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Message from the Mayor
That same home uses 40,000 gallons per month
in the summer- about a 7-fold increase. When
we talk about water consumption and growth,
not all new growth is the same. A new
apartment complex of about 42 units uses the
same amount of water in August as 4 large
residential homes.

Happy September!
We are enjoying the last days of summer as our
hillsides turn golden and our thoughts turn to fall.
As we close out August, many of our citizens have
shared their concerns over water issues in our valley.
In collaboration with our Public works Director Brain
Yeager, I have the following observations:
• Cutting down on municipal water use is an

important component of Hailey’s Climate Action
goals; however, we must remember that the majority
of our region’s water use is attributed to agriculture.
In Blaine County, all of the cities combined equal
about 6% of the County’s water use. While we must
continue our vigilance on water conservation within
our town, we must also help county-wide efforts to
reduce water consumption.
• Within Hailey, summer irrigation is our biggest water

user. An average Hailey home uses 5,800 gallons of
water per month in the winter.

See the chart below prepared by our Public Works
Department that illustrates residential water use.
•

Water consumption is not the same as water
pressure. While some areas of the City
experience lower pressure than others, this is not
exclusively related to water consumption. Water
pressure is a function of several variab les
including infrastructure size and elevation within
the City. In general, areas at higher elevations
(north Hailey) have less water pressure than
areas at the lower elevations (south
Hailey). High water usage at high elevation
neighborhoods challenges the ability of the
infrastructure to deliver water.

Resiliency 2022
DID YOU KNOW that dog poop is more than just a
smelly, unsightly mess?
It’s an environmental and human health hazard.
According to the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor
Ethics, there are 83 million pet dogs in the United States
which produce 10.6 million tons of poop each year. Most
people are conscientious of picking up after their dogs;
however, many are not. This poses significant risks for
communities.
When dog waste isn’t
disposed of properly, it
eventually makes its way into
the water supply, polluting
rivers, creeks, streams, and
other local waterways. Dog
waste contains nitrogen and phosphorus which can
deplete oxygen for fish and other water-based life, as
well as catalyze harmful algae growth; creating dead
zones in aquatic habitats that can be toxic to wildlife.
According to the Centers for Disease Control, pet waste
is a host for a number of bacteria, parasite, and other
diseases that can be transmitted to humans. Dog feces
can transmit different worms that can affect humans,
especially children. For example, roundworms are
common in dogs and can remain in the soil for multiple
years. Dog waste can also carry E. coli, parvovirus,
salmonella, and campylobacter bacteria, which can cause
life-threating infections to infants, elderly, and people
with weakened immune systems.
The Environmental Resource Center (ERC) for over 10
years has collaborated with the U.S. Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, and other user groups to
reduce the negative environmental and public health
impacts of dog waste on local trails. Through the Pick Up
for the Planet (PUP) Program, the ERC provides baggies,
educational signage, and weekly bin collection to 16
highly trafficked trailheads valley-wide – at no cost to
the community!
Dog waste is one of the leading sources of water
pollution that is completely preventable. Cleaning up
after your dog is not only required by law, but also your
civic duty! Please do your part and remember to carry or
utilize available disposable bags, pick it up every time, tie
the bag closed, and toss it in the garbage – to keep
yourself, your family, and the environment healthy.

Green Tip of the Month:
Recycle your plastic film at the Blaine County Annex
Building! Various plastic films are often discarded and
end up in landfills, yet most clean and dry plastic films
are 100% recyclable! Plastic film includes newspaper
sleeves, bread bags, cereal liners, food storage bags,
produce & grocery bags, and packaging pillows. The
recycled plastic film is then shipped to Nevada to be
made into Trex Decking.
The average 500 square foot composite of Trex
Decking contains 140,000 recycled plastic bags! In
2021, the County recycled approximately 25,552
pounds of plastic film – plastic film is a lightweight
material, so achieving a weight in pounds is very
impressive! The next time you find plastic films laying
around your household, bring them to the Blaine
County Annex Building to get recycled. The recycling
receptable for plastic film is located inside the front
entrance to the left.

