DATE: 05/19/2014

DEPARTMENT: Admin/‘Legvislvative;; DEPT. HEAD StGNATU_RE:

SUBJECT.
Sage School Students have proposed 2

AUTHORITY: 00 ID Code OIAR O Gity Ordinance/Code

(lFAPPLlCABLE)

An ordlnance brought forward.by the public can be adopted by the city council or can be taken to the
public at Iarge through an initiative measure.

BACKGROUNDISUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

1. Hailey has chosen to proceed in an orderly fashion with consideration of the Jordan World Circus Event Permit
on May 5, which was conditionally approved, under MC 12.14 and IDAPA .02.04.27.

4. New ordinances, such as that proposed by the Sage School Students, take at least 4 city council meetings to adopt.

- 5. City Admmlstratlon has been encourage the Sage School Students to utilize and initiative process within the City

of Hailey, as this is a commumty— wide topic.

FISCAL IMPACT / PROJECT FINANCIAL ANALYSIS:

There is no fiscal impact related to the amendment. There may be an economic impact.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY OTHER AFFECTED CITY DEPARTMENTS: (IFAPPLICABLE)

____ City Attorney ___ Finance ____ Licensing ____ Administrator
7 Library __ Community Development P&Z Commission ____ Building
L Police ___ Fire Department __ Engineer . ___ WMWW
___ Streets - ___ Parks ___ Public Works __ Mayor

RECOMMENDATION FROM'APPLICABLE DEPARTMENT HEAD:

" Council should hear the Sage School Student’s presenta‘uon take pubhc comment, and deliberate toward one of .
~ the following options based on the matenal presented:

1. Move to hold further public hearings pertaining to a council adopted ordinance.
2. ‘Move to deny the request to adopt an ordinance, without further support from the City.
3. Move to deny the request to adopt an ordinance, with encouragement from the City that the students conduct
and initiative on the matter.
4. Request more information.

-ACTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL.
Date

City Clerk

FOLLOW-UP:

*Ord./Res./Agrmt./Order Originals: Record

Copies (all info.):

*Additional/Exceptional Originals to:
Copies (AlS only)

-153-



-q u»\ 5 RS PR L X L A

Hello Cltylof Halley Mayor and Councﬂ Peo le,
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enoughito, understand what it means. If we sawa dogqcowermg,
Whlmpermg and unnatmg when we held up a stick and yelled, “Sit!” then most of us could
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inter pret LhaL behavzor But very few peop}e can recognize the wince of an elephant wben
its compamon is bemc electric snos.ked or beaten with a buﬁhook

v Before we started thiis pro;ect The Elepnant Studem Pro;ect kxds dadn t know what was
happening behind the circus curtain. Very few people-do. That is not by accident. The circus
mdustry istop secret about their: training metho ds No government organization monitors
training sessions: The pubhc and mediarare never allowed to view or videotape training
sessions: The only evidence:we have: of what'goes on:comes from tnsttmony of trainers
themsetves and uﬁdercover Vldeo mvesﬂgatlons : : : :

At thlS pomt the evxdence is lrrefutable Renowned smentlsts of ammal hehawor have
tastlﬁed that the behavior they have observed in circus animals and the conditions of the
animals show:abuse: Therefreally“as no debatez;Pubhaty is:onething, fdcts are quité another.
There arempstourter argument$-thatrasciteus represéntativecouldsprovide-that-would -
refute the testlmy‘and*video now von therecord:Hereis justoneexample; Have Trunk. -
Will Travel provnded the elephants forsthrermhovie: "Water:for Elepliants.* They were -
outspoken in the media claiming that they train all their elephants with a ‘positive
remf@rcevmehmneth*efd« A fewmonths: afterﬁtheu_ﬁlm prémiered;a videotapedwas released
byamundérwver investigatioh® shdwmgthe-hmdlers«usmg*bﬁﬂhmnks -and Bttini} iguns on'Tai,
‘the star elephantﬁsed-m themfovne ri?-rutahty h@sxmple*fact of’exotlc ammahtrammg *and

exotwamma}s citcusesiare: mmted”tre perf ,i‘m;‘m iours: commumtyflsbecause people don t
know the truth. The package I am submitting for your perusal has more that enough
mforma’aon to mform you of the exotlc ammal travelmg c1rcuses 1ssue It is not ok that some

make them perfarm itrmks xfm'» entertammentﬂ‘lt is znotaok tkat the arcus mdustwnuses
chlldrelr asrdn argument to pérpetuateéabuse o7t nmacent and endangered wﬂd amma}s ;

'xg); EREIISS W INCEE L i LB I

aboutthxs in sucetﬂfou*have tme‘pm’/ver to make decrsmns som ourbehalf fo,pmtect the
health and weell-beingeof our community. Youhavethe powerto 'makéthe-moral choicein -

* this matter. Please, let us all celebrate domg the right thingsand-passing-this: Amnendment to
our Amrnal Law

3 e"admgﬁthemray

“} 11 e
SR

Maya JB-Burrells - T
Ketchumgldaho -~ - -
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of ﬂovement separa’aon from natural groupings, restriction of food and water, and
physical abuse are standard operaamc procedures;

9. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) reports that elephants carry a form of
Tuberculosis that is uontaglous to humens and is transmittable through the air;

10. Die to the mobile and transitory nature of traveling circuses, law enforcement

. authorities cannot properly monitor the conditions of the animals or follow up on

previous infractions by traveling circuses; and: - :

11. Restricting the use of exotic and non-domesticated animals in circuses is the most

¢ icosteeffectiveand efﬁment way to. safeguard both animal welfare and pubhc safety

TITLE
“Traveling Exotlc Ammal Protectmns i

AMENDMENT
Title 6, Chapter 4, Section 9, Paragraph 2 (6. 04 090) of the Exotic ledhfe Restncnons Code of

the Clty of Hailey is amended to read CeTL Y L

R _4 433

“TRAVELING EXOTIOsANIMAL PR@TECTIONS”' Ne exhlbttoz may allow fer the partxclpatlen of
an exotic or wildiatfimakinia’ travelmg animal actthat mcludes elephants tlgers, hons other blg

cats;-bedrs;: rren-human ‘pnmates,*exouc reptlles, 'and *Ia:rge aquatlc mammals. -

This resmctlon shall not apply to the use of an exonc or wﬂd ammal
' i In an exhibition at a non—moblle, permanent institution or facility;
ii. As part of an outreach program for educational or: .conservation.purposes.bya
. non-profit orgamzatlon, if the animal used for such purposes is notikept ina
i - mobile heusmg facility forsmore than. 12 hours;asdayze. - . i 5

iii. When a species has a successful h15tory of non-vmlent domestlcatmn, such as
o ¢ camelsyilamasiandbisot e, & . 0 o LA Lunoians e L
iv.  Sodmarodeois uidt oo o Lae L L7 S y

Upon fapp}tcatmn and:subjecttosthe aforementmned resi:nctlons the Pehce Department may grant
a spec1al'perm1t todllow the temporary presénce of demestlcated exotic: species: within city limits

upoty satisfactbryiassurance:to the HaileyPolice:-Departmeént that;publi ic-safety would-not be
Jeoparchzed and that the ammals would be tedted ,humanely wCDnSL zat;omef mestra:mts used for

Restramed'ammals %shall contmue tmﬁave geﬁerahfreedem ef bedﬂy«mevemenuAll tools and
instrimentsof ammal:handlmg'thatresemble bullhooks shali-be banned T T

e s ‘f'}'"':‘ A A LA F U e ST ALY L
EFFECTIVE DA
15 'September‘zel

: "1‘

SUMl\iARY ANALYSIS R

i

Fmancxal . DI : SEENY, .
1 )‘ Since:Law Enforcement Wﬂl not: need 10- momtor and patrol ammal circus env:ronments
: trealize’ cost-savings: AR -
2 )-:Cost savings would:apply to the Clty by avo1dmg the, pote'ltlal s1tuat;on of an escaped or
aggréssive animal that harms the public persons or property. -

Srry NI Y TR T
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2.) “We use circus events to raise money and increase commerce.” Rebuttal: Human
performaece circuses accomphsh this same purpose without the dangerous repercussions
and ethical Vlolatlons of bnngmg abused wild ammals into our commumty

: REFERENCES

e ADI UK, Animals in Travehng Clrcuses The Smence on Suffermg (2006), Animal

Defenders Imematwnal e T
© ADI US;Animals in Travehng Cn‘cuses' The Scxenee on Suffenng (2008), Animal
‘Defenders International
.+ ADLobsérvationisy datafrom collected studles and undercover 1nvest1gat10ns 1996-?068
.. Firstlin ""'*.Second*LmL R T L S A R RS
e -ADDHave Trunk Wﬂl Travel mvest1gat10n, 2@05 Ammal Defenders Intema’aonal
(unpublished)

: ittp/ivewwad-international:org/media -centre/gb. plm‘hd—llzs

* ADI, Bailey Bros, Elephamt Abuge, 2004; published in: Ammals in Travelmg Circuses: The
Science on Suffermg (2008)

. Baxley Bros Elephant Abuse, 2004 ' '
s RapMaki, TS Maple, TlL (2001)»A survey assessment of

: vamanles relate o stereorypy An- captlve gmmes ana okapl Appned Ammal» Behawour
Sctén‘ceﬂ?: R3FERAT e, it gl it Cvedp gt

. B 5 & Plowman; wAwB (20011) The effectofi mcreasmg dletary ﬁbre oni feedmg,

T ‘srummatwi'ranﬂ oral: stereotyples i captlve glraffes:(Gn'affa camelopardahs) Animal
« - Welfarei10: (33 281:290: 1t » .

. Benz, A (2005) The elephant 15! hoof Maemscoplc andmncreseopm morphology of .

lH /j

115 st s i

' p‘e __rSepa::atmmand reumonfm eattle: Physmlogy and: Behavmr 61 693-699
* “Breaking News from the Ringling Trial.”
*ht_tp //WWW bemﬁ'eeusa or,cz/al*aéf u ‘dates h e

b blcorms) mJUS ZOOSJ xbeha,vmr/ breedmg’success and mertal:ty ins relatlen for heusmg
~ facilities. Zoo Blology 18 35-52
gLt C’arlstead, Koy BrownyJo: &Seidensticker:: J 1993 Beliavwralland Adrenecemcal
R‘éspmlses“ t@’EnvxrenmentalaChanges Jin‘Lienpard-Cats (Fehs‘benga:lensw) Z00: Blology
12: 321-331 ERg
 ines 1ChubbipR: & Mason, Gu(2002)iA Review of the Weélfare: of:zoeelephants sz'urope A
.+ iréport Commissioned: by the Reyal Soelety forthe: Preventlonf of Gruelty to Ammals
UK.303pp.
* Creamer & Phillips (1998) The Ugliest:Show on Earth::the use: of ammals in circuses,
i pub Animal :Defenders Intematlenal’ TSBN:.0:905225 12:05: REE
-« Perby;P(2009)Bverything you shouldkrowsabout: Elephants Performmg Ammal
it Welfane Soclety Fowler, M (2“@) Restramt and handlmg of camels Journal of Camel

.......

2 Fewler N E-;:& Mlkota. S.K (2006): Bmlogy, Medlcme and Surgery of Elephants
Blackwell Pubhshmg, Towa. USA
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A emhromnentland' feedmg reglme on the behévior of captive fellds Zoo Blology 16 71-
83 .

Mallag ur ,A & Choudhury, B C. (2009) Behavmral Abnormahties in Captlve

n, D, > ad K C & Wlelebnowskl, . (2004) Cross-~institutional

ment of stress responses in zoo animals using: longltudmal monitoring of faecal
cotticoids and behaviour. Animal Welfare 13: S105-8113-

Suppl. S. Stull C. L., Spier, 8.J., Aldrldge B.M., Blanchard, M & Stott, J.L. (2004).
Immunologmal response to long term transport stress in mature horses and effects of

-adaptogenic dietary supplementatlon as an immunomodulator. Equine Veterinary Journal.

‘36(7)583 -589.

Taroy, L,R., Bashaw, M.J. & Maple, T.L. (2000) Social artachment in giraffe: Response
10 social separatlon Zoo Biology. 19: 41-51.

- Terio, K. A., Marker, L., Munson L. (2004) Evidence for Chronic Stress in Captive but
not Free-rangmg cheetahs (Acinonyx jubarus) based on adrenal morphology and
function. Journal of Wildlife Diseases. 40 (2) 250-266
Tuli Elephant Trial, 2002, South Africa: Prosecution of Riccardo Gh1azza Afmcan Game
Services — Affidavit concerning the capture, treatment and condition of the elephant
calves from the Tuli block
Tuli Elephant Trial, 2002: Prosecution of Riccardo GhJazza Afmcan Game Services:
training of elephants for zoos and circuses
Turner, J. W., Tolson, P. & Hamad, N. (2002) Remote assessment of stress in white
rhinoceros (Ceratothenum simum) and black rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) by
measurement of adrenal steroids in feces. Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine 33 (3):
214-221.

USDA Office of Inspector General (2010) Controls Over APHIS Llcensmg of Animal
Exhibitors, US. Department of Agrlculture, AudwRepolt 33601-10-Ch, June 2010.
Wells, A., Terio, K.A., Ziccardi, M.H. & Munson, L. (2004). The stress response to
env1romnental change in captlve cheetahs (acmqnyx Jubantus) ¥ ou:mal of Zoo and

- Wildlife-Medicine.-35(1)-8-14.

W ‘1ebnowskl, N.C., Fi

all, N., Carlstead K Busso, IM., Brown J.L. (2002). Non- .
invasive assessment of,- nal activity associated with husbandry and behavioral factors
in the North Amencan cl I leopard populatlon Zoo Biology. 21: 77-98.

Young. R.J. (2003) Envirohmental entichment for captlve animals. UFAW Ammal
Welfare Series. Blackwell Pubhshmg, p- 2
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Ammal D : fendets intemahona]

: 6100 W'ishwe Blvd., Suite 1150, Los ANGELES, CA 90048, Tel: +1 323 935 2234 Fax. + 323 935 9234
. W, adiusa, org usa@ad-zntemanonal .org

April 8, 2014
Dear Hailey City Council».M,em’bers,
Re: Wild Anim'a‘Is in tréve_ling circuses

Anlmal Defenders lnternatlonal {ADI) applauds the Halley City Councﬂ for taking the time to consider the
important issue of the use of animals in circuses. ADI has investigated the use of animals in traveling

" circuses both here and around the world. We have filmed and photographed the day-to-day treatment of

animals, animal care practices, and studied the physical and psychologlcal effects of performing and
constant travel in over thirty circuses worldwide. We produce reports and briefings discussing the scientific
and empirical evidence of animal suffering, as well as the legal and economic factors, for local and national
governments.

Please find enclosed some briefings on the key issues including: animal welfare; the effects of captivity and
transport; vxolence, public health and safety, tuberculosis; economics; and regulations, oversight and
enforcement difficulty.

For further mformatlon you can also view the enclosed S’top Circus Suffering DVD with evndence from our
undercover lnvestlgatlons and review our more detailed research included in‘our Science on Suffering

Report which can be VIewed online at the following link: -

Science on Suffering Report http:// bit.lV/science-on-suffering—US

We would be pleased to assist you in any way wuth further background mformatlon
Thank you_ for your attention to this important matter.

Yours sincerely,

Jan Cr’eamer
President

EN:03+ — ] 6, ] — 3 organization
LosAngsele. ~ __._5n e Bogota



Policy Briefing on Wlld Animals in.Traveling Circuses

Animal Defenders International (ADI) applauds the crty of Hailey, Idaho for considering restrictions
on the use of performmg wild animals in travelmg circuses.

There Is extensive evndenre that due to the very nature of a tmvplmn circus, deficits in welfare of .
animals and therefore suf‘fenng is almost inevitable. The need for facilities to be small, collapsible and
mobile, the long, arduous journeys and extended periods inside vehicles contribute to welfare

problems. The chronic stress that this causes has been observed and recorded in the abnormal
behaviors of these animals.

Large cats such as lions and tigers spend between 75-99% of their time in cages on the backs of
vehicles in severely restricted space, with cages barely larger than the animals themselves. Elephants

spend 58-98% of their time chained by at least one leg, and more commonly both a front and a hind
leg, only able to take one step forward or back.

These welfare deficits are then compounded by the need to control these large and potentially

dangerous animals when they are brought in close proximity to the public, creating a serious threat to
public safety. '

For these reasons, we believe it is rmporfant ate the issue of ammah used in traveling show

from that of animals that are normally kept ina permanent facility, and are brought to a specrflc
location to periorm tricks. ‘ :

We strongly recommend an ordinance that bans the exhibition of wild and exotic animals in traveling
circuses on the basis of the evidence summarized below, which has. prompted cities and counties in the
US and abroad to restrict the use of all wild animals in traveling shows.

Introduction an nd Background

B

ADI has provided evidence to city and county authorities in the US and other countries to supbort the
case for a ban on the use of animals in‘traveling circuses, on grounds of protection of the welfare of
the animals and public health and safety.

The scientific evidence is clear — if an animal has no control over its environment, and cannot exercise
its body and mind this can result in repetitive, abnormal behaviors. This indicates compromised
welfare, and suffering.

Policy Briefing City of Hailey, ID - April, 2014 Wild Animal Circuses
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In respon set this evidence, action is bein t k_ nm'th Uﬁand allnve the wor id_
Loca! restﬂ“tions. Currently, 38 cities and counties in 18 states in the US have restncted the use of -
animals in travehng shows mcludmg Southamnton, NY, Green Bay, Wi, Rlchmond MO and most
recently irvine, CA. These restrictions vary between fuit prommt:en on perrormmg animals, -or wiid
animals, or specrfrc specnes (see separate llSt) ‘

uty and locat government bans have been mst;tuted on performing animals in travenng circuses in
many countries around the world, mcludmg the UK (over 200) Austraha Brale Chile, Argentma,
Ireland Spam Canada and others.

Natia nai restrl _i' ns on nerfgrmmg animals in traveling circuses, either wild or all animals, have bee
enacted in 21 coun’mes including Austna Denmark, Finland, Greece Hungary, Croatia, Czech Repubhc .
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sweden, Poland, Portugal Peru, Bolivia, India, Israel, Singapore, Taiwan and
Costa Rica. Countries currently d:scussmg restrictions include the UK, Braznl Ecuador, the US and
Germany.

‘Effects of Travel and Confinement v

ADI's studies of the use of animals in rravehng circuses over the past twenty vears has used long-term

== "l'

’observatlons and undercover footage of animal care. practlces, combined with research and

examination of the scientific evidence of suffering durlng fransport and captlwty (both behavior and
biochemical changes).

T h|s evidence has shown that ammals suffer deprived and restricted environments in travehng
circuses: '

Exte, ded .ne riods of time in vehicies and temporary facilities causes chronic stress. Studies have

“shown that during transport, animals suffer increased heart rate, ralsed hormone levels, lowered

immunity to disease, welght Ioss aggression and-stereotypic behaviors. We have found no evidence

_ that familiarity with transport can necessarily ease stress; in fact the opposite may be true.

In addition to the long and arduous journeys, animals remain in vehicles for excessive periods of
time before and after travel. The animals are typically loaded before the circus is dismantled, and then
afterwards remain in vehicles until the circus is set up at the next location, which can be the next
morning or even afternoon. For example; observations found elephants in a trailer for 19% hours for a

5-hour journey and a sick elephant in her trailer for neariy 18 hours for a 45-minute journey.

