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Hailey Ranks High on National Survey of Zoning Sustainability 
 

Journal of American Planning Association ranks Hailey amongst top 32 US Cities 
 
 
(Hailey, Idaho) –  

 
A December, 2014 publication of the Journal of American Planning has studied how communities 
use zoning rules to achieve local sustainability goals.  The research identified 9 sustainability 
principals associated with 53 regulatory items that could be included in zoning ordinances.  The 
researchers define sustainability goals as falling under the “Three E’s”:  ecology, equity and 
economy.  The paper draws conclusions regarding how zoning can further a towns sustainability 
goals.  Examples range from urban agriculture, such as allowing chickens or bees, to environmental 
protections such as limiting building on hillsides and in river corridors. 
 
From a list of 450 cities and counties in the United States, 32 cities were identified who had a 
higher level of sustainable measures built into their zoning rules.  Hailey was the smallest city 
chosen to be in the research report; however, Hailey scored above average on the 53 items 
examined by the researchers. 
 
“This is just another example of how good, strong planning principals can help keep Hailey one of 
the very best places”, states Mayor Fritz Haemmerle.  Hailey’s efforts began decades ago with 
strong central core planning and hillside protection.  Efforts escalated in 2008 with the Hailey 
Community Climate Challenge, and have led us to changes throughout our community that align 
with our goals for a great, clean, sustainable small town.” 
 
The full study can be viewed at Hailey City Hall, in the Community Development Department.  
Contact Lisa Horowitz for additional information. 
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