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Section 1 - Natural Hazards 

1.0 Natural 
Hazards 

 

    

1.1 Big Wood River and other Watercourses 

    

Goal:  Retain, preserve and protect the natural state of watercourses and wetlands in and around 
Hailey. 

    

 1.  Policy: Encourage land use development that is optimally harmonious with the Big Wood 
River as a natural, scenic, and wildlife resource. 

  Implementation:   

  a. Review the impact of development to ensure that it does not hinder or impair the 
course of the river, or alter the perception of the river, by those on or adjacent to 
it, so that it remains a natural and free flowing stream. 

  b. Review all stream alteration permits to maintain the natural environs of the river 
while preserving private property.  Stream alteration and bank stabilization shall 
not be permitted to lessen the cross section of the channel of the river or 
substantially depart from the character of the natural bank in the vicinity of the 
work being done. 

  c. Establish and maintain a riparian area which will provide separation between 
land uses and the river.  Appropriate vegetation for screening and bank 
stabilization is that which is naturally found in the vicinity of the stream bank.   

  d. Continue to prohibit all structures and roads, not to include pathways, within the 
Big Wood River Floodway.   

  e. Coordinate management efforts with other governmental agencies having 
jurisdiction over and around watercourses. 

  f. Allow intentional reconfiguration of the stream or river, or the removal of natural 
materials from the river channel, only when necessary to protect the public 
health, safety, or welfare. 

     

 2.  Policy:  Preserve and establish water-related recreation opportunities.  

  Implementation: 

  a. Utilize as a tool the Resources Map showing water resources within the City and 
Area of Impact. Establish and maintain access to the River at as many points as 
possible.  Establish and maintain a natural trail system parallel to the River. 

  b. Continue to prohibit removal of riparian vegetation within the 100 foot wide 
riparian setback along the Bigwood River. Vegetation helps prevent flood 
damage, increases fish habitat, and furthers the natural setting.   

    

 3.  Policy: Preserve and protect watercourses in and around Hailey as natural, scenic, and 
wildlife resources.   

  Implementation: 

  a. Establish and restore, in all new developments or at any point possible, wildlife 
and natural vegetation corridors along all waterways including but not limited to 
the Big Wood River  These streams include, but are not limited to, Croy Creek, 
Quigley Creek, and Indian Creek.   

  b. Continue to prohibit the removal of any riparian  vegetation within established 
riparian areas adjacent to the bank of any stream.  

  c. Continue to require stream alteration permits for all work to be done on any 
watercourse.  Discourage alterations of any stream that alter the course or 
change the character of the stream.  Provide for emergency application review. 

  d. Establish a hierarchy system whereby watercourses are preserved and 
protected. 

    

 4.  Policy: Preserve and protect wetlands in Hailey and the Area of City Impact as natural, 
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scenic, and wildlife resources.   

  Implementation: 

  a. Require all new developments containing wetlands to fully comply with agency 
requirements for wetlands identification, retention and/or mitigation. 

    

1.2 Community 
Forest 

 

    

Goal: Increase and augment the number, variety, size and health of trees throughout the community. 

    

 1.  Policy:  Establish policies, regulations, and standards necessary to ensure that the City will 
continue to realize the benefits provided by a community forest.   

  Implementation: 

  a. Establish a Resolution that promotes the planting and maintenance of public and 
private trees in Hailey. 

  b. Establish an entity that will create a community forestry master plan and will 
oversee its implementation. 

  c. Require street trees, of appropriate size and species, in all new commercial and 
residential development.  Provide for developer installation, irrigation and 
maintenance of those trees for a defined time period.  Support the replacement 
of trees when removed by development. 

  d. Establish incentives for property owners to care for street trees adjacent to their 
property.  Care would include irrigation, fertilization, and prevention of damage.  
Consider City review of any removal of street trees. 

  e. Retain the services of an arborist for periodic review of trees on public property. 

  f. Support efforts to establish Hailey as a Tree City USA. 

  g. Maintain the 100 foot wide riparian setback from the Big Wood River to preserve 
native tree growth along waterways. 

    

1.3 Upland and Green Space 

    

Goal: Preserve and protect upland sage steppe and green space in unincorporated areas adjacent to 
the Hailey/Blaine County Area of Impact for recreation, wildlife, responsible agricultural uses, and 
for future growth areas.   

    

 1.  Policy: Encourage the retention and stewardship of green space and large parcels in 
unincorporated land in, and adjacent to, the Area of City Impact. 

  Implementation: 

  a. Support County plans for unincorporated areas adjacent to Hailey for less 
density or land preservation agreements that preserve green space. 

  b. Encourage regulations by Blaine County that promote stewardship of agricultural 
land adjacent to Hailey, including but not limited to; water conservation 
measures, careful use of fertilizers, and sound waste management. 

  c. Wherever possible, keep green space in a natural state, so as to minimize 
maintenance costs and preserve ecosystems. If redevelopment occurs on 
property, require the planting of new trees where appropriate. 

  d. Negotiate an amended Area of City Impact ordinance that encourages or 
creates contiguous green space within the Area of City Impact. 

  e. Preserve green space that is contiguous and interconnecting with adjacent 
green space. Provide public pathways or trails within such connecting 
greenways. 

    

 2.  Policy: Control noxious weeds.   

  Implementation: 
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  a. Promote weed control by property owners in areas of disturbed soil.  Require 
subdivision development to restore disturbed areas with native plants to 
minimize weeds. 

  b. Require all City property and all City initiated projects to implement noxious 
weed control as set forth in State regulations. 

  c. Provide contact information to the public for agencies such as the Blaine County 
Weed Control Office. 

    

1.4 Wildlife 
Resources 

 

    

Goal: Enhance, preserve and protect the wildlife population in and around Hailey, including continuous 
migration corridors.   

    

 1.  Policy: Protect wildlife populations, migration areas, winter ranges and wildlife habitats for all 
types of wildlife species including fish, waterfowl, rangeland birds, and game 
animals.  

  Implementation: 

  a. Provide protection against erosion, sedimentation and denudation of all 
watercourses. Increase and promote fish, aquatic mammal, and waterfowl 
habitat by discouraging channel alteration and promoting channel re-vegetation.  

  b. Coordinate with the State and Federal agencies efforts to maintain and properly 
manage wildlife, water and air habitats. 

  c. Refer to the resources map showing general areas of wildlife migration corridors 
and critical winter ranges.   

  d. Require development to more specifically identify the location of these areas and 
mitigate or protect them, especially along the Big Wood River and in all canyons 
to the east and west of Hailey. 

  e. Seek updates on all natural resource inventories from appropriate agencies, to 
assess the incremental impacts of development on the resource and as a basis 
for regulatory amendments, as necessary.  

    

1.5 Physical Environment 

    

Goal: Protect and enhance the physical environment of Hailey. 

    

 1.  Policy: Ensure enforcement of all Federal, State and Local environmental quality 
regulations. These standards include but are not limited to regulations on water and 
wastewater quality, air quality, or stormwater drainage.    