Inappropriate sacial groupings have a negative effect on animals. This includes salitary animals forced
to live alongssde other animals; herding or famlly-llvmg animals forced to live alone; and prey animals
kept in close proximity to predators.

» Isolation or separation from companions leads to complex changes in behavior, including a

decreased interest in surroundings, apathy, stereotypies, increased heart rate, vocalizations
and higher levels of physiological stress.

Policy Briefing City of Hailey, 1D - April, 2014 'Wﬂd Animal Circuses : ' 2
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. Ammals forred 3

Denrnved emn anm nts, » Bare bgards and bnrs, emn’r\/ or poor tempgrarv enclosures and tents;
lightweight, portable'facxhtles with little to no envnronmental enrichment, results in the abnormal
behaviors which mchcate that the ammal is not copmg with lts envnronment

Violence in the Circus

The tricks that these animals are forced to perform require extreme physical coercion and violence.
Investigations and undercover footage reveal that training is by use of bullhooks, (a heavy bar with a
sharpened point and hook], stun guns, metai bars, whips, deprivation of food and water and
intimidation. ‘Wild animals are large and potentially dangerous. Unhke domesticated species such as
horses and dogs, their behavior has not been modified for ccmpliance over thousands of years, they
remain wild. Their wild nature is in conflict with their captive environment and their captors and this
contributes to the escalation of the fevels of force and violence. It also means that these animals are
less predictable and more dangerous in public.

Excessive force and abuse commonly occurs at flashpoints during the day. These animals do not want
to perform. Violence occurs most frequently when workers are stressed, such as when moving animals
quickly across open ground or moving unwilling animals into the ring to. get to performance on time.
Often, poorly paid circus workers who lack eéxpertise about the species they are handling resort to
screaming, punching, kicking and beating animals. Sometimes this occurs when they S|mply don't
understand-what the ammal is feeling.

The training sesgin_ns fre_quent’ly s’hown to the media when the circus is on the road are sirhpiy
reinforcement and rehearsals; the animals are plodding through well-worn movements. The real .
training goes on behind the scenes out of the public eye, and has only been exposed by undercover.
mvestlgatlons by ADI and other groups.

Prlmates are taken away from their‘mothers at an early age to ensure emotional and physncal '
dependence upon humans — as they get! older and more dangerous, pumshments can be severe; lions,
tigers-and other large cats are. clubbed; whipped, jabbed with metal poles (including tent poles) and
screamed atto ensure comphance Elephant calves begin training at an early age, when. they are taken

away from their mothers and subjected to a regimen that includes being bound with ropes, chained,
and Jabbed and struck with.a bullhook

ADI's studies have revealed that the. culture of violence in traveling circuses is- related to the need for
direct and very close control over the animals, because they are held in lightweight, temporary
facilities in public areas. it has'been noted that the level of violence appears o correlate with

Policy Briefing City of Hailey, ID - April, 2014 Wild Animal Circuses
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/ild animal xhlbrts), the number of incidents of violent abuse to ammal numbers that -
‘ ilm i fstaggermg Such prevalence cannot be dismissed as bemg related to just

'mevsta‘ble clue t0 the nature of the husbandry, casual low-pald workers with no
Y ¥ q Fnr clgse ggnfml traunmg and rhp j‘vne nfl' ick

| '»Gwen the lative l\, small numbe‘r of animal circuses inthe US, and indeed wor dw' é las compared o

‘...-

Safety, Health and Over5|ght

‘Travelmg cnrcuses ngse a sermus threat to pUbhc safet
Keepmg wild animals confmed under duress in dangerously close proximity to the public in lightweight,
temporary enclosures has proven disastrous. Circus workers, and members of the public, including

children, have been krlled and maimed by circus ammals and lions, tigers and elephants have all
eScaped

Diseased. anlmals pose public. health risk at traveling circuses. . :
An estlmated twelve percent of captive elephants in North America are infected with tuberculosm (TBl

a.contagious disease that can be passed from elephants to humans Documented cases have confirmed
transmnssuon of TB from. elephants to humans.

‘The transrent nature of travelmg crrcuses where both animals and their handlers constantly change,

combined with continuous travel: ‘across the country, makes law enforcement difficult. Local animal
control officers are frequently faced with attempting to protect the welfare of species with which they

~are unfamiliar. St andards are. dlfﬁcu.t to-enforce in these circumstances. Gathering.evidence-of

complrance with local restrictions can be difficult and often a circus has moved on before action can be

taken. Costly oversight arrangements cannot prevent accidents and physucal abuse or protect wild
animals travelmg for months on pnd in small, temporary farllmpq

Ec_dnom‘lc impacts‘of a 'prohibitien within the City of Hailey
Local oversnght costs: ’
The City i !ssues permits for ‘performance related activities” involving wild animals with associated fees

1o’ cover the costs ofi issuing: and enforcing the permits. Even if the fees recover all the fiscal costs, a

on & XOtic nimalé in travelmg circuses would provide a benefit in terms of human resources, in
..ha; ‘Ariimal Control officers’ time would be freed up for other esponsrbllmes.

Constltuents want to see wild animals protected:

,Clrcuses like all American businesses, have to change with the times to stay relevant and profitable. An

educated public prefers to see humane entertainment and human only circuses are thriving. Take for
example Cirque du Soleil, which has'grown from one show in 1990 to 19 shows performing now in 271

. cities, with eight separate shows on stages right now in Las Vegas alone, and generating an estimated

annual revenue e\gggerlmn ¢.8fl_Q million. in ch:\rn contrast, Plrr:\dlllv Circus; a ‘l‘r:\\_lplmn circus that still

uses wild animals, recen’rly canceled shows across Southern California due to poor ticket sales.

Policy Briefing Ctty of Hailey, 1D - Apnl 2014 Witd Animal Circuses
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’ Language

lt lS respectfully suggested that the followmg lang ‘age could form the basxs of a Iocal pollcy or.

This restriction shall not apply to the use of an exotic or wild animal use_d—

{a) In an exhibition ot a non-mobile, p_.:mgnem .'nsj'tu-ia,n'gr,g;ility,. including an accredited zoo
or aquarlum, o '

(b) As part of an outreach program for educattonal or conservatlon purposes by an accredited
zoo or. aquarlum, If the ammal used for such purposes is not keptin a mob:le housing facility
for more than 12 hours a day;

(c) Bya unrversrty, college, laboratory, or other research fac:llty registered under the Animal
Welfare Act

{d) In film, television or advertising if such use does not involve a live public exhibition; or

{e) In a rodeo” " -

day perlod is recommended as it provides a reasonable hmltatton to ensure that the policy
restriction covers only those shows that are constantly travehng, and not other performmg ammal
supp!!ers, It also ensures a rpaqonahle rest period fnr ammals with fra\/p]mg shows.

Poln:y Brlefmg City of Hailey, ID - April, 2014 W/Id Animal Circuses

-166-



6100 Wilshﬂ'e B!vd-, Suite 1150, LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 - Tek +1 323 9352234 Fax: +1 323535 9234

vaww.adiusa, crg usa@ac—m‘temahonal Lorg

Local. Bans on Circus Animals i m the US-—at Octoberz 2012

There are 38 part;ai or full bans on circus animals’i |n mumt:lpahtles in the US, in 18 states.

A ‘partial’ ban or: restnctlon mcludes specific. spec1es/types of performance/certam uses of animals.
. Atthe last count ADI esttmates (conservatively) that there are around 300 exotnc/wnld ammais with US circuses.
_There are currently around 18 non-animal cnrcuses (human only performances)

Species

City/ County Ordinance Prohibition/use
AR, Sherwood ' Wild, exotic Possession
CA, Corona Wild, exotic Display
CA, Encinitas Wild, exotic” Entertainment, amusement
CA, Huntington Beach’ Wild, exotic {Performance
CA, Irvine Wild, exotic Display
CA, Pasadena Wild, exotic Display
CA, Rohnert Park Wild, exotic Display

| CA, Santa Ana Wild, exotic Display
CO, Boulder Exotic Display

| CT, Stamford Al All
FL, Hollywood All Displays or exhibits
FL, Margate All | Painful substances & devices .-
FL, Pompano Beach All I All except education +

B : Painful technigues & devices
FL, Tallahassee All "Exhibiting and performing +
: Use of substances and devices

FL, Clearwater Wild Keeping, harboring
GA, Fulton County Elephants Painful instrument or device
1L, Collinsville All Performing
IN, Fort Wayne’ All Painful substances & devices
KY, Jefferson County All Painful substances & devices

MA, Braintree

Non-domesticated

Entertainment

EIP: 030538111 ASTHSHS) orgarization
Los Angel _ 1 6 7 on e Bogotd

-MA, Quincy Non-domesticated . Entertainment
MA, Revere Non-domesticated - Entertainment, amusement .
MA, Sometville Non-domesticated- Display
MA, Weymouth Non-domesticated Display, entertainment -
MO, Richmond - Wild, exotic Display
NC, Orange County | Wild, exotic Disptay
NC, Chapel Hill Wild; exotic Display
NY, Greenburgh 1 Wild, exotic Circuses
‘NY, Southhampton Wild, exotic Display
'NY, Southhampton ‘Non-wild, non-exotic Painful substances & devices
SC, Aiken -County Al ’ Painful substances & devices
SC, Chester Danigerous Display, exhibition
TX, Simonton ‘Dangerous “Possession
VT, Burlington Non-domesticated Display
| WA, Port Townsend ‘Wild, exotic “Display
WA, Redmond Wild, exotic ‘Display
Wi, Dane County _Elephant ‘Circuses, entertainment
Wi, Green Bay 1 Wild, exotic “Traveling shows, circuses




Wild -A,nimals: in 1'raveling’f *dlrcﬁ-se“sf

Animal Welfare in U.S. Traveling Circuses

The welfare of an animal can be assessed by whether it has control over its
environment and can move about to exercise its body and mind. The ‘Five
Freedoms' defines good animal welfare as: freedom from hunger and thirst; freedom

from discomfort; freedom from pain, injury or disease; freedom to express normal
behaviors; freedom from fear and distress.

Many wild/exotic (non-domestic) animals studied in U.S. traveling circuses by ADI
endure restrictions on most, and sometimes all, of these basic freedoms. A worldwide
study of traveling circus practices shows?:

e Tigers and lions spend between 75% and 99% of their time in severely
cramped cages on the backs of trailers.

© Elephants spend 58% to 98% of their time chained by at least one leg, and
generally, both a front and hind leg.

In the U.S., wild animals in traveling circuses endure confinement, physical and

social deprivation, long, arduous journeys, brutal control methods and physical
violence. Studies have shown?:

® Severe confinement, lack of free exercise and restriction of natural behaviors

causes suffering among all species observed including elephants, tigers,
monkeys and ponies.

e |t is known that restriction of ability to move around and éxisting in deprived
and barren environments causes mental suffering to animals; this oftentimes

results in abnormal, stereotypic behaviors that indicate that the animal is
unable to cope with its environment.

' ¢ 9o .
www.ad-international.org s

Animai Defendars Intemational
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~ There has been growing public concern and

" They suffer particularly badly from the severe

- Thousands of letters are generated to the USDA,

o Studies of animals in traveling circuses have
shown these abnormal behavnors to be
present in all species.

e Animals that would normally hve in a herd or
family group live alone, for example zebras.

e Chaining of elephants for most of the day,

‘restricting their movements o a few steps

- backwards or forwards and worse lack of
" free access to water.

e Long, arduous j Joumeys and excessive .
pe'riO'ds in trailers, before, during and after hained by a front and a back leg,
" the journey. For example, lions and tigers | barely able to move.
remained in their cages and elephants in S '
their trailer for 19 hours for a 5% hour
journey. One circus started a tour in Mexico before heading into the U.S.
and did not return to their permanent quarters for almost eleven months.

‘@ Large animals spending their lives in small 5'x7’ cages on trailers — barely
larger than the animal itself.

® Elephant hooks (also known as a bull hook
or ankus, which are heavy bars with a sharp
hook) were used to punish elephants.

o Eleciric shocks were used on elephants
during training sessions.and while being
walked to the performances.

e Elephants were beaten with a hosepnpe and
broom handle.

o Atiger cub was smashed in the face to make

hlm “behave.”
° An elephant was dragged down and kicked - Wheni'not chairied; circus .- -
in the face as she lay on the ground; the | elephants generally have small
. L . enclosures, frequently on hard
worker had got into a temper. . :

ing (whlch can harm feet)

¢ Often, casual workers who do not
“understand the species they are handiing

use screaming, punching, kicking and beatings to move the animals around
if they perceive a difficulty.

These examples show restrictions of all the basic freédoms of wild and exotic
animals in traveling circuses in the U.S. and are
indicators of poor animal welfare overall.

outrage at the treatment of wild and exotic animals.

confinement and brutality of the traveling circus life.

Congress, the President and to local councils
and governing authorities in cities around the
country, pleading for urgent action to control
these traveling shows.

'sharp elephant hook is the '
~‘common-way of controllmg crrcus i

Despite the best intentions, given the

-169-




these anlmele ere:sflbjlec ed A “can cause’t em 1o
react in ways that can_ present a danger fo the
“'piiblic. A

Such incidents cofitravens the intent of the Animal
Welfare:Act.on humane care’'and tréatment of )

Circus tigers and lions spend most
animals used for traveling circus and exhibition  of their lives in cages on the backs
purposes. . 1 of trucks:

" Public:Safety

Around the world; circus workers and members of the public, inc
have been killed and maimed by circus animals. ’
Common practices in U.S. traveling circuses bring people into d
close proximity to wild animals (non-domestic:
species) by dlsplaymg animals in areas that are
inappropriate, unnatural and unsuxtable for the
exhibition of these animals.

Recent incidents in the U.S. demonstrate that
traveling circuses pose a serious threat to public
safety:

& In February 2010, a zebra escaped from
Ringling Brothers Circus in Atlanta and ran’
into the city. Police had to chase it for 40
minutes until it was recaptured on a busy

-interstate. A few weeks later, the ammal

was euthamzed - Circus animals are frequently- -

' k' moved through mappropnate
® Two weeks earlier, during a pre-show at the . public aregs. - -
same circus in South Carolina, an elephant
broke through a main door and ran into the .

arena. It was reported that there were abqut 100 people

@ On November 4, 2009, an elephant escaped from the Family.Fu
in Enid, Oklahoma and was truck by an SUV on U.S. Inte

e In March 2008, three zebras with Ringling
Brothers Circus in-Baltimore escaped from
their temporary enclosure and ran onto the
traffic lanes. According to press reports, the
same three animals Had previously escaped
in June 2007 in Colorado Springs.

e Alifelong animal trainer was clawed by a
tiger during a performance at Hadi Shrine
Circus.in-Evansville, Indiana, in November
2006. The trainer suﬁered injuries to his
hand and eg

A three month old tiger cub is hit in
‘the face to teach him'to obey.
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Actlon Request

* . Please restrlct the use of exotic and non- -domesticated ammals in travelmg
‘circuses in your jurisdiction. :
o Thxs ordmance will protect the safety of workers and the pubhc.
L ) A wxld ammal circus ordmance is the only and best way to protect animal
" welfare. ,
e The use of domesticated-animals in traveling circuses will not be atfected.

'An educated public_ prefers humane entertainment without wild animal acts.

® A restriction on use of wild animals in traveling circuses lowers costs and
-animal-related accidents.

Cities around the world have recognized the
importance of protecting both wild -animals, and
“the public:

In the United States, 38 cities/counties in 18 states have taken action to restrict wild
animals from traveling circuses (see separate list). Around the world, hundreds of local
ordinances are in place, including in the UK, Europe, South America.

National measures to restrict the use of wild animals, or selécted species/uses have
been adopted in twenty countries around the world, including: Austria, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Malta, Slovakia, Sweden, Portugal, Taiwan, Singapore, Bolivia, Peru, Costa
Rica, India, Israel and others. Similar laws are being discussed in: the United States,
United Kingdom, Netherlands, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, and Norway (see separate list).

Animal Defenders International _

With offices in Los Angeles, London and Bogota, AD! is an international campaign and
animal rescue organization with a commitment to securing progressive animal protection
legislation around the giobe. ADI has a worldwide reputation for providing video and
photographic evidence exposing the behind-the-scenes suffering in the circus industry
and supporting this.evidence with scientific. research on captive wildiife and transport.

Rels .
1. FAWC Five Freedoms, Famm Animal Wellare Council, press stalement, 1979, fawe.on. .pdt.
2. Animal Detenders intemational. Animals in Traveling Circuses: The Science on Suffering(2008).

ADl
Animal Defenders International
6100 Wllshl_re Blvd, #1150
Los Angeles, CA 90048
Tek: {323)$35.-2234 . . Fax:{323) 935-9234
-1 7 1- “rww.ad- mtemattonal org



The Effects of Captivity & Transport on Wild Animals

When animals need to adapt to both accommodation and husbandry practices for the
traveling environment a number of issues and challenges arise. While attempts may be
made to manage these challenges, we would submit that the practical difficulties they
present are an integral part of the traveling circus environment and, therefore, cannot be
completely eradicated. Wild and exotic (non-domestic) animals suffer serious problems.

Limited periods in the same location

The nature of the traveling circus is such that most of the year is spent on tour; this is the
primary source of income. The Bailey Brothers Circus started one tour in Mexico before
heading into the U.S. and did not return to their permanent quarters for aimost eleven
months. They took a six-week break before departing again. Generally, a circus will
spend between a few days and two weeks at a particular location, sometimes longer.

Portabie accommodation

A circus needs to be able to set up and dismantle accommodation on a weekly basis —
caging and fencing therefore, needs to be collapsible, small and lightweight. Thus, the
very nature of the business sets restrictions on the animal facilities that can be provided.

Even if large transporters and complex enclosures were available, there would still be a
cost to animal welfare; the animals would need to spend even longer waiting to be
unloaded while more extensive and complex enclosures and caging are erected.

The character of a site (e.g., parking lots or industrial areas) can also have an impact on
animai welfare. Animals tied on concrete or asphalt will suffer a poor environment,
unnatural hard standing, lack of interest and stimulation. Busy downtown activity adds to
the circus noise, lights, visitors and vehicles that can disturb animals attempting to rest.

!"

www.ad-international.ora

Animal Defenders international
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Frequent transportation

On a regular, often weekly, basis animals must be ioaded onto
transporters and taken to a new location. The common routine is for
animals to be loaded in the late afternoon on a Sunday, remaining in their
transporters until the rest of the circus is loaded and then traveling to the
new location. The animals are not unloaded until the next morning or
even afternoon’.

Inevitably, some animals will become sick or injured or even give birth on
tour. At-best, sick or injured animals would face:a long journey back to
the circus’ permanent quarters to recover, but it is more common for the
animal to continue the tour. The distances involved in traveling across
the the U.S. means that once animals leave their permanent facility, they
are soon well beyond the point of no return.

Extended periods in transporters

As menttoned earher animals suﬁer extended periods in vehicles due to
" the need to dismantle and pack.up the circus for travel and then, on

arrival at the new location, erect the facilities before finally unloading the

animals. Thus, they must remain in their trailers for far longer than the *
Journey has taken.

Even a short ] journey can entail several hours in vehicles. This extended
confinement represents poor animal welfare and causes suffering. For
example, observations found elephants in a trailer for 19% hours for a 5-
hour journey and a sick elephant in her trailer for nearly 18 hours for a 45-
minute journey?.