*****CORRECTION*****
In the resiliency section in August’s Our Town
there was a typo on the classifications for electric
bikes (e-bikes). It should have read:
Class 1: electric-assisted bicycle equipped with a
motor that provides assistance only when the rider
is pedaling and ceases when the rider stops pedaling or wen the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty
(20) miles per hour.
Class 2: electric-assisted bicycle equipped with a
motor that may be used exclusively to propel the
bicycle and that is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty
(20) miles per hour.
Class 3: electric-assisted bicycle equipped with a
motor that provides assistance only when the rider
is pedaling and ceases when the rider stops pedaling or when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty-eight (28) miles per hour.

Hailey Police Dept. Employee Profile
Patrol Officer Gustavo “Goose” Cervantes

For exact times visit https://mountainhumane.org

Treat-Friday night, the 23rd
The party begins on the Mountain
Humane event patio with a
performance by local favorite Jeff
Crosby.

Play-Saturday, the 24th
Primp your pooch in their finest regalia
and join pet parades and costume
contests at McKercher Park in Hailey.

Love—Sunday, the 25th
Join our Hikin’ Buddies and Adam’s
Gulch, Greenhorn and Draper
Preserve trailheads for organized
pack walks with trail options for varied abilities.

City Meeting Calendar
City Council…………………………………….
City Council …………………………………...
Planning & Zoning………………………….
Planning & Zoning..................................
Arts & Historic Preservation…………….
Library Board………..………………………….
Parks & Lands Board..………………….…..
Tree Committee ……………….……………..

09/12/2022
09/26/2022
09/06/2022
09/19/2022
09/13/2022
09/20/2022
09/28/2022
09/08/2022

All City offices will be closed Monday,
September 5th, in recognition of Labor Day.

Officer Cervantes has been with
the Hailey Police Department
since completing the College of
Southern Idaho’s Police Program
over a year and a half ago.
Since he was in middle school,
“Goose” knew he wanted to have a career in Law
Enforcement. He applied to the HPD because he
“likes the small-town feel and the outdoor
activities this community has to offer.”
Born in Twin Falls and growing up in Buhl,
Cervantes was aware of the reluctance the
Hispanic community often had in calling law
enforcement. He wanted to apply in an area
where there was a large Spanish speaking
community to help ease the stress of calling the
police. He wanted to be more involved in his
community and help others through problems he
might have had growing up.
In his free time, he likes to kayak, fish, snowboard
and explore new places.

THANK YOU!
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What is Killing our Majestic Spruce?
The Hailey Tree Committee
You may have noticed a sad change in the tree
canopy of Old Hailey –dying spruce!
The most common spruce in Hailey are:
Englemann spruce which have cones 1 to 2
inches long green needles. These
native trees were the first spruce
to be planted in Hailey. They were
transplanted from nearby forests.
Some are over 100 years old!

They are not heat or drought tolerant.

Blue spruce which have cones 3
to 4 inches long with blue to
green needles. Blue spruce is
native only to a small area of
eastern Idaho. Blue spruce prefers moist, semi-shady sites so
they become stressed in our urban setting.

Norway spruce which have cones 4 to 7 inches
long and have drooping green
branches. Norway spruce like moist,

partly-shaded sites.

If you see a large spruce tree dying
from the top down, it is most likely caused by a
species of the Ips beetle that tunnels under the bark.
The Ips beetle galleries under the bark cut off the
flow of sap which kills the branches above. Dying
branches advance down the tree through the
summer because there will be two or more Ips
generations a year. Normally, Ips will not kill a tree
in a short time. Ips become a threat when trees are
stressed due to inadequate water to the roots, heat
and drought, mechanical damage and compacted
soils. It’s important to deep water trees at least once
a week when hot, or replace with more drought
tolerant species.
Once a tree has extensive top dieback these trees
may need to be removed. This reduces the spread of
Ips beetles to other trees. If there is limited dieback,
pruning by an arborist, deep watering and
fertilization can help the tree survive. Adult Ips will
emerge and infest new trees in early summer. Any
Ips infected wood needs to be covered or removed
from the area to protect healthy trees. Other insects
or disease that can damage spruce trees include
spider mites, scale, toxic salts or herbicides.
Please email Emily at
Emily.williams@haileycityhall.org to receive more
information on other spruce insects and diseases.

Come Volunteer at the Hailey Native
Plant Arboretum!
Join us Tuesday, Sept 13 from 9:00-11:00 AM.
You will learn about native Idaho plants, including
the state tree and state flower. We will be doing
some light pruning, raking, weeding, and planting
wildflowers and shrub seedlings.
Email emily.williams@haileycityhall.org to sign up!”