  Implementation: 

  a. Assist Federal, State and Local agencies to insure enforcement of 
environmental standards and regulations. 

  b. Coordinate state emission, water quality, sewer system, and other 
environmental standards with local regulation.   

  c. Discourage the use of septic systems within the Area of City Impact, and prohibit 
the use of any septic system in any location which is within a delineated 
wellhead zone. 

  d. Encourage catalytic converters, or other pollution control devices, on all wood 
stoves installed in the City to prevent the deterioration of air quality.  Provide an 
educational brochure for proper wood stove use. 

  e. Ensure the installation of City standard drywells or drainage systems that 
function as well if not better, at containing drainage on private property within 
City limits.  Promote these systems in delineated wellhead zones and Area of 
City Impact. 

  f. Ensure that City ordinances require that all construction meet Federal, State and 
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Local regulations for storm water runoff. 

 2.  Policy:        Protect and maintain the quality view that is inherent in the Wood River Valley. 

  Implementation: 

  a. Extend the Area of Impact to the ridgelines visible from Hailey, as mapped. 

  b. Continue the building height of 35 feet, with the possible exception of increased 
height limits within the Central Business District. 

  c. Enact a hillside ordinance in order to maintain unobstructed view and visual 
aesthetics that draw people to the area. 

  d. Continue to enforce and periodically review and update the outdoor lighting 
ordinance to protect the quality view of the night sky. 

  e. Cluster development away from sensitive resources. 

 3.  Policy:   Recognize the value of and preserve, enhance or restore natural resources such as: 
water resources, scenic areas, view corridors, wildlife habitats, and ecosystems.  

     Implementation:  

  a. Establish an overlay district to manage the Big Wood River waterways, 
wetlands, floodways and floodplains. 

  b. Establish a wellhead protection plan. 

  c. Establish a Historic District to preserve and enhance our heritage. 

  d. Establish a Hillside Overlay District and  Hillside Ordinance. 

  e.         Identify, establish and protect view planes from identified special places, i.e., the 
view of Della Mountain from the Old Courthouse, Carbonate Mountain from Main 
Street, and others. 

  f. Establish a Scenic Highway Corridor Overlay District to preserve the views at 
the entrances to the community (See the Sawtooth Scenic Byway Corridor 
Study). 

  g. Establish Wildlife and Ecosystems Overlay Districts to protect wildlife corridors 
and ecosystems. 

    

1.6  Alternative Energy and Resource Conservation 

    

Goal: Promote the use of alternative renewable energy sources as well as the conservation of natural 
resources. 

    

 1.  Policy: Protect, enhance, and develop alternative energy sources. 

  Implementation: 

  a. Promote the study and use of all types of renewable resources as alternatives to 
traditional energy sources. 

  b. Support the development of geothermal resources as both an alternative energy 
source and a recreational amenity.  

    

 2.  Policy: Promote design features that conserve energy and natural resources. 

  Implementation: 

  a. Consider possible incentives for site design and/or design features in buildings 
that result in energy and resource conservation. 

    

 3.  Policy: Promote water conservation. 

  Implementation: 

  a. Implement a water metering system for all residential and non-residential uses. 

  b. Require dual water systems, one for domestic use and one for irrigation use in 
large, new developments. 

  c. Promote water efficient landscaping, such as drought tolerant or native 
plantings. 
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1.7 Mineral 
Resources 

 

    

Goal: Ensure the aesthetic and environmental preservation of the area by discouraging the extraction of 
mineral resources.  

     

 1.  Policy: Prohibit, when possible, the extraction or processing of any mineral resources within 
the City.  Discourage such uses on lands in the Hailey / Blaine County Area of 
Impact. 

  Implementation:   

  a.  Maintain current zoning regulations, which do not permit extraction and 
processing uses within any zoning district. 

  b. Review and comment on any application for the extraction or processing of 
minerals within the unincorporated areas of Blaine County, the Area of City 
Impact. 
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2 
Hazardous 
Areas  

2.4 Seismic and Geologic Hazard 

    

I. Goal: 
The Goal of this section is to provide information to the public concerning threat to human health, 
safety and property associated with a landslide, earthquake, or other geologic or seismic event. 

    

 1.  Policy: 

Establish and maintain a thorough knowledge of the location and severity of hazards 
related to faults, seismic activity areas, soils, slope, geo - and hydro - thermal 
activity and water table levels. 

 2.4.I.1 Implementation:   

  a. 

As feasible, locate and map areas containing faults, slopes at or above 10%, 
geo - thermal activity, ground water levels which are typically less than three 
feet below the surface, and soils inappropriate for development due to instability 
or other factors.   

  b. 
Provide public access to information concerning the location and severity of any 
known seismic or geologic hazard. 

  c. 

Referencing available studies, including the 1973 Soils and Hydrology Analysis 
for the Woodside Subdivision, discourage development in areas of unstable 
soils.  

  d. Adopt a hillside ordinance addressing potential hazards of hillside development. 

    

 2. Policy 
Maintain building standards and provide information that address known radon 
hazards. 

 2.4.I.2 Implementation: 

  a. 
Continue to address the mitigation of structural damage by seismic activity 
through enforcement of the Uniform Building Code. 

  b. 

Recommend radon testing and the installation of passive radon removal 
systems in all new residential construction.  Said systems should be constructed 
in such a manner that they can be converted to active removal systems with a 
minimum amount of homeowner expense.   

  c. 
Provide information to the public on the risks of radon, testing services and/or 
materials available, and passive and active removal systems. 

    

2.5 Flood Hazard  

    

I. Goal: 
The goal of this section is to reduce the potential threat to loss of life, limb or property and 
minimize public expenditures due to flooding. 

    

 1.  Policy: 
Develop and maintain a thorough knowledge of the location and severity   of 
hazards related to flooding. 

 2.5.I.1 Implementation:   

  a. 

Maintain a thorough knowledge of the primary sources for flood hazard analysis 
as identified by the Federal Insurance Administration.   Those sources include 
Floodplain Information Studies prepared for the Big Wood River by the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers; the Flood Insurance Study, City of Hailey, 
Idaho, prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); and 
the Flood Insurance Rate Map/Flood Hazard Boundary Map also issued by 
FEMA.  

  b. 

When appropriate, support or require Letters of Map Amendment or Revision.  
Amendments or revisions may be appropriate at locations or properties where 
empirical evidence of flood or other conditions does not appear to correspond 
directly to the most current information available to the City. 
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 2.  Policy: 
Discourage development along watercourses, including drainage areas, especially 
in known flood prone areas. 

 2.5.I.2 Implementation: 

  a. 
Continue to prohibit any construction, with the exception of recreational trails, 
emergency access ways and stream alterations, where approved, in floodways.   

  b. 
Prohibit the installation of any new individual septic systems within the 
floodplain within Hailey's Area of City Impact. 

  c. 