When animals are moving to and from.the circus to fulfil additional
commitments — for example elephants giving rides at fairs —it can
significantly increase the time they spend in transporters. Elephants with
Bailey Brothers Circus spent a whole day inside the trailer, traveling to a
Hindu festival to provide rides. Two days later, they traveled from Austin
to Kansas and did not ieave the trailer for the entire day. As a result, ina
72-hour period the elephants left their transporter for only six hours, in
order to give rides at the festival. Following this, they were driven to
Butler, Missouri, and were not let out of their trailer until noon. One
elephant was immediately chained up outside and only released for the
afternoon show.

Such distances and schedules are unavoidable in a traveling circus or
exhibition, and therefore, by their very nature, these shows present a
welfare cost to the animals they use.

The scientific evidence on suffering

A review of the scientific literature on studies of the effects on animals of

transport, captivity and confinement elucidates the biological indicators of
stress, as well as the behavioral and psychological effects. Three widely
used groups of wild animals are considered here:

Elephants

It has previously been found that “species that were naturally wide-
ranging were more vulnerable to welfare problems in captivity, including
psychological dysfunction and stress as exemplified by stereotypy’®.

A stereotypy is a repeated, relatively invariate sequence of movements,
which has no obvious function®. Stereotypies are indicators that the
animal is having problems coping with the environment which, “While
commonly observed in elephants in captivity, stereotypic behavior has
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_ally, lmproper foot leg and splne posture
s A l 4 B

P

Lions have diets and feedl g'patterns it :
captivity where they lack the opportunity for brief, b
exertlon related o huntlng s, therefore, perhap

’Tgers are’ sohtary hunters in the wrld wnth Ilmlted contact. Their

solitary way of life makes them unsuitable for housmg in groups, as both
sexes‘are territorial-and-fights: are likely to‘occur'®.. A study of the.circus
l“r-‘x‘di‘:i‘s.‘tW{’él‘“e“S‘c’;ﬁbea§hb’w diréuses oftenvtrarisport tigers in groups and that
‘sevére fights can‘break-out™. Circus tigers have shown a wide range of
abnormal behaviors, mcludlng stereotyples such as pacing, which has

beeR shown to incréase as the ddration of transport increases™.

Non-human primates

Captlwty affects dn‘ferent ammal specnes in very dlfferent wa
however, consensus, among researchers regarding thethigherr
" suffering for the species with more mtelllgence and cognitive abilities®.
Clearly, the lmpoverlshed enVIronment and lack of stimulation in the .

pnmates

Chimpanzees dlsplay a range of postures-and ges’ture
inthe same corjtext, as humans'®. For these highly-intelli
stress may be psycholdgical as well as: physmal17
: soctally deprived individuals show reduced levels
- athigher level of abnormal behav;or as*well asa
behaviors®, -

The demands of continual transport and re-adjustment a
directly related to abnormal primate behavior whi

‘Travelirg shows are no place for wlld animals.*

-
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Action Request

® Please restrict the use of exotic and non-domestlcated animals in fraveling
circuses in your jurisdiction.
® This ordinance will protect the safety of workers and the public.
K ‘A wild animal circus ordmance is the only and best way to protect animal
welfare.

Theuse of domestlcated animals in traveling circuses will not be affected.
An educated public prefers humane entertainment without wild animal acts.

A restriction on use of wild animals in traveling circuses lowers costs and
animal-related accidents.

Cities around the world have recognized the importance
of protecting both wild ammals, and
the public:

in the United States, 38 cities/counties in 18 states have taken action to restrict wild animals
from traveling circuses (see separate list). Around the world, hundreds of local ordinances are
in place, including in the UK, Europe, South America.

National measures to restrict the use of wild animals, or selected species/uses' have been
adopted in twenty countries around the world, including: Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Malta, Slovakia, Sweden, Portugal, Taiwan, Singapore, Bolivia, Peru, Costa Rica, India, |srael
and others. Similar laws areé being discussed in: the United States, United Kingdom,
Netherlands, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, and Norway (see separate list).

Animal Defenders International

With offices in Los Angeles, London and Bogota, ADI is an international campaign and animal

rescue organization with a commitmient to securing progressive animal protection legislation

around the globe. ADI has a worldwide reputation for providing video and photographic

evidence exposing the behind-the-scenes suffering in the circus industry and supporting this
~ evidence with scientific research on captive wildlife and transport.

Rels:

1. ADI observations: dala from collected studies and undercover investigations, 1996 -2008.

2 ADl observations: data from collected studies and undercover investigations, 1996-2008.

3. Poole, J and Grank, P, Chapter 1, Mind and Movement: Meeting the Interests of Elephants in Fothman, D.L. Kane LF Hancocks D and Waldau P.F (Eds). An Elephant in the Room: The Science and Well-
being of Elephants in Captivity, (2009) Tults University

4. Broom, D. M. & Johnson, K.G. (1393). Stress and Animal Welfare. Chapman and Hall. London.

5. Bradshaw, G. A, chaptar 4, (nside Looking Out: Neurethalogical Compromise Elects in Elephants in Captivity, in Forthman, D.t, Kane L.F, Hancocks D and Waldau P.F (Eds), An Elephant in the Room: The
Science and Well-eing of Elephants in Capivity, (2009). Tufts University

6. Derby, P (2009} Everything you should know about elephants, Performing Animat Welfare Society.

7. Poole, J and Grank, P, Chapter 1, Mind and Movement: Meeling the Interests of Elephants in Forthman, D.L. Kane L.F, Hancocks D and Waldau P.F (Eds), An Elephant in the Room: The Science and Well-
being of Elephants in Captivity, (2009) Tults University

8. Clubb, R. & Mason, G. J. (2006) Nalural behavioural biology as a risk factor in camivore wellare: How analysing species differences could help 2008 improve enclosures. Applied Animal Behavior Science. In
Press.

9. Altman, 4, D., Gross, K. L, Lowry, S. R. (2005) Nutritiona) and Behavioural Effects of Gorge and Fast Feeding in Captive Lions. Journal of Applied Animal Weltare Science. 8: 1 47-57

10. Macdonald, D. (2001) The New Encyclopedia of Mammats. Oxford University Press.

1. Nevil, C. H. & Friend, T.H. {2003) The Behavior of Circus Tigers during transport. Applied Animal Behavior Science. B2: 329-337

12, Nevil, C. H. & Friend, T.H. {2003) The Behavior of Gircus Tigers during transport. Applied Animal Behavior Science. 82: 329-337

13. Paimour, R. M., Mulligan, J., Howbert, J. J. and Ervin, F. (1997) Of monkeys and men: Vervets and thagemcs of human-ike bebaviours. Amenenr\ Joumal of Human Genetics 61 (3); 481-488.

14.Page, S. L and Goodman, M. (2001) Catarrhine Dhyiogeny Noncoding DNA evidence for a diphyleti and fora h Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 18
(1):14-25.

15. Companion Animal Wetfare Council (2003) Report on the wetiare of non-domesticated animals kept for companionship.

16. Boyd Grolip Papers o The Use Of Non-Human Primates in Research and Testing June 2002 - Paper 2: Empirica) evidence on the mora) status of non-tuman primates, pp, 20- 32

17. Wollensohn, S. E. (1997). Brief review of the scientilic studies on the welfare implications ol transparting primalas. Laboratory Animals 31: 303-305.

18. Martin, J. E. {2002} Early life experiences: activity levels and abnomat s in Animal Wellare 11: 419-436.

19. Mariner, L. M. and Drickamer, L. C. (1994) Factors influencing stereotyped behavior of primates in a oo, oo Bidlogy. 13 (3):267-275.

“ 0P .,
Animal Defenders International
6100 Wilshire Blvd, #1 1 50
Los Angeles, CA 90048
Tel: (323) 935-2234 Fax: {323) 935-9234

www.ad-international.org
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The wolence flash points during the clrcus wor mg‘ day |

During an average performing week, usually twice a day, performmg ammals with.
traveling circuses will be moved from their living quarters or temporary enclosures to the
circus ring to perform. This often entails moving large and potentially- dangerous ammals
across open ground. They are often unwilling or distracted.

The transfer from the cage to the circus ring creates two factors 'that"'oa'n result in-animat:
suffering: Firstly, workers are under pressure to get the animals into the ring on time, and
secondly, they need to keep the animals moving to prevent them ldent ifying opportunities
for escape. As a result, these workers (who are often untrained general hands, not
animal presenters or trainers) may abuse the animals due to irritation, anxiety, stress and
sometimes simply because they don’t understand the species that they are handling'.

Thus, large cats are usually chased down temporary cage tunnehng usrng screaming and
bars to bang on the tunneling; they are moved as quickly as possible in order to focus
their attention. Groups of elephants are led (or chased) through the circus to get to the
big top quickly, in order to minimize the risk of them being out in the open for too lohg and
therefore given time to think. If there is a delay before going into the nng, they are oﬁen
made to go over their tricks to keep their attention. '

Although some animals that are well versed in their routine may appear ‘caim, without
close control and discipline, a minor event or the sight of something unusual can ‘cause
panic. Wild, non-domesticated animals traveling with circuses have riot been b_red over
thousands of years for compliance and familiarity with humans; their wild nature can
make them unpredictable. Thus, handlers shouting, banging bars, threatening, hitting
and whipping the animals commonly accompanies animal movement around the circus.

The close proximity of large and dangerous animals to the public, and the temporary
nature of the facilities holding them, means that these shows can never be entirely safe.
While traveling with the Bailey Brothers Circus, Krissy the elephant escaped frequenty,

R 037

0'

AD i
www.ad-international.org .

Animal Defenders International
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- even dismantling the electric fenice. She threw hay, grass and stones at people and had a reputation for comering and
pushing circus workers. Despite this behavior, the circus allowed her to be fed by the public, separated by just a small,
termmporary, metal barrier. Around the world, circus workers and members of the public, mcludmg children, have been
killed or maimed by circus animals. LlOl’lS tlgers and elephants have all escaped.

CII‘CUS Ammal COntrol Methods

In the circus, intelligent and social creatu_‘res with ;acknowledged cultura
shackledto the ground by one front and:one reardegdn: o

_ backward; and-cannot exhibit most of th
‘Slephant shackled next to them?2: Many circusi
enclosure but the elephants’ free time is llmlt

! cess tosa pen or outdoor
‘ ., and fhe elephants have to be

[ i 2 only. chained 'from.the time-the workers finish
hen they,arnv the-.next day Therefore over half“the el__, hants’ tinfe (up to 12 hours) may be spent
-ch ed foa. stake in the: ground or. msrde a fruck’. .

is y’th that crrous anrmals are trarned usmg kmdness and reward AD!’s undercover

"l'he foliowing cruel and archaic methods are used on eiephants for example

The bullhook/elephant hook (ankus) A heavy bar with a sh Iy "al hook at the end is
jabbed into the elephant’s sensitive areas (behind the. ears; near th ; between the legs;
.on bony areas; under ‘the stomach) in order to: discourage uhde_ behavror

Martingales: These are restraints. One end is fastened onto the elephant S tusks the
other end attached to chains around their front feet. These restrict head movement, the
- severity of which depends upon the length of the chain.

Chaining to the ground: Frequently used in the circus, the animal’s movément is

restricted for protracted lengths of time, usually from the evening until the, next mornmg
. Typically one front and one back leg will be chained, sometimes th
~animal only able to walk one step forward and backward. Some s¢ie
these long periods of forced inactivity contribute to the development-

such as rocking and weaving; possibly an attempt to relieve the pres;
muscles.

13 al 'behavrors
-on joints’ and

| Electric shock: Elephants may be punished with electric prods, joll:ed'.by the electric
current, to discourage “undesirable behavior”.

Whips: Whipping i is especrally brutal” as the “sting of a whip is excrucra’nngly pamful o an
elephant™.

The concept of punxshment is not something that is seen in natural elephant socrety The
- claim that- punrshment is ‘natural’ for elephants is rncorrect Aworld; i

e[ephant society [and] therefore something that an elephanr can und‘erétand”." And, “I have
never seen calves "dlsapllned" .Elephants are raised i in an /ncred/bly positive.and loving

Zoos manage their elephants utlizing one of three key management systenis: free contact ’
i protected contact and passrve control Free contact (where the handler is in constan’t

elephants, usually domlnatmg the animals. As this makesthe handler vulnerable the

elephants may be restrained and manlpulated with harsh dlsmplrne

ori-domesticated animals ar methods. Protected contact or passive control is not feasible in the: tra elmg circus.
situation because it is not possible io create areas where the ammal
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separated from the handlers. Protected contact and passive con;c” ol,systems ;{;?QULF% A
permanent facilities: Whereas in thetraveling circus, domination overthe animal IS

gainegdby.using:method invelvingwviclencerphysical:punishmentds wsed@ssadosl =»

24! 2ottt b= AR

which, in turn, can lead to increased aggressmn7 Sugh:fraining:hasbeen ©
by renowned elephant experts8 ) .
SNl T Orl ity W vineas et fondn lhw asnunedie evll R

» Egrsitnoionn OF vow jond D g AR e Snrdon Dl £ @

Trajm_mg, hiiman interaction, the lmpact on ‘the animal

Elephants iy oaptiwtyzdognot haveithe;:space;@nthe‘ablhty ‘tcrexpend,the Vastus w5

amounts of energy that, they have, or1o fl” thelr da}y gnitiy and food . _
CEREG SRENEITL TGS W 3R 27 pids ‘ SN A, §

processing, as they wouldin the Wild. This’ pent up “energy and frustratlon can Iead

to the slephantkeeperbeinginjureddiavay s siemtird biw b9 sau ar selivhiee & ¢

prainiorns Desblenelnm.
Actual training of thie animals takes place in secret. ‘Traifing SESeIONS SoaN By

public and media when on the road are simply rehearsals; the animals are being put

through well-wom paces. Circus animals are reminded during these rehearsals that
sdlisobedien il be-purished:sEvenshuge;: powerfulanimalszcan besbeatemsintomid i

submission. Young anlmals S0 inquisitive and playful Iearn from_an early age that

“:,b
disobedience is not tolerated avlesson'repeated ‘throtughout haitlivessis

”."

In order to be useful for entertainment, highly intelligent and emotional 'anlrh‘é{lsf suchfe
as primates are removed from their family group to create a relationship of -
deperidency.. Handlers,and trainers,require regular, onesto-one,. contact,withyoung .

.- primates;to-maintain.conirol, over{the animal, which makesthem dependeniand:. .. .
more likely to be obedient. The handler. becomes: Ahe; only squrce.of fogd;: .water and, -
approval Tralners depnve performing primates of normal social contact with their

m.into.a. ionely worldﬁwhere food, water, and affection are tlge

AR

An elephant hook is used to'bé

esf

T 1r'r‘~9.[ s

performancesuls,\ in realitys a-

nmaoe of fear

It is theséémotiohally arid’ somaify deprived condltlonsi o'mtjined'\}vith-t}éaﬁn"gS;’Whidh%have o',r,
by abused and mentally SishrBEa animals, 1 U R T e ERT LR e :

Aggression by handlers towards animals can be physical and verbal — either can intimidate a
and stress makes these-animals more dangerous. ADI has filmed:

@ A full-grown lioness urinated in fear, when she was screamed at

o Lions and tigers shouted at, poked, prodded, stones thrown at them and struck with met
#® Atigress being beaten with a tent pole ‘
® Alioness r,ammed.in the mouth with a tent pole

o Camels, l!amas and other animals being beaten, kicked and punched

Rical £37 3y

ry An:_ éphant hacked ln the ieg WIth a goh‘ club so that she

fellto her:knees - :;«’s.: c e e

® Atigercub smashed in the face to make him “béhave”” ™ *

® An elephant dragged down with vicious blows and then kicked in the face as she lay on the ground

T

The use of punishment on elephants is acknowledged ard accepted;
“Punishment may also be used to establish social or physical.¢ domir

elephants uses physical punishment first to-establish dominancé and then éhlﬁs to relnfofcernénr tra/nmg to eétabiish
desired behavior patterns’.

e

it would be easier on our consciences to suppose that only a few “rogue” handlers abuse the animals in their care.
However, the San Francisco Chronicle reported ‘I phant handlers all over the country concede that they regularly




Action Request

® Please restrict. the use of exotic and non-domestlcated animals in traveling
circuses in your junsdlc'non. :
“This ordinance will protect the safety of workers and the public.

A wild animal circus ordlnance is the only and best way to protect animal
welfare. -

® Theuseof domesticated animals in-traveling circuses will not be affected.
@ An edu’cated public prefers humane entertainmenf without wild animal acts.

@ A restriction on useof wrld animals in travelmg circuses Iowers costs and
ammal related accidents.

Cities around the world have recognized the importance
of protectmg both wild animals, and
the public:

In the United States, 38 cities/counties in 18 states have taken action to restrict wild animals
from traveling circuses (see separate list). Around the world, hundreds of local ordinances are
in place, including in the UK, Europe, South. America.

National. measures to restrict the use of wild animals, or selected species/uses have been
adopted in twenty countries around the world, including: Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Malta, Slovakia, Sweden, Portugal, Taiwan, Singapore, Bolivia, Peru, Costa Rica, India, Israel
and others. .Similar laws are being discussed in: the United States, United ngdom
Netherlands, Brazil, Chite, Columbia, and Norway (see separate list).

Animal Defenders International

With offices in Los Angeles, London and Bogota, AD! is an international campaign and animal rescue organization with a
commitment to securing progressive animal protection legislation around the globe. ADI has a worldwide reputation for
providing video and photographic evidence exposing the behind-the-scenes suffering in the circus industry and supporting
this evidence with scientific research on captive wildlife and transport.

Rets

1 AT ensenvabons: dada from cotlected stdies and undercover investigations, 1996-2008,

2. Sehmid, J. {1995). Keepirg circus elephants temporasily in paddocks: The effects on heir behavior. Anm-.al Wellare. 4 §7-101

5. Detby, P. (2009) Everything you snould know atout Eiephants, Perdorming Animals Welfare Sociaty, . p.8

4. Epnhman, D.L, Kane LF, Hancocks D and Waldau P.F {Eds), An Eiephant in the Room: Tha Stience and Wall»b»ng of Elephants in Captivity. (20038), Tults Universty pgzss)

5. Fowler, M.E. & Mikota. 5.K {2006) Biology Medicing, and Surgery of Eephants. Blackweli Publishing, lowa. USA pg.54

6, Fowler, M.E. & Mikota. S.K. (2006) Biology, Medicing, and Surery of Elephants. Biackweli Publishing, lowa. USA

7. Siubb, A, & Masor, G. (2002} A Review of e weliams of 200 elzphants tn Surope. A fepon commissianad by the Roya! Sotiely for the Dv-wnuon oiCmrw ¢ Animals, UK

8. Atfidavit conceming the capture. treatment and condiscn of the elephant caives Hor e Tult blosk ~ available on-ine at httpi/vrwe, it _Tuli_case.pdi
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Wild Animals in Traveling Circuse

Public Health and Safety

Disease

The spread of diseases between animals and people has been documented in scientific
literature. A paper describes the transmission of Tuberculosis (TB) from elephants to
humans: three elephants from an exotic animal farm in lllinois who were being used in a
circus, died between 1994 and 1996, and were found to have TB. Of twenty-two handlers
tested, eleven tested positive for TB, although the risk from human-to-human was thought
to be unlikely due to the lack of a cough in the handler with active disease. However the
three elephants that died "had evidence of widespread pulmonary disease and, therefore,
represented a greater risk for dissemination.” The paper also discussed the problem that
the real risk for transmission to the general public is poorly understood'.

