AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

DATE: 06/14/2021 DEPARTMENT: CDD/PW DEPT. HEAD SIGNATURE:
LH/BY

SUBJECT: Presentation of a report by Harmony Design and Engineering regarding public
outreach efforts for Croy Canyon: an update to the Hailey Greenway Master Plan
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BACKGROUND

The Hailey Greenway Master Plan, completed in 2018, provides a framework for future
development and management of land along the Big Wood River between Bullion Street and
Colorado Gulch Road. The Greenway located along the Big Wood River encompasses
approximately 350-acres and includes two public parks, Lions Park and Heagle Park, as well as
open space land owned by the City of Hailey (City) and two preserves, the Draper Wood River
Preserve and the Colorado Gulch Preserve, which are owned by the Wood River Land Trust
(WRLT).

Since 2018, both the City and the WRLT have purchased additional land located adjacent to
Croy Creek extending from the confluence of Croy Creek with the Big Wood River upstream to
property owned by the Animal Shelter of the Wood River Valley (Mountain Humane). Land
acquired by the WRLT consists of several parcels totaling 118-acres. This land, known as the
Simons/Bauer Preserve, was acquired by the WRLT to protect wetlands, aquatic and riparian
habitat, open space, and to provide additional recreational connections to the Hailey Greenway.
In 2020, the City acquired Lot 2 of the Croy Canyon Ranch Subdivision |. This 28-acre parcel
was acquired with City assets to provide a location for municipal snow storage and for other
public purposes.

In January 2021, the City of Hailey applied for a grant from the Idaho Department of Parks and
Recreation Recreational Vehicle Fund for the construction of a 33-site municipal campground
located on their property adjacent to Croy Creek. The intent of the campground was to provide a
developed campground for RVs and tent campers that is within walking distance to downtown
Hailey that will help stimulate economic development and prevent ecosystem damage caused
by informal, unstructured camp sites near town and the Big Wood River. During the public
hearing for the grant application, it became clear that the community desired more time and
opportunity to provide input on the proposed project, and the WRLT expressed a desire for
further collaboration on the campground design and to explore other options that could protect
wildlife habitat and the Croy Creek wetlands and floodplain. The City and WRLT jointly
contracted with Harmony Design and Engineering to conduct additional public outreach on the
proposed campground property and other adjacent property managed by WRLT described
above.

The City was notified on June 4, 2021 of successful award of the Idaho Parks grant in the
amount of $710,840. The City has 60 days to respond to the grant award.

The attached report provides several options for the Council to consider. These were presented
to the public at workshops conducted on April 13 and 14. The projects proposed during these
workshops included:

1. Separated multi-use pathway along Croy Creek Road
2. Develop walking trails connecting to Draper Preserve
3. Install Interpretive Signage on bench overlooking canyon



Support Bullion Bridge Improvements

a. Redesign the campground

b. Relocate the campground off-site

Develop City Facility/Public Works Yard

Lions Park River Restoration and Floodplain Reconnection

o~

No

Attachments to this Report:

1) Hailey Greenway Master Plan Update Draft of 5/28/21, prepared by Harmony Design
and Engineering

2) Summary of public comment prepared by Harmony Design and Engineering

3) Link to complete public comment

4) Letter from ldaho Department of Parks and Recreation to the City of Hailey dated June
4, 2021 regarding notification of grant award
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Hailey Greenway Master Plan — Croy Canyon Update
Draft #1, 5/28/2021

Support Bullion Bridge Improvements
® Future widening to include bike lanes

®» \Work with County and other stakeholders

®» \Work with Blaine County to add to Capital Improvement and Transportation Master Plans

Relocate campground off-site — or move — TBD?
® Swap or trade unused portion of City land for land that can be used for a campground

= Will require significant coordination and resources
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Hailey Greenway Master Plan — Croy Canyon Update
Draft #1, 5/28/2021

® Desired location characteristics
® (Close to city, walking distance preferred
®» Minimum 4 acres

If in current location — adjust location of tent sites or eliminate tent sites and campground access to
eliminate impacts to 100-year floodplain and existing wetlands. Design appropriate fencing that
delineates the campground boundary along Croy Creek and allows for wildlife passage. Work with Idaho
Department of Fish and Game to identify meaningful wildlife corridor through the property to respect
the intent of the corridor on the Croy Canyon Ranch Subdivision | plat. Relocate the corridor and
expand.

Develop City Facility/Public Works — TBD?
® | ocated on bench on west side of property in building envelope

® Preserve central portion of property for wildlife
® Architecture appropriate for area

The intended use for Lot 2 of the Croy Canyon Ranch Subdivision | was for a public facility such as a
school, hospital, extended care facility or continuing care retirement community, or cultural education
center as stated in the notes of the recorded plat.
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Hailey Greenway Master Plan — Croy Canyon Update
Draft #1, 5/28/2021

Lions Park River Restoration and Floodplain Reconnection
®» |dentified in original Greenway Master Plan

® Reactivate isolated side channel

®» Add offline sediment storage pond
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Hailey Greenway Master Plan — Croy Canyon Update
Draft #1, 5/28/2021
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