Restrict and closely supervise construction in the floodplain, and allow no 
construction which would not comply with the 'no - rise' standards established 
by FEMA.   

  d. 

Conduct planning studies of areas where development and subdivision have 
already occurred in the floodplain and define limitations on future development 
in those areas. 

  e. 
Continue to educate the general public about hazardous areas and restrictions 
therein by means of the city newsletter or similar publication. 

  f. 

Consider an increased setback from the bank full level of watercourses and a 
specific and substantially adequate setback for all construction from existing, 
drainage areas with intermittent or perennial stream flow. 

  g. 
Continue to encourage Planned Unit Developments in which all residential 
construction takes place outside the designated floodplain. 

  h. 
Consider implementing a Design Review process for development along 
watercourses. 

  i. 
Continue to require preservation of native riparian vegetation along 
watercourses 

  j. 
Support public acquisition, or protection by tools such as landscape easements, 
of property directly adjacent to the Big Wood River for greenbelts. 

  k. 
Establish a method to transfer development rights from floodplain areas into 
designated receiving areas. 

    

2.6 
Avalanche 
Hazard    

    

I. Goal: 
The goal of this section is to reduce the potential threat to loss of life, limb or property and 
minimize public expenditures due to avalanche. 

    

 1.  Policy: 
Develop and maintain a thorough knowledge of the location and severity of hazards 
related to avalanches within the City and the Area of City Impact. 

 2.6.I.1 Implementation:   

  a. 

For new development and lands under consideration for annexation, require 
applicant to provide a site specific avalanche study, in order to locate and map 
areas which are either prone to avalanche, or which would be within the 
pathway of an avalanche. 

  b. 

Establish and map 'red zones', areas in which the frequency of return of an 
avalanche is less than 30 years, or the load of any avalanche may be greater 
than 600 pounds per square foot. 

  c. 

Establish and map 'blue zones', areas in which the frequency of return of an 
avalanche is more than 30 years and less than 100 years, and the load of any 
avalanche does not exceed 600 pounds per square foot. 

    

 2.  Policy: 
Establish and enforce land use patterns that restrict development in avalanche 
hazard areas. 

 2.6.I.2 Implementation: 

  a. 
Develop an avalanche ordinance by which to restrict future construction in said 
hazardous areas.   

  b. Prohibit building in any area designated as a 'red zone'. 
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  c. 

Require a site specific study and engineered building plans for any planned 
structure, at the cost of the developer, prior to issuance of any building permit in 
any area designated as a 'blue zone'.  

    

2.7 
 Wildfire 
Hazard  

    

I. Goal: 

The goal of this section is to reduce the potential threat to loss of life, limb or property and 
minimize public expenditures due to wildfires which threaten natural resources, or which threaten 
structures within the urban interface.  

    

 1.  Policy: 

Develop and maintain a thorough knowledge of the location of lands which may be 
subject to wildfire, and the location of structures which would be threatened should a 
wildfire occur. 

 2.7.I.1 Implementation: 

  a. 
Officially adopt an urban interface area as may be delineated by the Hailey Fire 
Department. 

  b. 
Establish and maintain a wildfire hazard rating for parcels, buildings and 
structures within the urban interface. 

    

 2. Policy: 
Establish and enforce land use patterns and building criteria that mitigate the threat 
to property from wildfire. 

 2.7.I.2 Implementation: 

  a. 

Establish building criteria for all building and structures within areas having high 
or moderately high wildfire hazard ratings.  These criteria shall include:  Class A 
fire resistant roofs, building clear zones to maintain a minimum 10-foot wide fire 
safe area around structures, and maintaining a minimum 20-foot wide vehicle 
access as per the Uniform Fire Code.  

  b. 
Encourage infill development on vacant property within City limits in order to 
limit the amount of wildfire fuels available. 

  c. 

Establish or encourage maintenance programs, either public or private, for the 
urban interface.  These programs include the removal of high volatility fuels 
from areas adjacent to structures. 

     

2.8 
Man Made 
Hazard  

    

I. Goal: 

The goal of this section is to reduce the potential threat to loss of life, limb or property and 
minimize public expenditures due to man made hazards such as pollution, toxic waste, 
electromagnetic emissions, hazardous utility or transportation facilities, or the storage and 
transport of noxious, radioactive, or hazardous material. 

    

 1.  Policy: 
Segregate uses that are known or suspected hazards to human health and restrict 
those uses to locations that are most appropriate. 

 2.8.I.1 Implementation: 

 a. 
Encourage businesses that avoid the use of materials, emissions or facilities that 
pose a direct threat to human health safety and welfare.   

 b. 
Continue to uphold Blaine County required setbacks from electric power lines within 
the Area of City Impact.   

 c. 
Encourage private sector education of the public about potential health concerns 
related to exposure to electromagnetic fields, as information becomes available.   

 d. 
Establish highway 75 as the sole corridor for the through transport of hazardous or 
radioactive materials.  

 e. Prohibit mining operations within City Limits and Area of City Impact. 
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 2.  Policy: 

Regulate uses that are known or suspected to diminish water quality.  Where 
regulation is not appropriate, provide education on voluntary steps to maintain water 
quality. 

 2.8.I.2 Implementation: 

  a. Adopt a Wellhead Protection Plan and Ordinance for the City of Hailey.   

  b. Encourage Blaine County to adopt a Wellhead Protection Plan and Ordinance. 

  c. 

For proposed developments within the City or Area of City Impact that are 
located in another municipality's wellhead protection area, seek comments from 
that municipality. 

  d. 
Enforce Hailey Pretreatment Ordinance to inventory businesses that store or 
use hazardous materials. 

    

 3.  Policy: 

Seek cooperation between the City of Hailey and the Friedman Memorial Airport 
Authority, recognizing both the benefits and potential hazards presented by the 
airport's near proximity to both residential and commercial areas of the city. 

 2.8.I.3 Implementation: 

  a. Discourage physical expansion of Airport grounds. 

  b. 
Discourage aircraft activity necessitating any deviation from standards or 
waivers from standards due to more demanding types of aircraft. 

  c. 
Discourage any changes in airport use or design that would increase off-site 
land use restrictions. 

  d. 
Discourage any changes in airport use or design that would result in a 
significant increase in air pollution. 

  e. Continue to have adequate City representation on the Airport Authority Board.   

  f. 
Maintain cooperative agreements between the City of Hailey and Friedman 
Memorial Airport. 

    

2.6  Hazard Response Readiness 

    

I. Goal: 
The Goal of this section is to ensure City readiness to respond to emergencies caused by natural 
or man-made hazards. 

    

 1.  Policy: 
Maintain or improve the overall effectiveness of the Emergency Operations Plan 
(EOP). 

 2.6.I.1 Implementation:   

  a. 
Review and update as necessary the 1993 EOP, and establish a schedule for 
periodic updates. 

  b. 
Provide training as necessary to ensure appropriate City personnel maintain a 
high level of familiarity with EOP. 