As one study showed, it is not always apparent when an elephant has TB. The authors
said, “most elephants with active TB have no clinical signs of disease”. The study pointed

out that the only officially recognized test for TB in elephants, trunk wash culture, has
serious limitations?.

Bearing this in mind, there is a clear case for concern about public health. It has been
reported that there were 34 confirmed cases of tuberculosis in elephants in the U.S.
population between 1994 and June 20053,

Accidents and escapes

Circus workers and members of the public, including children, have been killed and
maimed by circus animals. Lions, tigers and elephants have all escaped.

Common circus working practices increase the likelihood of such incidents by bringing

2 "
ADv
www.ad-international.orr
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people into dangerously close proximity to wild
animals. Any animal can be unpredictable,

.especially when stressed or if it sees an

opportunity to escape its confinement. The 2007

. San Francisco Zoo tragedy illustrated how agile

blg cats can escape even a purpose-built facility*.
Itis easy to see that the risks are much greater in
the portable facilities found in traveling circuses.

& In April 2010 a startled elephant stamped
its trainer to death at the Irem Shrine,
which was hosting the James Hamid
Circus. The cause of the incident was not
finally estabhshed but it was reported that
the elephant came into contact with
electrical wires:

o On at least two occasions, zebras from Ringling
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus have
escaped. In 2008 three ran out into traffic
before being caught; in 2010 one zebra
escaped onto a busy interstate and led
police and keepers on a 40-minute chase
through downtown. The circus said: “it
‘was just an unavoidable accident”.

e In April 2010, it was reported that-an
elephant belonging to a traveling circus in
Vietnam killed a 13-year-old boy. The boy
and several friends found the elephant
chained to a truck inside a local stadium
and teased i, throwing things atit. The
distressed elephant grabbed the boy and
twice threw him to the ground. The boy
suffered brain injuries and died on the way
to hospital. The circus said the accident
happened when the guard had gone to lunch.

e 2004; at the Bailey Brother Circus, Penny .

.the zebra escaped from her pen twice in
four days. She wauld put her head through
the metal railings and lift the hinges; she
also barged the railings and paced when
her companion pony, Tony, was away
performing. Penny would also try to
escape when workers moved her from the
enclosure to her trailer, pulling and kicking.
Occasionally, she bit circus workers and
members of the public.
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e A 16-year-old on holiday in China in 2006

wandered through tWo nenghborhoods
before trying to cross the road The
keeper at the Circo Ukiion circus said
untied her se she could eat. She never did
this before, but suddeply she ran at full
speed arid broke through the gate”.

Ireland in 20086; an elephant lited an
electric wire over her head ant’then charged at _
a member of the public who had taken his A
granddaughter to see the animals. The elephant
hit him in the back knocking him to the ground;
hit him in the chest and then stamped on

him. The man commerited that the
psychological terror of the expérience was
worse than the physical injuries.

was attacked by a tiger. On a visit to a
Chinese circus-the victim-had her photo
taken on the stage and was then attacked
from behind by the animal. The tiger broke
her ankle, causing a 5-inch wound on her
leg, down to the bone.

Krissy an Asian elephant performing with
Bailey Brothers Circus in Oklahoma and
Kansas in 2004, repeatedly escaped; she was -
able to dismantle the electric fence. She threw
hay, grass and stones at people and had a
reputation for cornering and pushing circus
workers. Despite this potentially
dangerous behavior, the circus allowed
Krissy to be-fed by the public, protected by
just a small, temporary, metal barrier.

These incidents highlight the
danger to the public of using wild
and exotic (non-domestic) animals
in traveling circuses.
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Action Request

[ ] Please restrict the use of exotic and non-domesticated_ animals in traveling
circuses in your jurisdiction.

® This ordi"nanée will prbtect the safety of workers and the public.

] A wiid ammal circus. ordmance is the only and best way to protect animal
welfare. .

9 ‘The use of domesticated animals in traveling circuses will not be affected.

[ ] An educated public prefers humane entertainment without wild animal acts.

[ A rgs’trictioﬁ on use of wild animais in traveling circuses lowers costs and

animal-related accidents.

Cities around the world have recognized the
importance of protecting both wild animals, and
the public:

In the United States, 38 cities/counties in 18 states have taken action to restrict wild
animals from traveling circuses (see separate list). Around the world, hundreds of local -

~ordinances are in place, mcludlng in the UK, Europe South America.

National measures to restrict the use of wild animals, or selected species/uses have
been adopted in twenty countries around the world, including: Austria, Czech Repubilic,
Denmark, Malta, Slovakia, Sweden, Portugal, Taiwan, Singapore, Bolivia, Peru, Costa
Rica, India, Israe} and others. Similar laws are being discussed in: the United States,
United Kingdom, Netherlands, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, and Norway (see separate list).

Animal Defenders International }

With offices in Los Angeles, London and Bogota, ADI is an international campaign and
animal rescue organization with a commitment {o securing progressive animal protection
legistation around the giobe. AD! has a worldwide reputation for providing video and .
photographic evidence exposing the behind-the-scenes sufiering in-the circus industry
and supporting this evidence with scientific research on captive wildlife and transport.

222) “Myobacterirm u barculosis infecton as a Zoonolic Tiseasa. Transmission tetween Hunans and l’.(xp rants” Emerging Infectious Diseases, ved. 4, no, 2
Al 10 defined anti of uelun'al Iat endy diagnosis, ana monna'mg of wraatment, Tinicat and

762005t
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ADV

Animal Defenders International
6100 Wilshire Blvd,-#1150
Los Angeles, CA 80048
Tel: {323)935-2234 ' Fax: {323) 935-9234
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factors which mclude the degree and amount of contact between t
infected animal. Although there are no direct confi rmied cases of TE
circus, this does not mean that such transmission is not possuble or that it has not *
occurred. As discussed below, it is possibie for TB to be passed from: elephants to,-

humans, even without direct physical contact.

A recent Vanderbilt University article estimated that of approxrmately 500 captlve
elephants in North America, around 12 percent of Asian and 2 percent of African have a
TB infection. The Vanderbilt website was discussing recent research findings that
concerned an outbreak of TB in humans. One of the authors of the paper about an
outbreak in 2009 said “Ours is the first study to clearly document TB transmission from an
elephant with TB disease to humans” Another of the co-authors advised “This study will

be of great interest to the captive-elephant community, which includes zoos, circuses and
private owners” !

The paper describes the transmission of TB from elephants to administrative staff with no
direct contact with elephants, at an elephant refuge. The problem of TB and its
transmission between elephants and humans is complicated by the fact that “no standard

definition exists for latent TB'in elephants, and no sound clinical criteria exist for
diagnosing TB in elephants”.

The authors suggest that the transmission was aided by the practice of washing the
elephant quarantine area with a high pressure washer on a daily basis, which would have
resulted in a dense mist of moisture which could then drift o the administration block.
The paper reported that "All 3 administrators who worked in these areas had no direct
contact with elephants, but their TST [tuberculin skin test] results converted”. The team’
explains the difficulties involved in this field of disease study as elephants with negative
TB test results may still be infected. The authors highlight how "Knowledge gaps exist

il LO57
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. about the timing between elephant
exposure, seroconversion, latent

* infection, active disease and shedding",

showing how the situation regarding this -

d:sease is far from clear—cut 2

TRe authors coriclude that ¢ Captlve
¢lephants have emerged as-an
ne tl pated source of M tuberculosis

integrated in our strategies to
control and-eliminate TB" 2.

Another paper, this time in the Veterinary
Record,-described how “Zoo animals,
.especially animals such as elephants

1at can be handled, are in close and
frequent contact with people who may be
infected, thus enabling the disease to
spréad to the animals and back again to
- other people” 3 the:paper goes on to
how the fact that the sources of

4 !
captive elephants than has been
reporred’

-case of zoonoti
fransmlselon. T

elephant rides” . Thls proposes that there are degrees of nsk and that vxsmng the crrcus altho,
risk activity, it is not without risk.

A public health note written by a veterinarian at the Los Angeles County depariment of health si

infected animals, wherever the venue, does involve an element of risk. This is reiterated in a pap

Exotic Pets and Emerging Zoonoses’ 7, , which states that “Exposure to captive wild animals at cir
also be a source of zoonotic infection.” '

APHIS s Policy 218, concerns the control of TB-in elephants. It outlines how “Several elephants owned by licensed
exhibitors have either tested culture positive for tuberculosis or have died due to this disease. In addlt/on, .elephants
with tuberculosis can transmit the disease to other elephants other animals, and, potentially, to hurhans”. To this end,
APHIS AC (Ammal Care) requues penodlc testmg of all AWA regulated elephants In addmon an APHIS FAQ. adwses

‘tuberculosis management states that “All employees in contact with elephants should be TB skln tested.yearly andm
“New employees should be tested prior to any contact with the elephants’ 1°.

However, as one study showed, it is not always apparent when an elephant has TB. The authors aid; most e/ephants
ins

elephants trunk wash culture, has serious l|m|ta’nons11
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Action Request |

° ic  "ﬁajn_bpi-.;iom:e:si‘igated animals ih traveling gircuses in
* .
[ ) 'A wild anin al c’ircué Ordi'na”nce is the only and best way to pi‘otect animal welfare,
‘e T he use of démestlcated animals in travellng clrcuses will not be affected.
® An educated pubhc prefers humane entertamment wnthout wnld animal acts.
® A restnctlon on use of w:ld ammals in travellng circuses lowers costs and anlmal-related accidents.

Cities around the world have recognized the |mportance of protecting both
wild animals, and the publlc'

in the United States, 38 cit,ies/courjties in 18 states have taken action to restrict wild animals from traveling circuses (see
separate list). Around the world, hundreds of local ordinances are in place, including in the UK, Europe, South Ametica.

National measures to restrict the use of wild animals, or selected species/uses have been adopted in twenty countries around
the world, including: Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Malta, Slovakia, Sweden, Portugal, Taiwan, Singapore, Bolivia, Peru,
GCosta Rica, India, Israel and othets. Similar Jaws are being discussed in: the United States, United Kingdom, Netherlands,
Brazil, Chlle Columbia, and Norway (see separate list).

Animal Defenderé International
With offices in Los Angeles, London and Bogota, AD! is an international campaign and animal rescue organization with a :
commitment to securing progressive animal protection legisiation around the giobe. ADI has a worldwide reputation for

providing video and photographic evidence exposing the behind-the-scenes suffering in the circus industry and supporting
this evidence with scientific research on captive wildlife and transport.

Rels L k ) 5 ¢
ransmit-| 5d 01704141 .

2.Murphes R. gt a/(2011) "Elep! H Transml { 2009" Emnrmnglnlumwsmseasss vol17, no.3, pp.366-371

3, Stembery Lewerin, S. ot al (2005} "Outh: caplive Asian elephanta in a Swedish Zoo", The Vslunniryﬂewrd vul156 pRAT75

4 Mlmalnk K. ot af(1998) ‘Mycobacterium tubarculosls [ifection a5 a Zoonotic Dlseaso Trensmission betwean Humans and Elephants.", Emerging infactious Diseases, vol. 4, 10.2, pp.283-% 257

5 Ryan, C P. (1557) TubsrculoszshCrrwsElsphans' Southem Callfrnia Veterinary Medical Association, Jantary pp.6-9

’ 7 Chml :1 B st al (2007 Ems:gmg!n!acbaus msaasss.vol 13, 0.1, pp 511
8.

8. hitp:/h ""' "" al_wellar phan 11.pd1 —access edmmon ]
1o. usds. _' eifar st 15.5_eig.pdl - Accessied 09/03/2011
1L ko, K. P(mos) sis In dlst Antibody to defined MbgensclMymhaclenumlubemlom potential for eary diagnosis, and moniloring of treatment. Clinical and vaccine immunology p: 772-730.

6100 Wilshire' Blvd #1150
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Tel: {323)935:2234 Fax: (323) 935-9234
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-186-



Increase employment

- Increase revenue and growth i

: A*prohlbmon of wﬂd/exotlc \anlmals incircuses’ would notend. mrcuses*(or,even all anlmals in
theshiow):it:is a:propertionate, feformmeasurerefiecting modern understanding.ofthe
needslofithese animals, which:are:not: Ldomeshcated andretainstheirwild: charactenshcs

n elsewhere. acts removes a
_negative aspect of:the traveling:circus-and provides opportunities: for what.’s ‘demonstrably
ergrowth secior:ofithe industry.— ] : o'nsequently the human only
cxrcus.has been'seen o expand where ammal acts have:diminished. = ~

TP L I T 1Y SO . RS

3

- 'H«-

Endlhg the use of W|Id ammals in travellng cnrcuses is a prfigressnve measure that affects
=sector of the cnrcus mdustry is

B

ir dustry The Iargest and growmg,
he e
" drotifid thés world)f, ithenfthe-'-'domes’uc ammal pettormances tamain fine major
U.S. circuses by ADI with 321 animals between them, the ratio was 42% wild/exotic animals
and 58% domesticated species.

- ~onlyxa~small part- of't

www.ad-international.org Rrimea] Deenders intemational
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There is also & case that the contlnued use of wlld/exotlc anlmals Is steadliy tarnlshlng the Image of the circus and
alienating potenﬂal audiences, especially ‘i in lrght of the now regular exposés of physical abuse: While wild/exotic
animal acts remain, the audlences wlll contmue to look Isewhere, for more acceplable enterlalnment

For example Gerry Cotﬂe : 0 nere of wxld anlmal Cll‘CUS shows in Great Br'taln for

“ lin- Europe (Both Great Britain
’ 'r and Paraguay (Brazn and

. _'._.-.’Econ%omlc and employment concerns have been oon5|dered an

Cll’CUSES of whiich. 6 aré restrictions on pannful su By es {s6e:8

Rndreds (over 2007in Gréat Britain alorie) 6t local ordmahoas*are in‘place.
As these changes have taken place the circus mdustry has adapted and moved forward.

lnterestlngly the number of animal-free crrcuses rose from 9 to 23

Human only circuses: the growth sector

ADVI’s research in the US has found that an adult ticket for an animal circus ranges from $14 6%
ticket prices below $30. Some animal circuses offer incentives such as free or reduced pricé
will offer ‘buy one get one free’ deals. In contrast, adult tickets for circuses with only human:acis
to $300, with most ticket prices over $35. For example the average adult ticket price for Carso "an S,
Circus (animal) was $19, while the average adult ticket price for Circus Vargas (non-animal) was? 42:50.. It is
worth notmg that Circus Vargas converted from a hlgh percentage of wild animal acts to becomlng anlmal free.

circuses are thrlvmg Cirque du Soleil has grown from one show in 1990 to 19 shows pen‘ormlng in 2
lnoludlng 8 in Las Vegas, generates an estimated $810+ mitlion annually. ln sharp contrastithe

. Cquue du Soleil has shown that there is a stlll an expandlng market for the tradltlonal hum
In Los Angeles the company:is now openlng more shows and staying in ventes for longer,
more revenue and emplo_yment fo the city than the current, transient, wild animal circus sh

Local employment and economic issues

The numbers of local people employed when a circus comes to town are relatlvely low, and for a llmlted~~number
of days. The malonty of personniél arrive with the circus, and with the tentmg circuses using;nont
venues (for example Circus Ramos), local labor is generally not employed for unloading.

Where circuses visit unionized venues such as the Staples Centre in Los Angeles or the Shrine Auditofium (some
volunteer work) — they will empioy |IATSE workers for the unloading and set up .
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" industry.

. For employees travéling’with the circus, AD's invastigations 6f

mean that workers lose out — a well managed change can benefit workers as well as the animals.

- Reducing Federal and local costs by ellmmatmg w1|d ammal acts

. are required to. cornply with AWA standards and APHIS conducts mspectnons investigates cruelty

‘for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009. The USDA was only able to provide general animal inspectio

However, it:would:be a-simiplistic:approach to:consider that .
if the circuses cannot bring wrld animal:acts;then-theseé: - -

in the short termpari:of.anyemployment impact:is down:to:- >
the reaction of the handiul of animal circuses, who could
choose to adapt their shows in lrne w1th more modern

is this supp ed_.by expe ence elsewhere There would be
no labor, not animdl protectlon laws, if they were rejected
every time an employer said “If this goes through we will be
forced to close™-Yet; thls rarely happens when such
measures are passed i

in the Iong term the eVIdence against the suffering of CII‘CUS '
animals’is rising. That is reflected in smentlfrc studies and
legislation around the-world. ‘The animal circus is also a-
declining industry as tastes change, awareness about how
animals.should'be treated grows, and-older forms of
entertainment are-challeriged by.new ones. We:do not S ]
believe that resisting gradualist measures:to restrict animal - [rtirue o sosasers oy’ 2, This dato ws
use in circuses on grounds of welfare, is necessarily in the S . WY 2 ek T
best interests of those employed in the entertainment ' '

mim

working practices«in circises have
majority of circus:workersfulfil more than ong role.  Those:involvedsin:animal care are generally als
selling concessions;:unloading.and setting up tents, equipment;:promotions;;advance posters, eic
create an enormous potential to rapldly adapt to a new show — provnded:the wiltis there. -

Sustalnlng an industry that is'simply trying to stand still'at:all:costs;:in fact:creates an obstacle tod
new shows and businesses, and may ultimately do more harm than good. Protecting animal welfa

BN s % 3 &

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health ,lnspectlon Servrce (APHIS) is
for regulation.and licensing .of circuses and enforcement of the, Amm elfare Act (AWA). Licens

performs an-educational and enforcement role. aye o ©

Local animal welfarg-officers carry out inspections with'a view ldbolh local and national regulations
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the USDA for the costs of APHIS inspections of ani

specific to circuses). General animal (non-circus) inspection costs for 2010 showed an average cos
Animal Welfare inspection” was $1363 and the average of “issuing licensing and registrations” was.$665

USDA records show for example, that the animals with Carson & Barnes Circus were inspected 42
2007 to 2010. 1f the average cost of afi-animal welfare inspection is in the region of $1363, the totd
42 mspectlons is around $57,246.
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: pays for 87% of the Ilcensmg costs whereas the c:rcus only pays 18%. Less than the

ary. 207, .
25, 2010]ust ,_o' elephants

Given the c1rcumstances of constant travel, the need for animal accommodations to
be small, lightweight, collapsibie @nd capable of flttlng onto a truck, semi,trailer or
boxcar, it is simply not possible for circuses to provide their an!mals with the space,
environment and companionship they need in order to remam psychologically and
physical healthy.

. If local elected officials decide not prohibit the use of wild animals, then in terms of -
animal protection consideration would need to be given to what resources can
continue to be committed to inspections and where the escalatlng costs will be raised.
The guestion is, how much should the taxpayer pay for 13 minutes of entertainment?

A restriction on the use of wild animals in traveling circuses is the most effective and
economic way to address the welfare issues. Inspectors would still need to visit
circuses with domestic species, however reducirig the animal component by around
42% and.reducing the spédies to tHbse:most commidhly found in the US, wéuld'have a
major positive impact on workload -and effectiveness.

Conclusion

While most people accept that,there may be economic costs if, as.a
: soclety, we:are to: protect people, animals and our environment, in
this case there are beneflts for.all parties. We believe animal
protection can be advanced without: damage to the local economiy or
- jobs and indeed, traveling circus shows can flourish., *

Animal Defenders International )

With offices in Los Angeles London and Bogota, ADI is an international campaign and
animal rescue organlzatlon with a commitment to securlng progressive animal protection
leglslatlon around the globe. ADI has a worldwide reputation for providing video and
photographic evidence exposing the behind:the-scenes suffering in the circus irdustry
and supporting this ewdence with scientific research on captive wildlife and transport.

