is a champagne-colored Buff
Orpingron. [ fight the unadvised urge
to stroke her down coat, fluffy and
luxurious as light mink. La Fonda is a
silver-laced Wyandotte, inspired by a
character in Napoleon Dynamite. Sheisa
feathered variation on Victoria’s Secret in
black, white and red. A Rhode Island Red

- is called Fifi Deux, carrying the mantle

for an earlier and beloved predecessor.
Another black and white, a'Barred Rock,
closely resembles the Wyandotte, but
clearly resides at the bottom of the
pecking order. Her name is Rodney King,
and she suffers from mild intimidation
and rejection, especially from a showy
caramel-colored light Brahma rightly
called Nemesis. This she-devil-hen wears
feathers on her feet and acts like she’s
covered in diamonds.

Touring the coop, Jack points out his
viewing bench. He sits here on summer
evenings with a glass of good merlot,
watching his chickens cluck happily
around their luxury digs. The bench is
now covered in snow, but I take a seat
anyway.

This poultry reality show offers far
more interesting fare than anything on
television. ¢
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7 DAYS TO

SUSTENANCE

Trevon Milliard, Kraft
connoisseur, embarks on a
week of eating sustainably:
Photos by David N. Seelig.

I'm that guy you see at Albertsons piling
10 boxes of Pasta Roni onto the conveyor
belt for $10.

Weekly specials determine my week’s
meals, always have. I try to eat healthily,
rarely succumbing to candy, chips, soda
or other goodies. But my concern has
never extended beyond my body and
wallet to the more altruistic purpose
of “sustainability.” Perhaps that’s what
prompted my editor to suggest I not just
write about “how to eat sustainably in
the Wood River Valley” (as originally
planned), but become the lab rat in my
OWN experiment.

Challenge accepted. I would eat
sustainably for one week.

First up: Determine the parameters of
“sustainable food.” Presented with my
assignment, I immediately concluded that
sustainable meant all-local food. My first
thought was, “I’ll be washing down a lot
of potatoes and onions.”

When I moved to Idaho in late August,
1 bought a five-pound bag of spuds in
the spirit of donning my new Idahoan
identity. A month later, I broke the bag tie
to discover more sprouts than potatoes.

For a guide to my presumed sustainable
suffering, I turned to John Turenne. His
company, Sustainable Food Systems, has
led more than 25 American schools and
hospitals (including St. Luke’s Wood River
Medical Center) through the voluntary
change of offering sustainable meals.

Turenne’s first words were reassuring.
Eating only locally produced food sets

Trevon traded his usual pre-packaged menu for fresh, sustainable cuisine. the bar too high. It establishes an
Among many other culinary delights, he produced this succulent beef roast, unreasonable expectation of how to
baked with ldaho russet potatoes, yellow onions and organic cherry tomatoes.

live. While it can be done for a week
by eating seasonally, the question is:
Can you consistently live that way?
Some things, like coffee, aren’t grown
anywhere in the entire United States.
Going by the local-only rule means
you’d never drink a sip again.
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