    

 2.  Policy: 
Continue participation in and cooperation with the Local Emergency Planning 
Committee. 

 2.6.I.2 Implementation:   

  a. 
Maintain or increase City representation on the Local Emergency Planning 
Committee. 

  b. 

Direct City staff most familiar with City's EOP to assist with the Committee's 
rewriting of the County Emergency Plan to ensure integration of the City's 
procedures in the County's plan. 
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 3.1 Historical Sites and Cultural Landmarks 

    

 

I.  Goal:  The Goal of this section is to research, establish and retain historic sites and 
buildings and preserve cultural landmarks in order to provide and retain a sense of the history 
of the Community.  That history will increase the sense and identity of the community and will 
provide a foundation for future direction. 

    

 1 Policy: 
Establish and maintain a thorough knowledge of historical or culturally significant 
sites in order to create a comprehensive inventory of significant landmarks.  

 3.1.I.1. Implementation: 

 a. 
Complement the existing historical inventory with information from the historical 
Society survey of the City of Hailey. 

 b. 

Research and document the mining, commercial, agricultural and livestock, or 
other history of the area in order to establish mines, building sites, trails, or 
associated locations as culturally significant to the area. 

 c. 

Research and document the history of diverse cultural and ethnic groups in order 
to establish and preserve sites that were or are of historical or cultural 
significance. 

    

 2 Policy: 

Develop a historic preservation ordinance to enhance the identified historic and 
cultural landmarks, provide for public information concerning those landmarks, 
and recommend guidelines for promoting the preservation, rehabilitation and 
development of those landmarks.  

 3.1.I.2 Implementation: 

 a. 
Develop a Historic Preservation Committee, thereby developing a point of 
reference to acquire and distribute information. 

 b. 
Establish recommended criteria for reviewing development and rehabilitation 
plans. 

 c. Compile an inventory of historic residential and commercial buildings. 

 d. 
Designate each historically or culturally valuable site as a landmark to be noted, 
preserved, rehabilitated, or relocated. 

 e. 

Establish an historic core or district, including areas within the Hailey / Blaine 
County Area of Impact, define and map that district, and create regulations for the 
preservation of that area. 

    

 3.2 Cultural and Scenic Amenities 

    

 
I.  Goal:  The goal of this section is to retain and protect features of special interest to the 
community, and to protect the scenic value of the Wood River Valley. 

    

 1 Policy: 
Preserve hillsides in and around Hailey as green space in order to preserve those 
areas as a community resource.  

 3.2.I.1 Implementation: 

 a. 
Continue the building height restriction, and encourage amendment of the 
ordinance to include a height limit for all structures also. 

 b. 
Prohibit construction on hillsides in order to maintain unobstructed view and 
visual aesthetics that draw people to the area. 

 c. Implement a hillside ordinance or create a mountain overlay district. 

    

 2 Policy: Preserve the architectural and ambient quality of the Hailey Business district. 

 3.2.I.2 Implementation: 

 a. Encourage compatible, attractive, and functional design in all commercial areas. 

 b. 
Promote infill development of commercial areas in order to increase the efficiency 
of streets and parking areas, and promote storefronts adjacent to property lines in 
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order to promote pedestrian traffic.   

    

 3 Policy: 
Preserve residences, or residential areas, which demonstrate the heritage or 
diverse architectural styles of the community. 

    

 3.2.I.3 Implementation: 

 a. 
Encourage the preservation and restoration of residences and residential areas 
that have unique or characteristic vernacular.  

 b. 
Consider overlay district for old Hailey Townsite that would allow flexibility in bulk 
requirements. 

 c. Encourage healthy and diverse landscaping throughout the community. 

 d. 
Design a tree-planting program to maintain the visual aesthetics of the 
community.  

    

 3.3. Big Wood River and other Watercourses 

    

 

I.  Goal:  The goal of this section is to retain, preserve, and protect the natural state of 
watercourses in and around Hailey in order to preserve and establish water-related recreation 
opportunities and to preserve the scenic quality of the River.  

    

 1 Policy: 
Encourage land use development which is optimally harmonious with the Big 
Wood River as a natural and scenic resource. 

 3.3.I.1 Implementation:   

 a. 

Review all stream alteration permits to maintain the natural environs of each 
stream.  Stream alteration and bank stabilization will not be permitted to lessen 
the cross section of the channel of any stream or substantially depart from the 
character of the natural bank in the vicinity of the work being done. 

 b. 
Continue to prohibit all structures and roads, not to include pathways, within the 
Big Wood River Floodway. 

 c. 

Prohibit the removal of any materials from the channel of the River, and allow 
intentional reconfiguration of the stream only when the public health, safety, or 
welfare is threatened. 

 d. 
Adopt green space designation for floodplain areas through the use of restrictive 
setbacks.  

 e. 
Establish and maintain access to the River at as many points as possible.  
Establish and maintain a natural trail system parallel to the River.  

    

 3.4 Green space 

    

 I. Goal 
The goal of this section is to promote the creation and preservation of green 
space and green space corridors. 

 1 Policy: 
Support and establish regulations that enhance the value of, preserve, or require 
green space. 

 3.4.I.1 Implementation: 

 a. 
Develop regulations to protect shorelines of watercourses, hillsides, and green 
spaces for the perpetual use by the general public.  

 b. 

The City, through acquisition, lease, easement, development policy or ordinance 
should assure that development along shorelines, in drainages, and within flood 
control channels is regulated in order to preserve or restore green space 
corridors and public access.  

 c. 
Promote the establishment of a Transfer of Development Rights program to 
protect green space. 

 2 Policy: 
Encourage cooperation with developers to create green space corridors 
accessing outlying areas with link-ups into and through the City. 
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 3.4.I.2 Implementation: 

 a. 
Encourage transfers of density and density bonuses in developments where 
green space corridors and green space areas are designated.   

 b. 

Set aside, require the dedication of, or encourage easements for lands to be 
permanently maintained as green space and wildlife corridors.  Portions of the 
land area surrounding Hailey should be acquired for or dedicated to permanently 
maintained green space.   Wildlife corridors should be established in all canyons 
to the east and west of Hailey, and should be interconnected through the 
community. 

 c. 
Maintain access to public lands by requiring vehicular or non-vehicular 
easements and/or pathways through new developments. 
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4.1 Goal: 

To create and maintain an interconnected system of parks, recreational facilities, 
trails, green spaces and natural lands for the community of Hailey in order to 
provide diverse recreation opportunities for Hailey residents. 

   

 1 
Policy:  Ensure long-term planning, development, and maintenance of an 
interconnected and integrated recreational system. 

   

   

 4.1.1 Implementation:  

 a. 

Continue to use standards for recreation assets properly distributed throughout the 
community.  Use the Parks, Trails and Green Space Map to determine where 
additional park space and connections are needed for existing and future 
development. 

 b. 
Expand the Map of existing, proposed and potential trails and pathways to include 
Hailey's Area of Impact.  Require future development to connect to that network. 

 c. 
Encourage development of a greenway or greenbelt that surrounds, connects and 
helps to define the community of Hailey. 