A

Los Angeles, (
Tel: (323} 935.2234 Fax: (323) 935-9234
www.ad-international.org
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Loz7

fllmed being abused by their handler lncxdents mcluded Krissy: bemg beaten wit
bulthook, then dragged to the ground and kicked i in.the face as the handlert creamed.:
at her. Queenie cowered next to her: The same handler was also: fllmed hlttlng ih
elephants with a golf club-and giving them electric shocks. dunng rehearsals and:on th
way to the performance. The elephants are owned by separate lndl\nduals neither of:-
‘them is the person filmed beating Krissy: The USDA has recently removed Queenle to

San Antonio Zco. Knssy remains wnth her owner travehng around to glve elephant
rides). S ,

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is responsible for enforcing the Animal Welfare Act (AWA), which includes
regulating and inspecting exhibitors of wild and exctic animals.

Local animal welfare inspectors enforce local regulations as well as looking at AWA
enforcement issues.

The case of Krissy and Queenie highlights the problems faced by USDA officials when
pursuing enforcement the AWA and their own policies and guidelines when it comes to
wild and exotic animals used in traveling circuses and exhibitions.

Local animal welfare officers can also face similar obstacles, especially related to
following up on enforcement when it comes to traveling shows.

L ]
'O
www.ad-internaiional.org

Animat Defenders intemational
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Wlld anlmals handled by untramed or
casual workers T

these an/ma/s i )iCare and handllng of these w:/d
“and exot/c cats should bé left to trained professionals
who have thé knowledge and means fo maintain
them properly”‘ '

Desp(te this pohcy, ADl's studies have shown that
animal handlers in traveling circtises in the U.S. fail to

5 e Stun =
meet these criteria. A repert published in 2008°noted: i h;\',e g‘e‘gﬁ :ggz‘:;;?:;rfszzoff
_“For most of their time, animals are being cared for by # elephants in training and while

- untrained minimum-wage workers who are under . walking to the performance.
. pressure to move the animals fast and do not - '
understand the species they are dealing with; this -
 alone can lead to wolence’2

APHIS has reported that there have been instances “where wild and exotic cats kept
by untrained people have not only harmed people but suffered themse/ves due 'fo poor
care” and in addition that this lack of expertise “{...] .

result in the unnecessary suffering and premature i !
death of animals™.

The traveling nature-of the circus
presents difficulties for settmg standards
and law enforcement

In the case of Krissy and Queenie, it is evident that
the keeper lacked the training and skills to handle
elephants and he frequently lost his temper. His
actions were a violation of section 2.131(2) (i) of the
AWA, which stipulates that physical abuse shall not | Krissy immobilized with a bare -
be used to train, work, or otherwise handle animals. - B~ chain on her leg, attached to her

) transporter; with Bailey Brothers’
However, due to the circumstances of the travelmg 3 e .

circus and exhibition industry where both animals and
handlers constantly change as well as move location, '

law enforcement officials face practical difficulties. The process of lnspectlon
gathering and assembling evidence and then locating animals and individuals'in order
to follow up with enforcement action can be extremely difficult.

. In the case of Krissy, the USDA was unablé to take any further actlon becaus
handler stated that he neither owned, nor was he
currently handiing, any elephants. Others owned
both elephants and gathering evidence of the
individual handling them would require a major
investment in time and resources. Although ADI has
continued to track these elephants and eventually -
fi!med the same handler with the elephants — even
posing in a photo with Krlssy, this matter remains
unresolved.

This case is a clear example of the difficulties
presented by the itinerant nature of the traveling
circus industry, the constant movement of staff and
animals, and employment of casual labor. All of these
factors make it exiremely difficult to lay down and

n the leg again; this time at the
maintain standards of animal protection and welfare s Rennaissance Fair.

and-follow up with enforcement.
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Although local animal control inspectors also contribute to enforcement of state
and local animal welfare laws, they face similar challenges. In additio , their
staff.may.not:have,the necessary-knowledge.and-iraining to assess, welfare,..
since many of the animals in traveling circuses are.wild species, mostly not;f.; .
native to the U.S. Furthermore, local inspection agenCles are often already
stretched withJocal duties. For'example fitis edsier for animal dontrol~ = =
inspectors to enforce lggislation:on local issues,.suchias the horse carriages in
Manhattan or Chicago, rather than {o'inspect exotic animals with a traveling.
cnrcus i thelr le’l dlctlon\for a couple of weeks

Thus despite the best e eﬁorts of federal and Iocal‘enforcement to kee track of
animals with raveling circuses it is very diffictlt to maintain standards‘w
they. are on-tour,.in-order.to:ensure compliance. - f

The conclusion is that given the circumstances:

(a) it is not possible for traveling circuses to provide their animals with the
facilities they need to malntam 0 tlmum physmal and psychologlcal health

(©) it is ¢ SIHI& T devise an affordabie nspection sy e"m',' whiéh é%uld' rbtieét an rrials fro
traveling; any abuse takes place behind the scenes, away from public view;: presenllng diffic
evidence and enforcement.

Enforcement of regulatlons is tlme consummg and
expensive

Law enforcement of animal welfare legislation for owners of animals used in
traveling shows..and exhibitions,.and for.elephant rides, has proven to.be time.
consuming and: expenswe for federal: agencnes

For example one owner had been ‘exthib g three elephants Queenle Jewel

and Tina. The USDA received complaints from various organizations and
individuals on their treatment and tracked his activities over many years.

Finally in 2009 the Texas USDA confiscated Tina and Jewel because the

animals had been losing substantial amounts of weight; the owner.surrendered . ..
his exhibitor license. Charges were filed for violations . of the AWA, with the .

USDA commenting, “the gravity-of the violations alleged...is great” and:the

owner had “not shown good faith™in his-repeated unwillingness to comply with
AWA regulations®. This investigation took:a long time to:complete before- - : :
charges could be filed, and such delays:can:have a negative impact on'the welfare of the ani

Hermanos Vasquez. He was immediately seized by the Mexican authorities. The circus said,
elephant and they are not precisely easy to-get in Mexico.” In 2001, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service advised the Mexican authorities that Benny had been
transported to Mexico illegally and was requxred as'evidence in a case,
requesting his refurn to the United States in accordance with the Converition
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) regulations. However,
the Mexican authorities have not returned Benny; the circus has made a
succesful legal challenge over the procedures (due process) implemented in
the original confiscation and the Mexican zoo and authorities have now
launched a legal counter-measure. Only pressure from the U.S. for CITES
regulations to be complied with, can-move this case forward.

The practical difficulties of mamtamlng 'standards, inspecting, gathering
evidence and ensuring compliance wi anlmal welfare legislation and
local regulations justifies a restrlctlon on the use of wild animals in
travelmg circuses.
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o The use of domestlcated animatls in travelmg circuses will not be affected.
] An educated pub‘ prefers humane entertamment without wild ammal acts.
9 A restrictlon on use of wild ammals in travehng circuses lowers costs and

ammal related accidents.

Cltles around the world have recogmzed the
lmportance of protecting both wild animals, and
the public:

In the United States, 38 cities/counties in 18 states have taken action to restrict wild
animals from traveling circuses (see separate list). Around the world, hundreds of local
ordinances are in place, including in the UK, Europe, South America.

National measures to restrict the use of wild animals, or selected species/uses have
been adopted in twenty countries around the world, including: Austria, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Malta, Slovakia, Sweden, Portugal, Taiwan, Singapore, Bolivia, Peru, Costa
Rica, India, lsrael and others. Similar laws are being discussed in: the United States,
United Kingdom, Netherlands, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, and Norway (see separate list).

"Animal Defenders International

With offices in Lo Angeles, Londori and Bogota, ADl is an international campaign and
animal rescue organization with a commitment to securing progressive animal protection -
legistation around the glabe. AD! has a worldwide reputation for providing video and
photographic evidence exposing the behind-the-scenes suffering in.the circus industry
and supporting this evidence with scientific research on captive wildlife and transport.

Refs

1. hitp:/iwww.aphis.usda. govlanlmal welfare/downloadslblg _cat/position.pdf

2. 2008. Animal Defenders Intémaiional, Animals in Traveling Circuses: The Science on Sulfering, p4 . ’

3. The charges included: defying federal officials, including counts of abusing USDA/APHIS officials; failure to provide minimal
veterinary care to the elephants between March 2008 and August 2008; failure 1o haridle elephants safely and humanely: four
counts, including an incident in Ind(anapolls whien all three elephants were uséd to give rides and one elephant Queenie (Boo) and
13 people, many of ther ¢hildren; were inju d; failure o abide by welfare standards, includirig protecting elephants from ex!reme
termperatures and pioviding sufficient and nutnilous food. Animal Delender, Winter 2009/2010.

~ Animal Defenders International
6100 Wilshire Blvd, #1150
Los Angeles, CA 90048
Tel; (323) 885- 2234 ‘Fax: {323) 935-9234
www.ad-mtemational.org
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L Samuei Bewattiiaddocki ésclaraaﬁ f&;lews.? ST B
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fonna{mn set foﬁh in ’chxs d‘,ciaratzon is based on my personakknowledgeof

L ERRIMICET I

edék_r@:eiﬁmnilessmfzhgmeisg:nmﬁd.

who was dymg fmm comphcatmns ofdiabetes.
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: rta@mem 5

f‘h’ﬁfﬁéﬁx‘?"ré's,éntde%rafﬂcei;ibuﬁiwasgdeni_ecis?Mﬂﬁ:é:died inEebruary- 2008, My. w;fe

- heveriiked what theelephants Wenthrough at the vircus, especiallythe baby

Hov

géi'éﬁiiaiztSWfarvthat‘*l- wasiaipartof it:Before she died, she:told: mewSammy, I know

Rttt

yau’li dostheright: thmg*” I have contacied People for the Etlucal Treatment of

Animals {PETA) in-an-effort to “‘do.::the right thing.” et v L

: Twas mentofed-inthe:practice of training:and handling elephants by Gary .,

Jacobson, William{“Buckles”) Woodceck, .’1?h¢9doré Sverteskyam_% Garnyll

L 2 A S

hing B

by Eicfihazzts at Ringling’s "Cen#er fuz:JEggg!;a:pt Cﬁnaeﬂaféﬂn :
6: Gy Jacobson, héad-trainer, hired:me in .A.ugi‘si 1997 to;werk.as.an %glgiah;éni
*Randlerar ‘Ringling's’ breedmz farm,.called the Centerdoz Elephant. Conseryation ‘
(CEC} i Pelk Citys Flonda, whered worked off and-on; Jor. abo/ut%&vears Tleft:

S.H
“ CECHRY 999'&:1 wWagte-hired: backiin August 2002, While dwasnot, workmg
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there, 1 often dropped in for visits, My job title was animal care groom and my
duties inciaée& mﬁcking the barns, ‘_f’e_;edirig and wat'.éring- the éléph:;ms, taking -

- care of the grounds, and to help with traiﬁing the baby élephanté. 1 was basically a
fuil-ume ranch hand

While 1 was at CF€ the facﬂtty had more than a dozen emplovees I reported

dn‘ectiy o Gary Jacabson Other empieyees who worked there while I was there

ho just got out of prison

L waé involved in training about elght Or SO eiephants born at CEC, mc}.udmg
Angehca, Asha, Doc, Gunther, Kelly Ann, P.T, Rudyi and Sara. All the babies
were trained in the same fashion. Ben_}amm and Shirley were probably the first
elephants being trained while I was there. Babies are typically pulled from their-
mothers around 18-24 months of age. Once they're pulled from their mothers, |

they’ve tasted their last bit of freedom and the relationship with their mother ends.

. When pulling 18-24 mon;h—oid babies, the mother is chained against the wall by

, aﬂ four legs. Uéually there’s 6 or 7 staff that go in to pull the baby rodeo-style.
We put ropes around the legs, one leg at a time. No specific leg first. The ropes
are tied off to the pipes. We bring in an anchor elephant and piit a rope collar
around the anchor eiep_han; and put the other end around the baby’s neck. The

anchor elephant leads the baby to the North end of the barn. It can take between
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SHNINESta: anhm 10 ﬁapamf::and xesﬁ'am $ babyw'i‘hebabv tr-ies:to.;mn away

g w,kas:gi:ﬁglrzts,hav:mg 3 mpgs pm‘,ﬁn. ﬁeme mothers scsx:eam me;:e ihan others whﬂe

watcmng zhen' bables bemv ropedilfs :tne sczeammv mats:hes cgm;nuqzafter the

,‘;babg@has:bee;gem}afﬁﬁﬁdﬁwegmghtﬁakﬁih@lnﬁﬁhﬁis loors:to. quzgtzmym;gg&n-
10:7Fhe ﬁrsz“‘stqpmarammg ababy.elephiam ~-is;t@s;;éimhg,c‘mm+r@;a§s§1i;pi‘lm‘c:t;s.:@gsmxd
. zallfour-tegs; the, .chf;l?z;e,;ldéis Hedmaround-a bat, and they arexestrained inithe:

North end of the barn, the opposite end from where their: mothersiare chained in

. withebirthing-pensydive:seen uptoifive: baby eiephants-m this-area restramea at one

ot

11. Semetimes, from outside of the bam, you could hear one baby start screaming,
c:and thien theiothers wouldjoin in. Sometimes-they.would:start crying:whenthey
41 savetheir mothersbrought:infrom-outside. The babies.often:had rope Jesions from -

straining against the ropes that would require treatment with betadine in:asalve

T ForTrmeh i Tl sk 1 ek

.l-3==1:%’;“S‘Bﬁflﬁgl‘f'he¥ﬁrSt'ﬂfﬁ‘?da:y?; of zbeingéﬁcdzup_; weilzuse an: anehﬁr-elaphanf@to keep the

baby-fromitakingoff while we take the baby on ashort walk inside the:bam-to get
-them used-to humanhandlmg sand4o:give them a‘httle exermse ’Ehe baby hasa
c@llar:zﬂadeéfmm-J:Ope.famund;e.:its meckathatgis attached_ 7o) sa«collar aroundanadult '

elephant fS%'neck The adult: eiepham\used ias- an, anchor is neverthe babws: mother

sex7Thie baby:ds waltked twicea-day: ’Phe;qubieS;Spﬁndﬁa‘bgm 234h0ursweachdayf

resirained.

- N g T Jur
I S T "‘:3"' aﬁl Fhoeat

z 13 Next, welltake: then on: short walks:inthe barniwithout:the-anchorelephant. We

w=huntiethed ropes“ﬁ‘om thebarstbuts ieave»the:cmchxope -arpund: themlegs~ They are
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4.

15.

16.

surrounded by six to Seven *pé{)ip%é, One, or sometimes twe people hold the ropes
on each leg, one out ,ﬁém m asethex run,én& a trainér on both sides of the head,
A bulihook 1s kept on tﬁe fmm ;)'f'thé elephant’s trunk. Maore hook pressure is
applied if‘ they pick up the pace, They are wélked around tﬁe barn for about 2 10 3
laps »for 30 mi;utc:s and given treats to distract thert; from running. They are never
turned loose outdoors to play; that would defeat the purpose, all their movements
are under the control of staff,

After they stop struggling from being resﬁrained' with the ropes, which could ta:ke
up to six months, ropes are réplaced with chains that are padded with clear plastic
tubing.

If the elephant is not trying to escape-while being walked, we might take them
outside. We'll take them abonit 7510 100 yards to the wash-off area and give them

a bath.

Gary decides on the spot during a walk outdoors, “Let’s take then to the ring.”

,. We walk them around the ring to get them used to it for about a week. Then basic

' teaining is over and it's time for full-fledged training. Full-fledged training

sessions last 1-1/2 to 2 hours each; twice per day, until they get it right. They go
'thyough the same routine every day. We-put them in thevring where thej' are
trained to lie down, sit up, down-salute, spindle, where 2 to 3 guys make the
elephant turn while ong foot is on “a spindle. It could take up to a year of training

before they’re ready to go on the road. -

17. No one is allowed in the training area and the training:area is fenced in with solid

fencing so no one can see. Loud roek-and-roll music is played to drown out the

-198-



s ubabyls screammg %m'd goiget tﬁemms.ﬁ*tﬁ ﬁze:mﬁszc splayed i thecirons -Aftér the
qmtxai tmzmng sassxon, *the“babses yfzghuo ;fcsxst hawmg;ﬁae snatch*rop; put on

£ them untzl ,thev eventuaﬁy give up‘ The&natch mpe\gﬁesmer them back; under
the:r bell? ‘ané g fasteneé“m their: left hmd Ieg, ‘We dnve,stakesanto the:ground in

e rmgrarea.

18 Fhaw pféiqde{i *phatn‘g‘raphs thETA that Ltooks dnnng«s&me of these iraining

- sessiotsHTorthe best

L:now}edge most; ifnot 4ll, ef these: photos Were, taken
in:200174id2
throtighoue: Ty employmem ats CEC When I ieﬁ in 2005, baby elephants were
bemg~tr’*‘“ed~m “the sihie: manner sh@wn inz vthese photo& To my. knewledge,

-f{ﬁifﬁih’iﬁ“g‘ﬁpfoz:‘edmgs‘%:hasf'ef-fhaﬁehange@-smce,::I*»- Yefte Based»;onsmy‘-expemﬁn@egsthes;e

- viclenitittaining methods:are:the-onil yway ‘anelephant.can be trained tosperform

-

sorrcaTtAn oS tequired for arcirous acti Itisibunk when.the circus:says-that-it’s

/

Gifes o FIre kel

Lishowcasifig anislephantis-natural- behaviorss..4 s o uR SHOUST Lo
T Theph@tos ghow-baby-elephants:in various-stages of he.%nggtrained&Numqugws 4
| photos taken in the training ring show a baby elephant with mﬁe&;ti:d;afmund all
fotir ankigssaround éth‘e'f: trunk; iwaist :»aﬁdsnéckzﬁﬁhere are 5 to:7 tramerspresent
- K& any as fot“n“ aduit mémwill:pull-on ene<mpe to force ihe elephant into-a;
certain position, such as lay down, stretch, or sxt up. My.role: dunn;g»these*n'ammg
i Sefdions wasto pul!»on 1OPes and cleatrup: the scrapsOthers-use bulthooks-and hﬁi .

shots. I've seen Gary Jacobson and his wife &athy using: het shotszto trambaby

A KT

elephants. Some photos show Gary Jacobson using a hot shot on b&b}ﬁ%ﬁl@}!}?ants.

Gary usually kept a hot shot in his pocket to vse in waining seAssiOns.'
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20.T saining a baby to lie down ts.one of i_l»*ié more difficult tricks and is done in three

sequenices, First, it’'s stretched out by all four légs, then it's dropped to its hind

quarters, then it*s slamimed-down. The throw down rope is connected to a neck

‘rope that connects to the left hind leg and is anchored to a stake driven in the

ground ot a bar on the side of the ;?J’éddbck.Oxt Gary’s eo'mmand, he says pull;
several guys will yank on the rope, which pulls the baby’s left leg underneath it
and Gary pulls down with'a bulthook on top of the&eaé The baby elephant is
P &pﬁf / gacK yeiep
slammed to the ground and held there for 34e-4wvimates. Then the fension is

ol o T te 45 Greovnds
released, we let it up, give it a break, and do it all over again. During these

. trainiing sessions, the baby is screaming and struggling the whole time. Some

21.