  

Greenways/greenbelts are defined as an area of green space that surrounds and 
stretches into cities; ties park components together to from a continuous park 
environment. This language is consistent with the Hailey Parks, Lands and Trails 
Master Plan. 

 d. 

Support the Hailey Parks, Lands & Trails Master Plan that provides for an 
interconnected system of parks, recreational facilities, trails, green spaces and 
natural lands that meets the needs of current and future residents of Hailey. 

 e. 
Support the Hailey Parks & Lands Board to oversee the Master Plan and 
standards. 

   

 2 
Policy:  Promote recreation opportunities within walking distance of the greatest 
number of residents. 

 4.1.2 Implementation: 

 a. 
Ensure connection of assets through trails, greenways, sidewalks and designated 
pedestrian and bicycle routes. 

 b. 
Encourage public spaces to retrofit into denser or older neighborhoods that may be 
lacking adequate green spaces. 

 c. 

Encourage public spaces within the Central Business District that include street 
furniture, landscape planters, public art and other elements to create pocket 
recreation opportunities. 

 d. 
Encourage neighborhood participation in design, development and maintenance of 
parks and trails 

 e. 
Explore funding mechanisms such as neighborhood or local improvement districts 
to fund development of parks and trails. 

 3 

Policy:  Promote land development that discourages urban sprawl and provides 
green space resources.  Preserve green spaces while allowing development that is 
sensitive to that green space. 

 4.1.3 Implementation: 

 a. 
Encourage cluster subdivisions in designated areas to provide larger connected 
tracts of green space while protecting development rights. 

 b. 

Support, establish and encourage a system for land preservation agreements that 
protect open lands and provide larger connected tracts of green space within the 
Area of Impact. 

   

 4.2 
Goal:  Establish a permanent means of funding land acquisition, capital 
improvements, and maintenance of recreation facilities. 

   

 1 Policy:  Establish permanent funding to ensure long-term creation and maintenance 
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of recreation assets and opportunities. 

 4.2.1 Implementation: 

 a. 
Explore funding options such as levies, enterprise funds, local option taxes and 
other means of a permanent funding source for parks and lands.   

 b. 
Ensure that such funding provides for land acquisition, capital improvements, and 
maintenance. 

 c. 
Encourage development of facilities that are self-sustaining through user fees and 
other revenues. 

 d. 
Support and partner with the Hailey Parks Foundation to create an endowment 
fund for permanent funding. 

   

4.3 Goal:  Maximize recreation opportunities and minimize tax dollars. 

   

 1 Policy:  Partner with other resources. 

 4.3.1 Implementation: 

 a. 
Work with the Blaine County Recreation District to provide community recreation 
assets that support and enable the District's Recreation Programs. 

 b. 
Work with the Blaine County School District to ensure that adequate active 
recreation assets are available.  Cooperate with planning and development efforts. 

 c. 
Partner with the Hailey Parks Foundation to provide an avenue for philanthropic 
support for recreation opportunities.  

 d. 

Explore development and maintenance costs sharing with neighborhood or 
homeowner associations, philanthropic and community service groups in order to 
encourage community pride.  

 e. 
Explore maintenance partnerships, such as pooled equipment and crews for 
maintenance of trails and parks. 

   

 2 Policy:  Ensure that amenities do not create an excessive demand on city services.  

 4.3.2 Implementation: 

 a. 
Encourage standards of low-maintenance, drought-tolerant landscaping for public 
areas, as well as low-maintenance alternative paving surfaces. 

 b. 

Encourage planting of trees and street trees, recognizing that trees can reduce 
energy and maintenance costs, as well as water usage.  Require diversity 
standards as set in the City of Hailey Tree Selection & Planting Guide.  Support 
efforts to establish Hailey as a Tree City USA. 

 c. 
Encourage green spaces that are left in a natural state with minimal maintenance, 
where appropriate.   

   

 d. 
Discourage green spaces that are leftover parcels, non-connective, water-
consumptive or costly to maintain. 

 e. 
Minimize potential conflicts between uses by planning for and designating separate 
areas, routes and accesses for each.  

   

 3 
Policy:  Promote and explore opportunities to create a regional park or community 
recreational assets. 

 4.3.3 Implementation: 

 a. Explore funding options and partnerships with community and regional resources. 

 b. 
Partner with landowners of large parcels to provide recreation and green space 
opportunities while protecting property and development rights. 

 c. 
Partner with other jurisdictions and resources in Blaine County to create community 
assets. 

   

4.4 
Goal:  Ensure that future growth does not place undue demands on our current quality of 
life, recreational opportunities, and/or facilities. 
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 1 Policy:  Require future growth to provide for itself. 

 4.4.1 Implementation: 

 a. Enable impact fees for parks and lands.   

 b. 

Require future development to meet City standards for parks, trails and greenways 
distribution, size and configuration criteria, developed amenities, and level of 
maintenance as referenced in the Hailey Parks, Trails and Lands Master Plan.  

 c. 

Require recreation contributions from non-residential development that benefit both 
current and future employees, customers and users of that development, as well as 
the entire community. 

   

 2 Policy:  Preserve public lands and access for recreational use. 

 4.4.2 Implementation: 

 a. 
Identify current accesses, and status of each.  Work with landowners to 
accommodate uses while protecting property and development rights. 

 b. 
Ensure that accesses present no threat to wildlife or the surrounding lands. Direct 
motorized uses away from non-motorized uses in order to minimize conflicts. 

 c. 

Work with State and Federal agencies to ensure that public lands adjacent to 
Hailey are managed in the best interests of the residents of Hailey and the public at 
large. 
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5.4 Land Use Districts 

   
Goal:  To provide for a balanced mix of land uses suitably related to each other and their natural 
setting.  Include sufficient space in all types of districts to accommodate future growth.  Direct density 
of development towards the community core, with increasing green space and generally decreasing 
density toward the edges of the community and within the Area of City Impact. 

   

1.  
Policy:  

Encourage integration of compatible land uses in order to retain a compact City comprised 
of a central downtown with surrounding diverse neighborhoods, thereby reducing sprawl 
and traffic, increasing efficiency, and creating neighborhood and community character. 

5.4.1 Implementation: 

a. 

Permit, with appropriate use control and design review, neighborhood service centers 
designed to serve and benefit residents within a half-mile radius, or walking distance.  
Create a new zoning district with standards for such service centers, ensuring the 
commercial uses remain subordinate to residential. 

b. 

Accommodate higher density in and near the community core.  Consider ordinance 
changes such as smaller minimum lot size requirements for areas near the community 
core.  

c. 
Consider allowing increased building height in commercial districts in order to achieve 
identified city goals. 

d. 
Consider higher density housing in appropriate locations throughout the City, for example 
where served by public transit.   

e. 

Review the Transitional District section of the zoning ordinance to ensure that residential 
uses remain in that district, while allowing limited commercial uses.  The district should 
serve as a buffer between residential and intense business uses.  Evaluate actual adjacent 
uses when considering any rezone from residential to transitional zoning. 

f. 

Continue support of the overlay district for the Original Townsite lots, which allows flexibility 
of ordinance requirements, to retain neighborhood character while allowing efficient use of 
those properties.  Review overlay district regulations to ensure the primary goals of the 
district are being met. 

g. 

Discourage subdivision or rezone of property, within the Hailey / Blaine County Area of 
Impact that would be in conflict with City goals for areas identified for future municipal 
growth or as identified on the future acquisitions map. 

h. 
Use methods to preserve green space areas and critical environmentally sensitive areas 
within the Area of Impact, including land preservation agreements or other techniques.   

i. 
Consider creating new zoning districts as needs and opportunities arise, such as a health 
services district. 

j. Direct conflicting or incompatible land uses away from each other. 

   

2.  
Policy: 

Enhance the Central Business District as defined in this plan, maintaining it as Hailey's 
primary retail center.  Consider ordinance amendments that will support a dynamic and vital 
downtown core.  Expand the Business and like districts in accordance with the established 
Land Use Map.  

5.4.2 Implementation: 

a. 

Discourage the zoning of additional business district areas outside of the Central Business 
District, except those neighborhood service centers that are unquestionably oriented and 
designed to be subordinate to the neighborhood in which they are contained 

b. 

Allow the development of neighborhood service centers, with appropriate use, design and 
location constraints, within residential areas of the City. Limit the height of neighborhood 
service centers to the height of adjacent residences. 

c. 
Maintain the established maximum floor area of retail and wholesale buildings in order to 
maintain community character. 

d. 

Encourage the infill of existing Central Business District property, for example along River 
Street, with business and accessory residential uses prior to expanding the Business 
district. Discourage any further lengthening of the Central Business District. 
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e. 
Consider allowing increased height limits in certain districts in order to achieve identified 
city goals, including but not limited to underground parking and residential uses in the core.   

f. 

Study current parking requirements to determine whether the number of parking spaces 
required for various uses is appropriate and/or adequate.  Studies and future requirements 
should incorporate and support regional transportation planning. 

g. 

Consider provisions for promoting diversification of the local economy, such as business 
incubators or research parks, in the Central Business District or elsewhere that supporting 
facilities are available. 

h. 
Encourage mixed use projects with residential uses to create more diversity and vibrancy in 
the Central Business District. 

i. 
Encourage the creation of a town center as a gathering place near the center of the 
community core. 

j. 
Expedite the provision of appropriately placed centralized parking, sidewalks and other 
pedestrian amenities in the Central Business District.   

k. Consider using the space below city rights-of-way for underground parking. 

   
3.  
Policy: 

Expansion of light industrial areas is preferred adjacent to the existing Light Industrial, 
Service Commercial, and Airport districts. 

5.4.3 Implementation: 

a. 
Encourage maximum utilization of property within light industrial districts prior to providing 
for expansion of those areas. 

b. 
Support uses within light industrial areas, which provide services for employees of that 
area.  Examples include on-site cafeterias, day care facilities and employee housing. 

c. 

Revise the industrial district section to include an allowance for other industry by special 
review, (i.e. industries that do not fall under light industrial criteria, but are ecologically clean 
and provide jobs and economic prosperity to the community). 

d. 
Examine feasibility of having future Light Industrial areas utilize development rights from 
green space areas or environmentally critical areas. 

   

4.  
Policy: 

Continue cooperation between the City of Hailey, Blaine County and the Friedman 
Memorial Airport Authority, recognizing the benefits of a local airport, but also the 
increasing land use limitations presented by the Airport's near proximity to both residential 
and commercial areas of the city. 

5.4.4 Implementation: 

a. 

Work with the Friedman Memorial Airport Authority in long term planning.  Ensure that 
changes to Friedman Memorial Airport complement, not detract from the community of 
Hailey. Support continued compliance with the adopted Friedman Memorial Airport Master 
Plan. 

b. 
Recognize the existing Runway Protection Zone and restrictions on development in that 
zone. 

c. 

Support regional planning efforts to optimally relocate the Airport.  If a new site for the 
public airport is found, recognize that any private airport would not be funded by the FAA 
and therefore would not be subject to FAA regulations.  Consider whether a private airport 
would benefit the City of Hailey. 

d. 
If the Airport relocates, create a master plan for former airport lands that becomes a mixed-
use asset to Hailey. 

e. 
Review and revise all relevant sections of the Comprehensive Plan after the final decision 
regarding relocation of the Airport has been made.  

f. 
Continue to require Aviation Easements and noise disclosure notes on recorded residential 
plats.  

   

5.  
Policy: 

Promote land use policies that protect and enhance new and existing neighborhoods in 
residential zoning districts.  Encourage a diversity and mix of residential housing throughout 
the city in order to create a fully integrated community. 

5.4.5 Implementation: 
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a. 
Encourage varying lot sizes within subdivisions, thereby creating a mix of housing types 
and supporting a more diverse community.  

b. 

Permit only compatible types of uses in residential zoning districts, such as neighborhood 
service centers and home occupations that do not negatively impact the residential 
neighborhood.   

c. 
Assure that compatible land uses are located adjacent to existing residential areas.  
Consider the needs of residents adjacent to the highway. 

d. 

Recognize that transportation uses and traffic patterns affect adjacent land uses, and vice 
versa.  Expedite the provision of sidewalk and pedestrian safety amenities in all residential 
areas, prioritizing those experiencing high traffic, such as along Second Avenue. 

e. 
Encourage Local Improvement Districts, if necessary, in existing neighborhoods in order to 
install neighborhood amenities. 

f. 
Consider a downtown overlay district that would promote mixed use projects with residential 
uses. 

g. 
Consider allowing accessory dwelling units throughout the Limited Residential District as a 
means of promoting a mix of housing options. 

h. 

Consider conservation design standards or other planning techniques for residential 
development along the Big Wood River and within the side canyons, allowing for creative 
design that preserves and protects environmentally sensitive or culturally or historically 
significant areas.  

i. 

Consider additional (annexed) residential land uses to be most appropriate to the east and 
north of the existing city limits, to the west with consideration of floodplain and wetland 
areas, and least appropriate to the south (while the airport is in its current location). 

   

6 
Policy:   

Provide adequate areas for institutional and public facilities, such as schools, senior care, 
medical, judicial and other community facilities, integrated within the community. (See also 
9.0 Public Facilities, Utilities and Services, and 15.0 School Facilities and Transportation.)   

5.4.6 Implementation: 

a. 
Reference the City's future acquisition map that identifies parcels that are optimally located 
for identified public facilities and infrastructure needs.  

b. 