23.

photos show the elephant’s with their mouths open becaus¢ they are screaming.
A photo of a Eaby learning the head stand showsa baby on its head, someone is
pulling on a rope attached to the trunk. The trank is pulled be‘t'weeﬁ t};e front legs,
two people are poking the ek:phaht on the tender spots on its hind feet so it will
keep its legs raised and Gary i;s hooking the tender spot behind its head so it won’t

ratse its head.

. Training techniques used by Gary Jacobson include a lot of man power, brute

force, e!e“étricity, and a'savage disposition. Raising a baby elephant at Ringling is
like raising a kid in jail.

Gary Jacobson told me that when he retires they plan to bring in Joe Fﬁs_co Jr. and
Terry Frisco as 4 replacement.

Riecardo
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2 *’I A&asatﬁﬁc whens Ga:} Jacebs:mm *ri”g’ 8= menﬁz-ai& Riceardd ﬂz*‘ﬁav
“ “:P&ccaﬁaﬁ ﬂzeé ms*Was‘the ’ﬁi‘é‘t’i@’e @axvﬂmﬁwﬂeczéeé% m&é“&aeﬁﬁﬁ@&ﬁ
v \‘tramm“gma”” -t was nnusua} ’;@mm:s“sfch ung e?ephant;espemé‘iiy Shethat

| wasianderst ed,fmr hzs age Hls mothnr ff'ﬁnﬂeyrejected Riccarcm A birthand he

Stk vx«as,kept By Birrisélfin a*pert azfd bc;ttie“feﬁ* Bmg*botﬁe fedyhe wasways 2

. gndersizes® ¥ v b resdeadin oo 0w vesd g sl
25. 1 was inside the barn when Gary‘anid: Kathy brought’ chcardﬂ back:ts the'barn
afterhe injured himself‘He collapsedin the‘same"pen wherehe was! b@m #nd-he
. i'J‘-appééfedfté%éan«"s‘h‘ack.‘:%@ne ofithe: émpleyeesi’t@k!*memdithe réstoftheatimal
-arictew wHowere presénitinithe bam*that Rmcard@ fell offrthe tubsin-the’ practwe
rifigeftheré Weretiobull mbs in’ aif -p&:a;;kfaiéafazana bﬁszédrapih@l@gs‘taﬁdas-taned
| “screaming. This was early, around 8:30 a.m or 9:00 a.m. No other eiephantq had |
i ~béen outinthering yet. Someoiie; Ibeixeve:twas(}axy inszmcted%xi{éZta:ciéaﬁ up

| Lt e AREabowE ymmutes%later& SWhen Trwentoutiio: ciean up therings s saw ‘thie bull

© tub'tharRiccsrdo ihadfefa{lénﬁfmm. Fhietub-was-about 2.0?%:24”-iﬁcfhes taliruch

 “taller tignRicardo’s iegsMyseifalsngmhmhexsomheammﬁlfcrew Pk
“muludmg Gary's wife, Kathy; were‘sm‘pnsed“that Gary had:put Riccardoonza tub
that Was S0 tall
2671 Wasitold fhat-when Riccardofell off ‘the«buﬂ tub‘ shis frofit: legs it the s gmundJ
< HHE ﬁ”rst*’an “hisThihd quatters’ hst«the’tub‘as* he~fell‘* Despite bemg wobb!y o Thlsdegs,
‘ i HREIAsTHAde S Walk abot 1 00 ards o the barn where Hetcollapseddn hisiPen *
=R Aever gotup dgaiil Fhado goour b 1( 16 theting-and clean up thesbaby crap

because he’d messed all over himself when he fell off the b,
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27. Onee he got bagk to the pen and collapsed, he was not moving. His eyes were

29.

open and he was bieathing. Myseif, a,igng with a few others, had to lift hn'fa m’até a
b(#&fd and slide it into é tratler, similar to those used 1o haul horses. He was driven
o thc-vétarina;y college in Gainesville, about 133 milesAa:wéy‘ Later that
afternoon, we heard that the vet called back to the farm ‘and said tHe elephant had
broken his legs and he was euthanized. I could tell by looking at Riccardo that he

was in bad shape and probably wouldn’™t make it.

. Even before this training exercise, it was obvious that be didn’t have much

strength in his legs, he was preity clumsy. 1 was never interviewed by the USDA

about Riccardo’s death. None of my colleagues who were present when Riccardo

died ever mehtioned being questioned by the USDA in relation to his death.

Birthing A

Excepf. for the adult bull elephants and the babies that have not yet be;n pulied, ali
the elephants at CEC, including mothers that are about to-give birth, are chained
up from about 4 p.m. to 7 a.m. every night. Someone sleeps in the barn when the
birth is imminent and there are cameras 611 the birthing pens. When she shows

signs of labor, the vets are called in and some of the staff is brought to the birthing

arca,

30, When the calf drops, it lands on a concrete floor. The calf is pulled away by staff,

washed off, inspected aﬁc-t,usualiy introduced back to its mother a short time later.

31. Since males can only pe'rform in the circus for a few years before they become too

unmanageable and dangerous, the circus prefers females. Someone might express
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35Tl Q?S,Eieftklﬁgﬁn”ﬂ " blaéinit -“73115:"Went 35&616‘&6’11361{’

ln#pecﬁaszs E

32* {»}SBA mspecﬁf ACECaE “ﬁuidtry tohidesihfe

-

33, Brissngs unéerstaﬁdmm oni Gary tharRingling has éiﬁ‘é.‘?iéﬁgezﬁéﬁ‘t withsthe

lﬁvmﬁhﬁﬁﬂﬁwﬁm@&%myaﬁwﬁnﬁgm&mﬂ@wmmmmmﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁ%

Conservation Commission,

prerct;lesis

andtook: & jobworking i mconstmctmn. When I retutnedhome sy bmthen who

%f&rwé“s‘“amedlcﬁmftheﬁuh 4 Hedrdie- hackmg iremy sleepiand wamedime: ﬁiat it
sounded Jike Ionght?have;tubé‘fcixieﬁiis; ‘1 was diagriosed with activeTBabout a

oror twe ‘after TSavinig tHe blaé unit. I was Hospitalized and quarantihed for

ot ek H treated forié*yﬁar. Whiile 1 worked at Circus"WorldyTknew from

e Svertésky THarelEpRaRITAL Circts World had TB and wa Had riéd to

Lo wdr %f;«i;

a3tredted for exposuren s
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37. All the elephants at CEC have been 'tre_afed' for TB, some because they were TB-
_positiv_e, citii‘egfé because they were expc:ssd _

38. Vﬁncé, a‘.buH g’:l&pfhéht,&S in -b_ad shape i’i‘ém' TB. He has lots of trunk discharge
and is Spifting sputum all over the place. He -1iéd TB while I wo_rkéd there, and 1
saw him again 6 to 8 months ago. He’s lost a lot of weight, Hé’s no good.for

breeding any more. He’s rogue, treatment is a big ordeal so they’ve stopped.

39. At CEC, the vet ordered TB meds in bulk froma drug :.,companjl in Gaffney, SC.

He would order 750,000 tablets at a time. .
40. GE empb 1oyEes canmot take skin tests for TB because they’ve had TB. They have
s T |

to take chest x-rays once per year.

Career Backgmund
41. My circus career started in 1976 when I got a job at Cirens World in Hames City,

_Florida. I was right out of high school. At the time, Circus World was owned by

Ringling. My super.visbr was Gary Hill. ] worked there for about a year walking

elephants in a circle for elephant rides and cleaning up after the elephants, _

42.'1 left Circus World to join Ringling’s touring blue unit and worked under Buckles

W.oodéack-. I began as a groom for Minyak and four other elephants known as the
“Minyak 3.” At the time, there were 22 elephéms on that unit. As a grdom, i
prepped the elephants for_ shows, mucked aut/their stall areas, and provided water
and food. Buckles had warned me, if you see the whites of the'eiepham’s gyes,
they re “eyeballing” you and that” 's cause to correct them on the spot.”

¥ Eyeba}hng meant that they were Jooking’ for an: opportumty 1o attack
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fannd ] were. ézaggm¢ g bay

punished for acting up;orboth..1 had.an abrasiy.e scrape wound onimy chest and-

i ».cbinaca‘&zscdéby;the,&fd':c.iziﬂmaﬁ ‘%/?ane_e’.s:mugh..-.skinne;dgm;n&-hiu_i;;gfmeggy_i;hgxsuch

gmckcarlbumed@uttwo hot shots and-fried-him for abt%}%ti%*en sminutes-iHe was

=) SCreaming andregurgitating:waters = -+ .

44 A year jater;li lefrthe blueunitand wentback home:
45.:Bucklestiefi-Ringlingwhemtheyicouldnotreach agreemenxaonacantractand be
went 10 work for the -Big Apple Circus. Axel Gaﬁﬁet&:ansf_elrmdjﬁ;gmgﬁi_rgué
: Wé:ld andtook:Buckle’s:place ‘e,n‘;thé blue unit. Franz &isch;was'lﬁreé.»:ig;ﬁQpiﬁce
. G‘zmtiérfat '@incus';W;;ﬂ&:agﬁs%hzhired‘me ‘hack to.the-citcus:ir 19?8 I—was Jired as ,
8 :an:efpeﬁehceeﬁgbiiﬂzhand:.’tb.zmanage'=theztaughf.élephamsazMajEr;\:’-:agi}gglil;lgog
. <3=Jun®,*Syd; and Charlie.These elephants: had been on theroad fortwe:years and

AR R

- were takenoff .andc-bmughtité Circus WD;F}&:SI avas hired-by:Eranz to:fsquaze them

"“aH ‘away;” thexcireustenm:for beating:an: elepham Franz’ ceuldn”t v»ork V,Iajor or

the-other tough etephants. Gunther:Gebel-Williams bad gotten :Franz the ]Db
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(mnth ér was a h{)rse and cat man. He worked eiephanis but didn’'t know haw 1o

~ tram them ‘

46, (')ne day, Major and’ }uno nearly k;lled an elephant hand!er named§
They were on the pscket lme, outside, chained by one front leg. When
walked by, Major knocked him over to Juno with his trunk. Juno kniocked fim

back to Major with her front leg. Major was trying to do a head stand onf§

i as Major was trying to gore him with his one |
‘sbei't tusk. He was bruised, but didn’t need to go to the hospital.

47. Sometime after that, Major knocked me down at Circus World. I watked into the
barn to throw down hay. Major lunged forward and got me on the head with his
wunk and fried to gore me wnthhls one tusk. T was kﬁ@ekad into the bam wall. 1
went behind Major and beat him for five minutes with a bullhook and used a hot
shot. I took a break, then beat him more. I laid him down and hacked‘him
repeatedly in his eat canal. The secoﬁd beating lasted 10 minutes. Major was

' scréamir'-xg bloody murder.
© 48. Major was a very dangerous, rogue elephant Who is now dead. Theodore
Svertesky put Major down in Venice, Florida. Sﬁef:ceéky was later killed in
" Ringling’s 1994 train wreck. When the train derailed; a r;:frigeratbr fell on him,
49, After about six months o‘f being back at Ci’fcus World, se‘metim;z.in 1978, Gary
- Jacobson offered me ajdb working for him in Reno at the JA Nugget casino. |
was hired to, train Tina, a young elephant who performed with an older elephant

S e et
named Bertha Tina was originally named Brenda and came irom Carson &
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Barries: Cifcus; ‘&hnmas nmnmg @mok¢ m stage "ShewWas S yesssold an& swe'had
54 The oRiGINAL TiNo |
z%:«onlv s:xweeks 6 drain-heriGaryl: ambsan and {urained her vt brite fordd.

50. Tindcontd fie” down, HBVe U, tank up, bat dtdn e them very well " We trained
h;:rto “bottle walk,” The “bottle walk™ is wher'e they walk on srvall pedestals and

iy Ravetosynchrotiize their front aid 5pposing back leg whilévwallny-forward

andBackiward. e Lo S S E B

31 We trained Tina to walk a balancé beam; puii slot'machifes with her trunk; head

sfand Hifid; Aegstand;front legasalksand, we hamess bioke hefl o7 SN
, : s M. Stavd _

/52 Wietiained Tina'by working withrhertwice axdays »-3%Ez-haurs%‘eachiisessibn;%

i beatings were daily:She was & Smatrt elephantand caught oniquick-She had quite

a few hook marks orlier and-wé

it s bif 6f elcticity: Tinahad-oae-day

 off aiwesks bt westlworked heron'tierday of by putting het throngh léf

/Reitha Knéws fiotto Crape onrstages but Tingdidnie’ Tmawasfedspanngiy dm'rng

the day so that she wouldn’t crap on stage while performing inside the thsatér,

<

i¥y preserited-theelephant act during the'show: We'opened for a'huiiber 6 1
o famidus-eriteriainets) including Red Skelton; Dick-Clark; Bo'Diddly;and Susan
AR, S e e - A : T R A B

54 TAvbTkedraf e Nugaetfor six months. Fquitini'1979 ana wenf to Myitle'Beach

S(} Whers T agamwoﬂ-.ed fin consuriiction. 1 i‘leﬁ"*ﬁec%iﬁ’séff ‘didn’tike Renoand

55.1 was out of e irdis business for awhile andWorked in Sarpentryand; =«

‘ construction. In 1997, Gary Jacobson hired me to work at CEC.
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56.

When Kenny, the baby eigphaﬁt, died on the road in 1998, Gary told me that
Mark Oliver Gebel .,caf_l_iec_lzhém up at CEC and said, ‘“Sénei me another,” like he
was ordering up a replé’cemcnt for a broken prop. Gary refused to send him

another baby.

. | was absent the day that David M‘émnes was attacked in 2005. A co-worker told

 me the next day what happened. Tova nearly killed him while he was moving

58.

59.

Tova out toa pen and crushed him up preity bad.

Some power tricks they’ ve stopped doing because it was crippling the 'ek:phan_ts at

too young of an age and causing arthritis and ruptures in their uterus, Power tricks
include standing on & tub on one leg and walking on their hind legs. The one foot
stand has crippled quite a few elephants; including Sophie.

The bullhooks used in the ring during a show are called “show hooks.” It’s

-

" gmaller and the bandle is painted blaci; or taped with black plastic tape so it can’t

60.

be seen by lhe:aadience. Bigger, non-breakable bullhooks are used in training and

‘ handling.

A bulthook was never referred to as a “guide.” I never heard anyone ih the circus
ever refer to the bulthook as a “guide.” The bulthook is designed for one purpose,
and one purpose only, to inflict pain and punishment. 1 should know, [ used to
make them. I built them to where 'you can’f break them, no matter how hard you
hit the elephant. The first test is fo go out to an oak tree and test éri_ve it by
whacking as hard as I could to try to break it and to try to shake the hook loose.

I’ve probably made at least fifty bullbooks throughout my career.
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61. During the course of m} career, I've seen eie§§ants being beaten who have no
idea why they are‘being beaten or what xs ¢xpe§§e€__l of them. They will start
randomly li.fiiﬁ_g one leg, then another and aﬁathes; fifting their‘ trunk, hoping
semé trick will satisfy the -tra;i;ier and make the *beatiﬁg stop.

62. Téﬁafaxds the end of my career, when someone would ask me-what I did for a
living and I'd say that I was an elephant trainer for Ring;liﬁg, the first thing they

| would ask is, *Is it true youn have to beat glephants to make them perform those

tricks?” | stopped télling people what I did for a living. | was ashamed.

Samuel Dewm Haddeck Jr
. . .y .

saeof I lovide

| Céunty of LH“K’L

City of C 61 ] + , to-wit:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2? &b day of %@,{u? l‘ 2009, by

Samuel Detht Haddock Jr. .
/\(\ﬂa,uﬁ £ C.,\_

Notary Pubhc

s r»-t-smmucﬂsm*f e?mmh
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Bullhool\s Vszpmgs Flectric shocks Three-day train rzdes wzz‘hout breaks. Our yearlong investi,
rtps the big top off how nglmg -Bros. treats its elephants.

SHEW de i

reinforcement;nr fear- of ’béiug beaten? Keith Meyers/The New York Times/Redux

It was a drizzly winter day; and inside the Jacksonville Coliseum [1}, Kenny, a three-year-old Asian
elephant, was supposed to perform his usual adorable tricks in The Greatest Show on Earth: identifying the
first letter of the alphabet by kicking a beach ball marked with an "A," twirling in a tight circle, perching

daintily atop a tub, and, at the end of his act, waving farewell to the audience with 2 handkerchief grasped in
his trunk [2].

But Kenny was clearly sick. Elephants are highly intelligent creatures that develop at a similar rate as
humans. In the wild, Kenny would still be at his mother's siderL just beginning to wean. In captivity, he wasa .

voracious consumer of water and hay but for the past day or s’b bad showed little interest in either [3]. He

seemed llstless Womed attendants in the tent where the ele ‘hants were_ chamed between shows twice

g

domorte pomies gl wh aelis

fgal.

[ere
~

Under federal regulations, sick elephants must get profiptinédicalicarsand a Véterinarian'siokay before ..

‘ performmg Neither occurred and at showume Kenny trotted out to the center ring. H He developed diarrhea
6 £33 43 5t 5 e immpnsEs e
d?urlng the ,mommg show Durmg the aftemoon performance he began bleeding frqm his bottom and
R AR FHEGT BD L : fpamse e g 3%
10F25+: wis )

3/24/14 11:02PM
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afterward struggled to stay on his feet. It was only then that Gary D. West, a circus veterinarian, arrived!

from St. Petersburg io examine the young élephént.'West prescribed antibiotics and recommended that

Kenny skip the evening show—in a later affidavit, he didn't stress concern for the elephant's health but

e

rathér that "l «f ki oo ome Blood v hich might be seen by a speclator and cause speculation as 1™

well being f41."

West was overrul. d by Ginither Gebel-Williams [5], Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey's legendary

golden-haired animal tamer who'd retired from the ring to be vice president of animal care. So Kenny made.

20f25

his third appeamnce, although he was too weak to perform any stunts.

After the evening show, the bleeding continued. The elephant crew gave Kenny rehydration fluids and »
shackled him in his stall. Less than two hours later, a night attendant discovered his bloodied body on the

“concrete floor [6]. The cause of death remains unclear.

Feld Entertainment, Ringling's corporate parent, did not announce Kenny's déath to the public for nearly a

week [’T'J,'unﬁl an employee tipped off animal rights activists. They demanded action from the Department

3/24/14 11:02 P¥
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The USDA unwittingly opened a new chapter in thie animal ri ghts

'c‘é"

ovement. Frustrated by the. agency s inaction, advocates turned to th
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fed ral courts. This shift.in strate hasw{notyet produced a _]udgment
~THREG YHBRASI 20T ST IO TR TR0 S0 iR

against Feld Entertamment but it has uneartned an extraordinary trove of

.ﬂ;r L83 &3 oF &; £ R {». L .

recgrdg ﬂglgt ifs 1awyers and govemment regul{ators nad taken
£ i = T} Xp: :-: & Y? .;'m:?nkrn

-‘vr

X great pguns
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to ensure the pubhc would never see; in one notable instance, documents
R ’1?’ T LoaEs : - -x! SRR EIEHEHE é“h'b “‘xﬁﬁ i

came to hght only after a Judge threatened to_put Feld

u&-ﬁ&ﬁﬁ; Y Yty wal vr N E T T
[10]. They include dozens mf Vlde()S and thousands of pages of

inveéstigationfilel;s eterifieiry récords; Cirtusraindogs, and conftraosin!

testitionypedi guqgity

Sy eriuitl grednEl ed ‘ém%‘ i

-t

i gm0 »meaw BV
Feld Entertamment isa pnvately held corporation owned by Kenny's namesake CEO Kenneth Feld, Whose

inglifg | foriote AR $SHlliGHIT 967 A felded: Aranisam nterté’fﬂﬁfé’ﬁ’fem”ﬁ’e [19that
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generating more than $100 millior annually in revenues, according to testimony by Feld executives.