Locate institutional uses where services may be provided efficiently, while not negatively 
impacting surrounding residential uses.  Avoid isolation of institutional areas within the 
community. 

c. 
Encourage and support regional planning efforts for provision of institutional and public 
facilities. 

   
7.  
Policy: 

Include preservation of green space and the creation of public park spaces with all 
development.   

5.4.7 Implementation: 

a. 

Ensure that all development contributes to the provision and/or improvement of green 
space.  Review and refine the parks dedication requirements of the Hailey Subdivision 
Ordinance as needed.  Consider revisions to include requirements for commercial 
development if recognized standards can be referenced as a basis for those requirements. 

b. Zone green space areas as Recreation Green Belt where feasible. 

c. 
Consider density bonuses or other incentives for the provision of green space beyond the 
minimum required or contiguous to public lands. 

d. 
Cluster development as a method to preserve green space and to protect sensitive 
resources. 

e. 
Strive to provide a continuous corridor that preserves green space contiguous to public 
lands.   

f. 

Encourage owners of land adjacent to the city to use appropriate land use planning 
techniques in order to create and connect green space around the City, including the area 
between Hailey and the nearest neighboring city, Bellevue, and adjacent to public lands. 

   

5.5  Overlay Districts/Special Planning Tools 
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Goal:   To use overlay districts and/or other special planning tools to address areas of special 
concern or areas with specific needs or objectives, such as wetlands, floodplains and floodways, 
river or scenic setbacks, wildlife corridors, avalanche hazard areas, hillsides, historic or cultural 
districts, wellhead protection areas and any other area authorized through this Plan. 

   
1.  
Policy: 

Establish and map overlay districts for any and all geographic areas of special concern; 
establish ordinance language governing those overlay districts. 

5.5.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Create overlay mapping and language for special environmental concerns that can be 
objectively delineated, such as hillsides and avalanche hazard areas. .  

b. 

Continue to use overlay mapping and language to allow for flexibility in ordinance 
requirements, as appropriate, for Original Hailey Townsite lots, specifically as a tool to 
promote infill. 

c. 

Consider creation of a downtown overlay district that would revise regulations such as 
parking standards and density, to promote a mixed use, pedestrian oriented community 
within the Central Business District. 

2.  
Policy: 

Utilize planning tools, such as Design Review Guidelines, Planned Unit Development 
standards, or other special standards or ordinances, to address other areas of special 
concern. 

5.5.2 Implementation: 

a. 
Create appropriate planning tools for special cultural or community design concerns, such 
as historic districts and gateway/junction areas, to enhance community character. 

   

5.6 Efficient Use of Resources  

   

Goal: To emphasize efficient use of resources, including all infrastructure, and the land itself.   
1.  
Policy: Ensure that land development does not exceed water capacity. 

5.6.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Where available, require ground or surface water rights with annexation of lands into the 
City.  Water rights will be viewed as an important element of any annexation. 

b. 

Collaborate with Blaine County and Wood River Valley municipalities toward funding a 
comprehensive ground water study that would include recommendation of best 
management practices to assure a sustainable water supply for future generations.. 

c. 
Consider landscaping requirements that would conserve water used for irrigation, such as 
use of drought-tolerant and native plantings. 

   
2.  
Policy:  

Establish land use policies that ensure orderly residential development relative to public 
facilities and services. 

5.6.2 Implementation: 

a. 
Concentrate housing densities within the existing community in order that they may be 
provided with the most efficient and economical services and commercial necessities. 

b. 
Periodically review levels of service and ensure that new development is not negatively 
impacting levels of service for current residents. 

c. 
Promote higher density developments adjacent to commercial areas, collector roads, or 
other services or infrastructure that can efficiently serve those developments. 

   
3.  
Policy: 

Promote the creation of neighborhood businesses in order to protect environmental quality, 
provide for greater convenience, and furnish residents with neighborhood centers.  

5.6.3 Implementation: 

a. 

Allow the development of neighborhood service centers, with appropriate design and 
location constraints, within residential areas of the City.  Create a separate zoning district 
for neighborhood service centers, which will require a residential scale, including setbacks 
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and building heights, for all neighborhood businesses, and which limits uses to those 
appropriate to residential neighborhoods. 

b. 
Create guidelines for the appropriate spacing, population base and operation of 
neighborhood businesses. 

c. 
Implement review of neighborhood businesses using the Design Review process, and if 
necessary, the Conditional Use Permit process. 

   
4.  
Policy: 

Encourage energy efficient design in the use of land through sound land use planning 
policies. 

5.6.4 Implementation: 

a. 
New development should maximize solar exposure and protect solar access for existing 
residential developments. 

b. 

Allow for incentives for developers who follow criteria established by City for energy efficient 
subdivisions, for example, through density bonuses as may be allowed in the Planned Unit 
Development section of the Zoning Ordinance. 

c. Promote land use development that lessens dependency on the automobile. 

d. Plan for future transit areas and park and ride lots. 

e. 
Where appropriate, require development to provide adequate transportation infrastructure 
that may include transit shelters and/or pedestrian/bicycle connectors. 

f. 
Consider incentives for developers who are re-using/re-furbishing existing structures within 
the city limits. 

   

5.7  Density   

   

Goal: 

To increase opportunities for alternative transportation, reduction of vehicle traffic, creation 
of safe and walkable neighborhoods, creation and preservation of public spaces and green 
space, and efficiency of services by promoting appropriate housing densities. 

   
1 

Policy: 
Promote the highest housing density within the community core and discourage sprawling 
residential development. 

5.7.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Consider density bonuses for the provision of recreation space, public areas and amenities, 
deed restricted affordable housing, or other identified goals. 

b. 

Educate the general public about the potential beneficial aspects of density, i.e. efficient 
services, retention of green space, community integration and social interaction, increased 
convenience, greater amenities and lessened traffic. 

c. 

Encourage the incorporation of residences within commercial buildings in the Central 
Business District, and consider incentives for adding third story dwelling units to existing 
structures.  

d. 

Allow residential densities greater than twenty units per acre within the Central Business 
District or generally along and between River Street and First Avenue.  Community 
amenities should accompany developments with increased density. 

e. 

Consider increased height and/or other revisions to bulk requirements and parking 
requirements within the community core and in other appropriate locations to allow higher 
density residential infill development. 

f. 
Support text amendments to the Townsite Overlay district to allow residential infill 
development on smaller lots, which will be compatible with the character of Old Hailey. 

g. 
Create new residential development standards, which will allow for small clustered housing 
development projects near the Core or in other appropriate areas. 

   

5.8  Due Process and Public Input 

   
Goal:  To develop clear land use and development procedures that protect the public welfare for all 
development. 
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1.  Policy:  Amend Hailey City ordinances as necessary to ensure general consistency between 
those documents and the Land Use Map.    

5.8.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Proactively amend the Hailey Zone District Map to resolve significant conflicts between the 
Land Use Map and the Zoning Map.   

b. 