It's hard not to be captivated. Elephants are smart, social creatures that communicate through a complex

score of rumbles, trumpets, and gestures; they also have long memories and the capacity to celebrate, -

mourn, and empathize.

Feld Entertainment portrays its population
of some 50 endangered Asian elephants as
"pampered performers” who "are trained
through positive reinforcement, a system
of repetition and reward that encourages
an animal to show off its innate athletic -
abilities." But a yearlong Mother Jones

investigation shows that Ringling

elephants spend most of their long lives

either in chains or on trains, under

CEO Kenneth Feld at the cireus' winter qilartérs Jim constant threat of the bullhook, or
Stem/St. Petersburg Times/Zuma Press _ ’ ankus— the menacin tool used to contrdl‘
elephahts. They are lame from balancing
 their 8,000-pound frames on tiny tubs and from being confined in cramped spaces, sometimes for days at a
time. They are afflicted with tuberculosis and hérpes, pofentially deadly diseases rare in the wild and linked
to captivity [12].‘ Barack, a calf borﬁ on the eve of the president's inauguration, had to leave the tourin =~
Februai'y for emergency treatment of herpes—the second time in a yéar. Since Kenny's death, 3 more of the

i 23 baby elephants born in Ringling's vaunted breeding program have died [13], all under disturbing
circumstances that weren't fully revealed to the public.

| Despite years of denials, Kenneth Feld has now admitted under oath that his trainers routinely "correct”

elephants [14] by hitting them with bullhooks, whipping them, and on occasion using electric prods. He

even admitted to witnessing it.

But perhaps more disturbing still is the government's failure to act. Since Kenny's deéth, the USDA has
conducted more than a dozen investigations of Feld Entertainment. Inspectbrs have found baby elephants

injured and bound at Ringling's Center for Elephant Conscrvation‘in Florida. .Whis_tleblowers have stepped

w forward with harrowing accounts of beatings [15]. Activists have released even more videos of elephant

40f25 ’ 3/24/14 11:02 P!
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withstand a legal cha]lenge by the company. "There's no way to control an elephiaiit Wi Withot

the Animal Welfare Act doesn't p‘rohibit’ it, he explained. Maybe 4 time will come when bullhooks, chains,
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- Lanka), where they hired 160 “native assistants" to search

and "elephants getting paraded around doing unnatural things" is prohibited, he said, but until then,

litigating abuse is difficult.

-

i [ were an elephant, I wouldn't want to be with Feld Entertainment," Vail conceded. "It's a tough life.”

Save for modern sound and lighting systems, today's circus hasn't changed all that much from the spectacle

created by PT. Barnum [19], the corpulent showman who deli ghted audiences with midget Tom Thumb,

faux mermaids, and soprano Jenny Lind [20] (PDF).

By 1850, Barnum alsoc had a traveling menagerie that

featured an elephant or two. But he imagined an entire

herd, so he dispatched agents to sail to Ceylon (now Sti -

the jungies [21]. The most daring waited until an elephant
napped against a tree. They would tickle a sensitive spot -

on the elephant's hind leg and, when it lifted its foot to

shake off the nonexistent insect, slip"a noose ardund its
ankle. The expedition "killed large numbers of the huge’

beasts," Barnum wrote in an autobiography. But 11 live

ones were hoisted into a ship's hold for the 12,000-mile
voyage to New York City. One died en route and was
dumped overboard. Barnum paraded the rest down

Broadway harnessed to a chariot, and they became the

featured attraction of a new traveling show, Barnum's

Great Asiatic Caravan, Museum, and Menagerie. - Courtesy Library of Congress

The elephants drew rave reviews— "Tt is astonishing to think how docile these huge creatures are, when it is
remembered that but a brief time since they were running wild in the jungle," a writer mused in Gleason's
Pictorial Drawing Room Companion [21]—and huge profits. Barnum's circus grew into ever more elaborate
productions, with dangerous cats, prancing horses, legions of clowns, trapezes, high-wires, and three rings
under a tent the size of a palace. Barnum joined James Anthony Bailey and then merged with the seven
Ringling brothers to make "The Greatest Show on Earth." The conga line of elephants was the act that

crowds most flocked to see.

3/24/14 11:02 PM
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nicely. :

So the company poured tens of millions of dollars into PR
campaigns that portrayed the eiéphants as willing
performers, as well as legal ﬁrepbwer o keé_‘p regulators
and activists at bay. Gebel-Williams got a makeover. A
press release lauded his "animal training based on mutusi
respect and positiVe reinforcement"” that "forever changed
the standards of animal training." It's true that Gebel-
Williams had an extraordinary rapport with the animals,
but it's also true that he routiné!y whipped elephants and
struck- fhem with bullhooks. A few months after Kenny's

death, Gebel-Williams was spotted whipping a baby
elephant in the face outside a circus train in Mexico City

[25].

Nonetheless, the sleight of hand worked. When Gebel-
Williams died in 2001, the Sarasota Herald-Tribune's

» : _ , ‘ obituary noted that he had "substituted huinane, positive-
Renowned Ringling Bros. trainer Gunther

. ' reinforcement and reward for the fear and force upon
Gebel-Williams during his 1989 farewell '

which many animal trainers rely."
tour Scott McKiernan/Zuma Press/Newscom '
The biggest challcngc for Feld Entertainment's "positive

reinforcement” campaign was the ubiquitous bullhook or ankus. It's a malevolent-looking 1nstrument about
three feet long, with a sharp, metal pomt—and—hook combination at one end [26]. The point is for pushmg.
The hook, inserted in the mouth or at the fop of the ear, is for pﬁlling. Both afe sharp enough to pierce
elephant hide.

In Rudyard Kipling's 1894 classic, The J ungle Book Mow g11 finds an ankus and asks the panther Bagheera
what it is used for:

"It was made by men to thrust into the heads of [elephants]," said Bagkeera; "That thing has tasted the
blood of many." ' '

“"But why do they thrust into the heads of elephants?”

8 of 25 ' - . 3/24/14 11:02 PNV
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had quit in disgust over the way the elephants“were‘

treated. The woman put them in touch with Pat Derby,
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former Hollywood trainer who had founded the
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Several of the beatings targeted N1cole, a twentysomethmg elephant named aft r Kenn thFeld‘s eldest

. ,;w, ;ﬁ,s B

daughter. Sweet-natured but clumsy, Nicole would frezluently miss her cues to climb atop atub and place

her feet on the elephant next to her, Stechcon said in his videotaped statement [28.]. "I always rooted for her,

:GED5. BTV 3/24/1441:02 PM
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'Come on, Nicole, ger iep,’“ he said. "But we left the show, brought the animals back io their area, and.. WE
took the headpieces off, and as [ was hanging them up, ! ﬁeard the most horrible noise, just whack, whack.
whack. I me.an,vrealiy hard. It's hard to describe the noise. Like a baseball bat or something striking
something not—not soft, and nbt‘hard. ..I turned around to look, éﬂd this guy was hitting her so fast and 2o
hard [with the ankus], and sometimes he would take both hands and jpst really knock her, and he was juis

doing that. And I was, like, I couldn't believe it."

Benjamin, a precocious three-yeas-old, also suffered frequent beatings from his trainer, Ewell and Stechcon
said. Able to balance on a wooden barrel, ride a tricycle, shoot hoops, play musical instruments, and paint a

picture by holding a brush with his trunk, Benjamin had appeared on The Today Show and CBS This

- Morning. His trainer, Pat Harned, told journalists that Benjamin had been trained thanks to rewards of bread

or bunches of bananas.

The whistleblowers told invqstigatom that Harned also used force.

i"I tu_‘['ned around ) "Pachyderms want to throw things on their back, it's a—it's a genetic
o iOOk, and ﬂ]_ls response. Anyway, I saw Benjamin, after he was brushed off, take some
guy was hitting 'her sawdust and throw it on his back," Stechcon said [28]. That upset Harned,
so fast and so who "dealt with it accordingly, with a bullhook, striking Benjamin all
hard, and - over the head, quite forcefully and repeatedly. It was not pretty."
“sometimes he o .
: Derby helped the men file a formal complaint to the USDA.. In early
would take both o o . g
, . January, a senior investigator and veterinarian followed up with a surprise
hands and just

100f 25

Al : visit to the Blue Unit, on tour near Miami. The USDA team found scais
really knock her. |

And I was, like, I

and abrasions on several elephants [29] and a fresh puncture wound on -

7 ye . another. Another Ringling employee repoﬁed treating hook boils—
couldn't believe it."

infected bullhook wounds— "twice a week on average."

But all five trainers and handlers named by Ewell and Stechcon denied abusing elephants or ever seeing
anyone else do s0. "I have a very good relationship with the elephants, especially the babies Benjamin and
Shirley," Harned told the investigator. "There is no abuse of any of the elephants. I treat these elephants as
my children." A A |

Ewell Harned Affidavit: "I treat these elephants as my children” (p. 1)

3/24/14 11:02 PV,
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_ inspection of Ringling's Center for Elephant Conservatlon [331, the $5 mllhon 200-acre complex the

¥
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company had opened in 1995 to ramp up its nascent capuve breeding program.
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where they found two baby elephants, restrained with ropes and chains, barely able o ‘move. The élephants

18-month-olds named Doc and Angehca, each had lesions on their hind legs and scars from healed injuries
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cotton rope around each leg, then a chain around the ned] an Teading tﬁ% ”;‘7& off with another elephant."
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In the w11d elephants suckle for two to four years and remam under theirmothérisicaresntil thelrflate teens
to learn social and survival skills—not unlike humans. But Ringling's elephants can be forcibly removed

from their mothers when they are barely more than a year old. (Nearly a decade later in testimony [351, |

Jacobson would describe a recent separation of two babies from their mothers this ’Way: "We just grabbed

thero and tied them up," one for 10 days and the other for four months —except for 40 minutés of xercise a

3/24/14 11:02 PV
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exercise a day.)

The inspectors wanted 1o ciie Ringling; DeHaven concluded, "There is sufficient evidence to

confirm the handling of these animals caused nnnecessary trauma, behavioral stress, physical
harm and discomfort." Even so, he declined to take action. Instead, he wrote to Feld officials that

“he felt "certain that you will address this situation to ensure that it does not reoccur."

It wasn't even a slap on the wrist, but Feld was still aggrieved. DeHaven finally agreed to

downgrade the matter from an "investigation” to a "fact gathering process. "

Two months later, Today Show star Benjamin and a four-year-old named Shuley were bein g
transported by an 18-wheeler from Houston to Dallas when trainer Pat Harned —who'd worked
with them since they'd been taken from their mothers —decided to stop overni ght at a property.
owned by the truck driver's father-in-law. In the morning, Hamed let the elephants wander into a

pond on the property. A little while later. Benjamin was dead. Harned says when he called to the

wdp Fm vt ~ved QL Anraa

Tt Do o wnAn 4o o vt Lawy
ulvtlhauw W 6\/ Vi, x.u.s;;nej \.fCiu.lv, Jut ﬁvuJu.iAu;’}J U il

oy A Al |
CIW aucx ana Giea. EAP\.;L 5 GiiChG u]

Feld eventually surmised that he may have suffered a heart attack, though they puzzled over w_hy
such a young; healthy elephant would succumb. - ’

_ Wild elephants suckle for two to four years and remain under their mother's care until their late
teens—not unlike humans. Ringling elephants can be forcibly removed from their mothers when

they are barely a year old.

A senior USDA im-restigator interviewed the other Witnesse_s who said Harned struck Benjamin
with his bullhook while he was playing near the shore, which is why he swam into deeper water.
"The elephant seeing and/or being ‘touched' or ‘poked' by Mr. Hamed with a ankus ilcreated
behavioral stress and trauma which precipitated in the physical harm and ultimate death of the
animal," the investigatof wrote his superiors. | _

Once again, DcHaven{and Vail saw no cause to act. "Bepjamin? Give me a break," Vail said

when I asked about the incident.

12 of 25
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That same spring, two private detectives visited Derby. They explained

B AS part Of s that they'd been retainéd by a fired Feld executive to gathé_r evidence of
mulﬁnliang- ~ the company’s illicit spying on animal rights groups . The former
d@ﬂar Spy]_ng eXecﬁtif}é had feportedly stiffed them on their fee, so—for $200,000,
Qperaﬁon on records show—they éffcred up 20 boxes of documents on her
anjma] rights organization. The materials included purloined records, weekly

TOUD hﬂ‘ ~ surveillance reports, and ev1dence that two Feld moles had infiltrated
groups, rela i

. fo]jme_r CIA covert  PAWS by posing as Volunteers one had gained entry to Derby's inner

Ops headglaﬂ' circle. There was evidence of similar schemes against the People for the
George" Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and the Elephant Alliance. '
. It was part of a multirﬁil_lion—dollar spy operation run out of Feld

headquarters to thwart and besmirch animal rights groups and others on the company's enemies list,

according to a stunning Salon piece by Jeff Stein [41]. Feld had even hired Clair George—the CIA's head of

covert operations under President Reagan until his conviction for perjury in the Iran-Contra scandal.

(George, who died in August, received a pardon from President George H.-W. Bush.)

Derby filed a civil lawsuit [42] against Feld Entertainment for racketeering and fraud bn June 8, 2000 in the

federal courthouse for the Eastern District of California. About a month later, Meyer filed the elepham
lawsuit in the federal district courthouse in Washmgton DC. Soon after, 1awyers for Feld approached Derby

with a generous settlement offer on the spy case. They would donate elephants and cash to her wildlife

. sanctuary if she dropped the elephant lawsuit and refrained from publicly criticizing Feld Entertamment.
- She agreed. -

But the elephant lawsuit limped along with 'Meycrvremainivng lead @unsel and Rider and seminal players in

the animal rights‘movement—including the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the

Amnimal Welfare Institute, the Fund for Animals, and eventually the Animal Protection Institute—as

14 of 25

plaintiffs. The case was assigned to US District Judge Emmet Sullivan, a mercurial jurist who quickly
tossed the suit for lack of standing; he found that none of the people involvéd could prove that Feld
Entertainment's actions had caused them harm. (Animals don't have standing.) The appcéls court overruled
him in 2003, at which point Meyer subpoenaed government documents and filed discovery requests with
Feld Entertainment. Feld stalled for more than a year until the company's lawyers ﬁnélly sent word that the
recbrds would be delivered on June 9, 2004,

3/24/14 11:02 PM
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Meyer had quuested she got a page or two on each el hant She piessed. but Feld Enterra I
stonewalled [43] ‘ -

Meanwhlle the casualnes at nglmg were mountmg In early Auoust of 2004, an. elght—month-old elephant

named Rlccardo was euthamzed after he broke two legs A Feld press release explamed that he had been

playmg outside when he clmbed as he often did, ontp "a round- ' atform 19 mches high. This time, he lost
hlS balance and fell." Although Ringling demed it, the act1v1ty sounded suspiciously like a training drill.
Investigators recommended that Ringling be found in violation for failing to provide adequate care after he
fell. |

On August 20 and 21, an anti- cruelty activist in Oakland, California, videotaped a Ringling handler
repeatedly striking a seven-year-old elephant with a bullhook while it was chained. It was Angelica, the

same animal USDA inspectors discovered bound and injured at the Center for Elephant Conservatlon in

1999, This time, they recommended an, $11 000 penal‘gg [44] for excessive force and cha.mmg A reglonal
USDA director for animal care urged his superiors to take action: "Feld Entertamment is a large corporation
witha previous enforcement history." Then-Illinois Sen. Barack Obama joined the chorus at PETA's request.

The cases 1anded in Vail's ofﬁcerl where they hit a déad end. -
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But Meyer saw an opening. There had been no mé_ntion of Riccardo's birth, let alone deatﬁ, in the.

' "complete" veterinary records she had received. When Judge Sullivan demanded an explanation, Feld's

lawyers responded that their client had recently found a stash of about 2,100 pages stored in the home of

William Lindsay, the company's chief elephant veterinarian.

3 "How could you overlook 2,100 pages of documents?" Sullivan th undered[lO].. "If I bave to march those -

16 of 25

CEOs in here for explanations under oath and under penalty of perjury I'll do that...I'm not going to rule out-
incarceration either. Because I'm sick and tired of all these efforts by litigants to hide the ball...And when I

say all, I mean all, every last record.”

"I'm sick and tired of all these efforts by litigants to hide the ball..." (p. 36)
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the'day he died. Subsequently unable or unwilling to perform, Shirley was retumed to the Center for

Elephant Conservation and was 1mpregnated before her seventh birthday. Elephants enter puberty_around
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i b babV31tt1n0 ounger elephants [45], begin breeding in thelr teens,
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Shlrley gave birth on December 5, 2003,  at age elght She was chained by three legs and surrounded by
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human handlers who poked her with bullhooks dunng labor When the shppery newborn dropped trainers
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expert witness. . And'no wonder: Nearly all worked for zoos, WTilCh feared for their own operations should
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the Endangered Species Act protections be exten ed to captive wild animals. But the ‘plaintiffs lucked into

S

Philip K. Ensley. Recently retired after 29 years at the San Diego Zoo, he agl_jeed to review the evidence.

Ensley pored over medical documentation, regulatory records, and deposition testimony; he rnspected the
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inspected the elephants at the Center for Elephant Conservation and on tour. He detailed his

findings in a 290-page report.

"Nearly 100 percent” of the adult elephants were lame with serious foot problems or
m}zscuioskeletal disorders, he found. Their feet were miSShapen, ulcerated, abscessed; and
infected —no srnall matter for é four-ton animal forced to Spend most of its life standing in place.
Twelve §f sixteen young elephants suffered from various foot or limb maladies. His analysis read
like the shift report at a geriatric ward: "stiffhess," "peg-legged," "lameness," "chronic left stifle,"

"sloughing toe nails," eic.

Ensley blamed the elephants' relentless travel and performance schedule —48 weeks a year—and
being forced to stand for long hours on hard surfaces for their injuries. "These are large terrestrial
mammals, the largest," he later testified in court. "I think what you're seeing here is an abundance

of conditions related to an environment that they weren't g_eneticaﬂy programmed for."

The Blue and Red units crisscross the country in trains of 50 cars or more, each covering 16,000
-miles annually to perform in 30-plus cities. The company boasts that the animal cars are spécially
designed with fresh water supplies, fans, misters, and heaters, and it asserts that rest stops are

built into the travel schedule to allow the animals to disembark for fresh air and exercise.

Yet Meyer's staff found transpoi‘tation orders for 600 trips from 2000 through 2008 —and just 14
included rest stops. Michelle Sinnott, a young paralegal who postponed law school to work on the

case, typed the data into a spreadsheet. Her caiculatioﬁs revealed that the elephants traveled 26

hours straight on average. Some legs extended beyond 70 hours without a break. The longest

stretch: 100 hours on a 1,830-mile journey from Lexington, Kentucky, to Tucson, Arizona.
Up to five elephants are crammed in each boxcar. The average elephant produces approximately

15 gallons of urine and 200-plus pounds of solid waste in a 24-hour period. Formef circus
workers described the unbearable stench when they opened the cars for water stops—during

whicﬁ they typically replenished supplies without letting the animals out.
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discovery materials showed that as of 2008, 19 animals had been diagnosed with the disease. At least three

more were discovered to have the disease when autopsied. That's more than a third of Ringling's popusiation.

Faced with such damning evidence, at the March 2009 trial the company shified its strategy from denving

the practices to putting them in the bcét‘ possible light.

Ted Friend, 2 professor of animal sciences at Texas A&M University, ok the stand for the defense 1531, He

testified that the elephants likely e;njdyéd the train- rides, because the long hauls satisfied their "nomadic"
urge to roam—a fheory Friend said he Vbased‘on a USDA-funded study that he had conducted for the Journal
of the Elephant Manager's Association. Under cross;examination, he conceded that the study had not been
peer—revieWed, and that Feld Entertainment was paying him $500 an hour to testify—$100 more than his

usual hourly fee and 10 times Ensley's rate.

a

Nevertheless, defense attorney John Simpson, a tall, mustachioed

. ' : . : _
At mal, Feld S "~ ex-Marine, took up the argument. "They know that when they get on that
J lawyer c{)m!t‘)a}‘ed railcar that they're going to a new place " he told Judge Sulliven "It

being chained in stimulates them. The whole conéept stimulates them."

boxcars for days to 5 _ o

‘ . "But chains are put on their legs," the judge said. .

wearing a seatbelt. T

"It's no different "That goes with the territory. It's like getting in your car," Simpson said.
than that." o "It's time to go. Put your seat belt on. It's no different than that."

"The averétge person doesn't have to sit in their feces, though."

. When Jacobson, now the Center for Elephant Conservation's director, took the stand, he conceded that
Ringling's baby elephants are hit With bullhooks to train them to follow commands. Sullivan twice pressed
him to say whéther he considered the training practices to be ‘_'humape." Jacobson described them as "better"

: than they used to be, but under cross-examination he admitted that he conducts the earliest training sessions

with baby elephants behind closed doors and never on videotape.

—

"Why don't you think—what is it about the training that [the public] wouldn't understand?" Judge Suliivan

interiected [54].

"Because everything is kind of Born Free based. Everything has to be free and warm and fuzzy and, you
know, we handle elephants and then, you know, they handle thousands of them in Asia, and they tie them up
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Sulliyan cited a photo the defense had produced of Ri_dér hbiding a pink "T'he GES&EES?
bullhook (Rider said he never used it) as further evidence the former barn Shgw on Eﬁfﬂ?ﬁ;

man didn't really care about the elephants and thus had no standing to sue headdresses.

on their behalf. He ruled 4the anjmal welfare groups _wéren't harmed by (‘WFUCk YOU;, fai
Ringling's treatment of its elephants and so didn't haye standing either. ass," one says as
"Because the Court conicludes that plaintiffs lack standing, the Court does  he delivers several
not—and indeed cannot—reach the merits of plaintiffs' gllegations," he ' -g_mprovoked

" w rote [57]. ' b}_OWS,)

That March, just ahead of the chsrfy blossoms, the Ringling Bros. and

Barnum & Bailey Circus marched its prized herd of elephants around Capitbl Hill, an annual rite

announcing the arrival of its traveling show. But this time, instead of swinging east of the Capitol, as it had

*. in the past, the procession veered west, heading straight into the dark canvon of buildines that make v xhv_
federal courts complex [58]. Lead defense attorney Simpson, in a brown Jeather bomber jacket, strode

“alongside the animals as they passed directly under Judge Sullivan's window.

The plaintiffs appealed [59], but on October 28,2011, a three-judge panel of the US Court of Appeals in

Washington, DC, upheld Judge Sullivan's decision [60] on standing. Feld Entertainment is pursuing

sanctions and more than $19 million in legal expenses, alleging they and their lawyers conspired to pursue a

 fraudulent case againét the circus. Meanwhile, the elephants' fate is .Baék in the hands of the USDA. In 2010,
PETA asked for a status report on the USDA's six-year-old in\{resti gations into Angelida, Riccardo, and a |
young lion that died in a train trip across the desélft. Tﬁe agency responded that the statute of limitations had
run out. So last March, PETA petitioned the agency to reopen the cases and revoke Feld Entertainment's
exhibitor's license. The organization also took the trial evidence to the Federal Trade Commission, asking
that Feld Entertainment be barred from claiming its elephants are trained with positive reinforcement. Both |
matters are pending, as are investigations into subsequent videds and reports of abuse. Vail said he
considered the "fuck you, fat ass" incident a clear-cut violation but added that he thought TB would prove to
be a much bigger problem for Feld Entertainment. Néw guidelines for TB are under consideration that
would utilize-a faster teét‘to identify infected elephants—potentially complicating logistics for touring
circuses, which also could face the prospect of state health officials turning them away. "That's probably
going to be the downfall of Feld's elephants,” Vail predicted. ‘

‘One final note: During the trial, Feld Entertainment called Kari and Gary Johnson as their leading experts in
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' spaee for two lions'
" top of their. transport enclosure and one lion'who was

which appeared to have affected her bone
development. The inspector noted that previousty

" recommended veten‘nary care had not been

admrnrstered

'August 5-6, 1998: The USDA cited Jordan for failure

to provide adequate veterinary care. A tiger named

Duichess was limping and had a hard iump on her
leg, her coat was dry and dull, and she was thin, with

-protruding banes. Jordan had not obtained

appropriate veterinary care for Dutchess. Veterinary
recommendations for deworming and blood tests for
the anrmals had not been followed The blg cats were

' offered water she drank rntently for longer than 2%

minutes.” The circus was cited for failure to provide

. adequate shelter to the !Iamas and camels, who were

- outin:th th no shade whlle the temperature
was.in-th :
han i 1 'a,manner that prevents behavioral
streg: is, a figer, became very agitated when

the trainer attempted to remove her from the cage;
began snarling, sairvatmg, and hyperventilating; and
attacked the bars in an-attempt to attack the trainer.
The inspector also noted that the lfamas weré running
loose near fairground traffic and that there were

‘ veen the public and the big
vide adequate
whose heads were ‘bumping the

unable to flly extend himself while lying down. The.
lnspector noted that lack of space-and recurring lack
of exercise might exacerbate Rafin’s (a lion) loss of
muscular coritrol -after- observrng sthat-Rafin had weak
hmdquarters and difficulty sitfing:down. ‘The trainer
sard that: four Ironsxand two ad, tlgers had been

'oonsecutwe _ ayszand- at onetiger was confined for
- an additional three days. The circus was.cited for an

insufficient number of adequatély trained employees,
improper-cage cleaning, and failure fo have an
emergency plan in casé of an anlmal attack or
escape.

e July 29, 1998. The USDA cited: Jordan for failure to ‘

provrde 'adequate vetennary care. A trger named

14 equatj "water The inspector noted
that there was ‘only-one water dish for eight animals.
Jordan was ‘cited for: keeprng 1wo:big. cats excessively
exposed to: the sun:in-temperatures above 100°F and
failure to provide adequate space.

July 28, 1998: The USDA cited Jordan for faiturs
provide adequate veterinary care. A veterinary repoi:
from July 23, 1998, did not describe tests, treatmsris,
or follow-up needed for Maya, a 22-year-old tiger.
There was no written veterinary diagnosis or
treatment for a 2-year-old tiger named Dubonnes, wiw
was prescribed topical medication. There was nv log
o indicate timely and appropriate health care. Tha
inspector also noted that 2 figer's transport enclosurs
was not structurally sound.

July 21, 1998 The USDA cited Jordan for failure to

:a-s ﬁﬂ_ed fgr hgndl;nn animals )
ln an abusrve manner The: lnspector obeerved iwo
d

three people stnkmg the trger wrth rods for up to four
minutes, The handlers then struck the cage, causing
K th for

second ime fori rmproper food storage

February 26-27, 1998: The USDA cited Jordan for
farlure o p_roy_rde adequate space for lts blg cats. The

t:‘the tlme of the incident, the
g.rideés to children. One child fell off

asg
the elephant

March 16 1996: The USDA cited Jordan for improper
food storage.




[

ile-giving rides te-two children, an

' h a Jordan
: eakinig:his.arm and ribs
organ damage. Another trainer
the incident.

April 1993: The USDA fined Jordan $500 after an
ariimal escaped from a cage and attacked a girl.
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Water for Elephants
April 28, 2010
Page Two

The conditions forced upon elephants used in entertainment are inherently detrimental o
individual welfare, since physical and social needs are always secondary to performance.
Calves are torn from their mothers to be. broken and intensively trained. By long tradition uzd
often by necessity elephants are held in small pens or on chains and transported around in
semi-trucks. On location they aré often even further restricted. These conditions bear no
semblance to an elephant’s natural lifestyle. Lack of space and companions, and physical and
‘mental inactivity all have enormous consequences for the individual’s health and well-being
over the course of a lifetime.

Training is a violent affair that begins when elephants are still babies; it is life-long and
unrelentlng, meant to break them and force them to be compliant and obedient. In the
performance industry there can be no room for error with an animal as powerful and as
intelligent as an elephant. To ensure that elephants perform consistently they are kept under
the constant control of a handler. At the core of this control is the bullhook, a steel-tipped
device similar to a fireplace poker that is used to prod, hook, jab (so-called “guldmg”) and
strike elephants. Even when not in use, the bullhook is a constant reminder of the pain and
punishment that can be meted out at any time, for any reason. So powerful is the negative
association with the bullhook that an elephant who has not even seen the device in years will
respond 1mmed1ately to its mere presence.

The Washington Post published a shocking story (and even more shockmg photos) last year
about the training of baby elephants at the Ringling Brothers breeding cemter, as revealed by -
former handler Sammy Haddock. He described screaming babies (still at an age when they
would be suckling) being forcibly taken from their mothers and the months of trauma they
endured as they struggled to free themselves from ropes and chains. The postures of the
babies in the photographs illustrate the fear that these calves experienced as they strained
against their fetters. Only when the babies had given in to the constraints did the next phase
of tralmng begin, using more ropes, prodding with bullhooks and electric shock devices.

_ Training sessions could 1ast for three to four hours a day (see artlcle attached)

The training employed by Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Baﬂey Circus is no dlfferent
than that used by those who force elephants‘to perform for movies or to give rides. (In fact,
some Hollywood trainers provrde elepharits for' both these uses, such-as Have Trunk Will
Travel, based in Southern California.) This trarmng is always secretive, performed at animal
tralmng compounds away § from the main productlon to assure the total control and consistent
performance that the handler needs 'once on the set. This’ also circumvents on—set momtonng
by humane inspectors and scrutiny by actors and crew Who might object to training practrces

The depth of knowledge we have as a society about elephants and their natural lives and
‘needs, in concert with what we know about their suﬁ'ermg in captivity, should compel
anyone in the film industry to use alternatrves to live ammals on the set. Surely, in this time
of advanced film and computer-based technolog1es mcludmg animatronics and VFX, there is
no reason to do otherwise. The amazing strides made in this area allow films to be realized
without the cruelty of hiarm that exists, though it may not be seen on the set.
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Water ior Elephants
April 28, 2010
Page Three

Elepkants What -better way to celebrate the spirit bf her character and the book than to make

~ the most- compassmnate choice possible and reﬁ.'am from using wild animals who also have

suffered in the name of entertainment.

We look forward to being able to see and enjoy anv animal-free Water for Eléphants in the not
so distant future, and we are happy to discuss any elephant issues further Wlth you if you so
wish. We Would appreciate hearing from you on this Jmportant issue.

Respectﬁ.llly, :

(#SKQ&\
Pat Derby

Director and Foimder s
Perf@rmmg Animal Welfare Society

Board Member Elephanthces

cc: Ms.,caﬂaﬂacken
M. Erwin Stoff
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reheve physmal paln The mcreased frequen‘c_y of’ stereotypnc behaviors preceding. performances is
« nce prlor to ancl durmg the shows The ‘

’elephants demonstrates that suc,h treatment lS routune

What I have observed in the vxdeo is completely consistent with the evidence that I reviewed and
documented in a Soepage repoit as'an expert witness in the legal case against this circus for their
mistreatment of elephants In revnewing ‘the- materlal for-the trial I watched hours of similar footage.
As an.expert in elephant social behavior T am. sickenied that human . beings can treat innocent
creatures in this manner - all in the name of ‘entertainment and making a buck.

Yoy

Joyce H. Pooig, PhiD

. ElephantVoices, Joyce Poole
Buskhellinga 3, 3236 Sandefjord, Norway , R
- TIf. +47 33478817 - Cell: +47 45664564 -

ElephantVoices, US :
4301 21% Street, San Francisco
California 94114, USA

Cell: 415 648 3882
ipoole@elephantvoices.org
info@elephantvoices.org ™ -
www.elephantvoices.org

skype: elephantvoices
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‘hugging' and offenng
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Asnan ele hants console each other when they are dlstressed by touchmg and “talkmg" to
' At ggestmg :the anlmals,,have EheiabilitytaTbe both

I3 1 BED N0

The study focused on a-group of 26 Asnan elephants in captlwty, spread over 30 res'at an
elephant camp in northern Thailand.

[ed by .'!oshua Plotnik of Emory Unlver5|ty, found that nearby elephants affiliated

/ more with a dlstressed individual through dlrected _physical contact following a
vent than during control perlods

nded to another's dlstress in a similar way to humans, offermg comfort

cal contact. "Humans are unigue in many ways, but not in ‘as many ways as
" Mr Plotnlk sald ‘

T d‘ ,gf elephants alse showed a tendency to vocahse reassurance. “The
,d. folio) ' ag sound " Mr

CAofR F ' , ' . 4/9/14 3:00PM
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Elephants console each other in times of distress

20f2

-baby.”

“With their srrong soc1al ‘bonds, -it's not surprlsmi -t
co- author Frans de Waal; an. E*’nory pmfessar

In Dic_tdfés: .\N’ildlife Trust for ,erhaned animals in Kenya

Groups of nearby elephants were also more likely to huddle together and make physical
contact with-each -other. ‘

Mr Plotnik conceded that the current elephant study was limited due to the fact that it was

http://www.independentﬂ.co.uk/newvé/scicnce_/elephants-console.— .

restricted to captive ammals, but said it was just "a first step". He added: "I would like to

see this consolation capacity demonstrated in wild populations as well."

Wwild populations of elephants, however, are becoming mcreasmgly scarce, and both Asian
elephants and African elephants are endangered.

Read more: Editor's letter: One final push to hit £SOD;OOO for Africa’s elephants

Join our call for world leaders to stop the iliegal killing of elephants

Elephanfs in the Dust
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ha]f—century in the way animals are used and imagined in science and popular cult_ure..

“Whatfhé chimpanzee has doneistoproveithereismo :hard;and:fasté ine-dividing us from.+
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the rest of the ammal kingdom,” Dr. Goodall sald Fnday “That’s the greatest glft the

- chimpanzee has grven those of us Who éare about ammal welfare

ted this co‘mectron “The chimpanzee is

Ina blog post }about Lhe proposal,
' I 1s in our nature to protect and conserve

sald to sha__ 98 perce
thls iconic specres and this proposal Wlll help

”

Like any cultural shlft the change in how chlmps are v1ewed has been spotty and uneven,
but profound In the 19505 and '60s, chlmp ' prowded coml ’I1ef in movies like “Bedtlme'
for Bonzo” Wlth Ronald Reagan Althouglr chim ps are stﬂl d sed in costume and used on
television and i in advertlsements a recent film like “Rise of the Planet of the Apes”.used
human actors and technology for its apes, who were dec1dedly the heroes of the movie.

Pressure from animal welfare groups and the advance of technology have changed the
climate. Patti Ragan, who runs the Center for Great Apes, a sanctuary in Florida that houses
many chlmps once involved in entertainment, said that 20 years ago, there were 10 to 15
trainers who “worked great apes.” “There’s really only three trainers left now, ” she said.

The genomics revolution revealed the genetic commonality that Mr. Ashe referred to, and

science has a very different view of animals of all sorts than it did when Dr. Goodall went to

Cambridge for her doctorate. | . "

“I could not talk about chlmpanzees havmg personalmes, she said. “That was the worst

anthropomorphic sin.” /

Now, she said, the “mind” of the chimpanzee is a legitimate subject of study, and

chimpanzees used in research are routinely referred to by name in scientific papers.

In fact, most of the roughly 1,000 chimps held at'biomedical laboratories are not being
used. Animal welfare groups are hoping, with good réasori that the great majority of these
animals Wlll go to sanctuaries — places like Ch1mp Haven in Louisiana, where more than
120 chlmps are kept in large social groups when posslble, with time to roam in forested
enclosures of four or ﬁve acres. '

" The National Institutes of Health is expected to act soon on a recommendation from one of

its commlttees that most of the 450 or SO cthps it owns or supports be retired to -
sanctuanes

Robert R. Gabriel, chief of the division of management authority for the Fish and Wildlife

6/16/13 5:31 PM
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‘human dlseases are dJsappomted by the proposal

Chrrstlan R. Abee, a Vetermarlan who is the director of the Michale E. Keehng Center for
Comparatwe Medlcme and Research at the M. D. Anderson Cancer Center at the Unlver51ty

| ‘of Texas, said’ the new rule would reqmre an apphcatron fora permlt “for even sendmg a

blood sample that is banked blood that is sﬂ:tmg in a freezer” to another lab in a different
state whlch in the best crrcumstances could take months and months to obtam

Dr. Abee said cthps were 1mportant in research ona hepatltls C vaccine. They can be
mfected w1th the virus, but it does not make them sick the way it does humans. A vaccine
may well be achleved without chrmps he saJd but time could be saved by using them.

“In the Umted States alone,” he said “15,000 people ayear die from hepatltls C. If we save

six months because we can test in chimps, that’s 7,500 human lives. Those of us who work
in research think about those lives every day.”

: Stephen Ross, the dlrector of the Lester E. Fisher Center for the Study and Conservatlon of

Apes at the Lincoln Park Zoo, runs Project Ch]mpCARE which keeps track of the number of
chlmps inthe. United States. Of the 1,884 chimps in the country, 864 are in blomechcal

' facﬂltles, 254 are in accredrted zoos and 480 are in accredlted sanctuarles

Roadsrde ZOOS Or unaccredrted sanctuarles account for 206 chimps, thle 59 are kept as

. _pets or by breeders and 21 are owned by tramers or used in entertamment

How an: endangered listing would affect the nonresearch chlmpanzees is not yet clear. Dr.
Ross and others argue that costumed chlmpanzees cavorting in advertlsements suggest to
the public that chimpanzee populations in the wild are not in trouble.

-247-
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Dr. Ross also sald chlmpanzees v ned fo1 entertamment were _taken from thelr mothers at

entertalnment as well asin b 1cal research Her goaf she sa1d is to see all captlve
chlmps in sanctuanes She saldjthe Fish and Wlldhfe Service proposal was one more move
ina contlnulng struggle

“It’s a big step forward,” she said. “We're getting towards the endgame.”

1§

Aof4 ' - 6/16/13 5:31 PM
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-~ Circuses théf do notuse ammals {partlal list):

Cirque do Solei

Nelk Circus
New Shanghai Circus’
Circus Vargas
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