Strive for consistency between the Land Use Map and any amendment to the Zoning Map.  
Zone changes not consistent with the Land Use Map are generally discouraged.   As 
conditions change, it may be appropriate for an existing zoning district to be rezoned to a 
transitional type of district. 

c. Encourage consistency between the Land Use Map and annexation of land into the City.  

   
2.  
Policy:   

Adopt reasonable time limits for approval procedures, while still providing for public review 
and input. 

5.8.2 Implementation: 

a. 
Clearly explain and provide literature for all public processes with both the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council. 

b. Streamline the review/approval process for applications as much as possible.  

c. 
Ensure that conditions imposed are readily understood by the applicant and can be 
monitored and enforced by City staff. 

   
3 

Policy: 
Develop and maintain land use regulatory procedures that are efficient, consistent and 
predictable, but that provide flexibility to deal with unique situations. 

5.8.3 Implementation: 

a. 

Review all Ordinances and procedures on a regular basis to ensure that the restrictive 
provisions found therein provide substantial benefit to the public health, safety and welfare, 
while respecting private property rights. 
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6.1 Central Business District. 

  

I.  Goal: To maintain and encourage a healthy and diverse community center. 

  

1.  Policy: 

The City of Hailey should have a Central Business District, as defined in this Plan, which 
should be the primary commercial center of the community.  All regional commercial 
activity, with the exception of industry, should be concentrated in the Central Business 
District.   The Central Business District of the City of Hailey should be the Business and 
Limited Business districts on or adjacent to Main Street, River Street, and First Avenue in 
the Hailey Original Townsite and should not extend east or west of those streets.  
Additionally, the Central Business District, until properly in filled, should not extend further 
south than the intersection of Third Avenue and Main Street or further north than 
McKercher Boulevard. 

6.1.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Maintain a cohesive development strategy for the Central Business District and continue 
the use of design standards as an ordinance. 

b. 
Consolidate business zone boundaries and buffer business areas from residential areas, 
where appropriate, with intermediate Districts. 

c. 

Encourage the infill of the Central Business District, as outlined above, prior to expanding 
business-zoned areas for commercial development, while recognizing the properties 
previously designated as Business and Limited Business where outside the area outlined 
above.  

d. 
Evaluate the effectiveness of a limitation of the maximum floor size of commercial 
buildings in order to limit commercial sprawl and maintain community character. 

e. 
Contemplate an increase height limits within the Central Business District in order to limit 
sprawl and increase the efficiency of Business District property.  

f. 
Discourage new Business District areas, which are not within the Central Business 
District, on any property larger than one acre.   

g. Encourage uses which provide benefit to the public at large. 

  

2. Policy: 

Identify business areas and types of uses which can be mixed in order to create a more 
dynamic and useable marketplace.  Promote the use of Conditional Use Permits to 
provide for appropriately mixed uses in all commercial districts. 

6.1.2 Implementation: 

a. 

Review and expand, where appropriate, those uses which are permitted under the 
Conditional Use Permit process in the Business, Limited Business and Transitional 
Districts. 

b. 
Apply design standards and the Conditional Use Permit process to ensure both a dynamic 
environment and a level of compatibility between existing and proposed developments. 

  

3.  Policy: 

Explore the creation of an area within the Central Business District to encourage business 
by allowing flexibility with applications and requirements due to the physical limitations of 
Original Townsite Lots.  Encourage the retention of historic Hailey with renovations and 
new buildings to mirror the old Hailey design and character. 

6.1.3 Implementation: 

a. Map the Historic District. 

b. 

Encourage in - fill development and architectural re - models, to buildings within the 
Historic District, to be consistent with those of the historic character of the community in 
appearance and scale. 

  

4.  Policy: Expedite, to the extent possible, the public review process for commercial development. 

6.1.4 Implementation 

a. 
Provide developers of commercial projects with examples of previously approved 
commercial developments. 
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b. Conduct pre - review meetings with developers in order to resolve potential problems. 

c. Ensure applications are processed in a timely manner. 

d. 
Review guidelines for commercial development to ensure that those guidelines are clear 
and flexible. 

  

6.2  Service, Office Park and Industrial Expansion. 

  

I.  Goal:  

Provide for sufficient area, appropriately located, to accommodate the demand for 
services, offices and industries which, due to their nature, do not readily fit the fabric of 
either the Central Business District or neighborhood location. Encourage a balanced mix 
of appropriate uses on that property. 

  

1.  Policy: 

Services and offices which do not fit within the Central Business District, and industrial 
areas of any type, should be located in those areas where impact from Friedman 
Memorial Airport, or adjacent non - residential uses, make commercial use appropriate.  

6.2.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Encourage maximum utilization of property within light industrial districts prior to providing 
for expansion of those areas. 

b. 

Allow accessory uses within service, office and industrial areas which are useful to 
employees of that area.  Examples include cafeterias, day care facilities, accessory 
residences, and offices. 

c. 

Revise the industrial district section to include allowance of individual industrial uses by 
special review to ensure that environmental and other impacts are addressed (i.e. 
industries that do not fall under light industrial criteria, but are ecologically clean and 
beneficial to the community). 

d. 

Provide for expanded types of mixed use within the service, office and industrial districts. 
Include residential uses as appropriate. Ensure appropriateness of these uses with the 
Conditional Use Permit process or through size limitations. 

  

6.3  Neighborhood Businesses 

  

I.  Goal:  
Allow and encourage the creation of neighborhood business in order to increase 
convenience to neighborhood residents and decrease distance traveled. 

  

1.  Policy: 

Neighborhood business are those which are designed and operated to primarily serve 
and/or employ residents in the areas in which they are located, and are generally less 
than an acre in size. 

6.3.1 Implementation: 

a. 

Allow the development of neighborhood service centers, with appropriate design and 
location constraints, within residential areas of the City.  Require a residential scale and 
appearance, including setbacks and building heights, for all neighborhood businesses. 

b. 
Create guidelines for the appropriate spacing, population base, maximum traffic and noise 
impact, and operation of neighborhood businesses. 

c. 
Implement review of neighborhood businesses using both the Design Review and 
Conditional Use Permit processes. 

  

6.4  Home Business 

  

I.  Goal: Foster entrepreneurship by permitting the use of residences for some business activities. 

1.  Policy: 
Create guidelines for the use of residence for business activities, and allow those uses 
which are not significantly detrimental to the residential neighborhood. 

6.4.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Allow cottage industry and home occupation, by the occupant of the residence, where 
appropriate. 
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b. 
Provide guidelines to ensure that home occupations have little or no impact on 
surrounding residences.  

  

6.5   Marketplace Standards 

  

I.  Goal:  

Provide the area's residents with an active, usable market place.  Be responsive to the 
economic needs of the community, but uncompromising in protecting the integrity, by 
demanding high quality projects that would ensure a satisfactory long term relationship 
between company and community. 

  

1.  Policy: Maintain the quality and character of the City.        

6.5.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Apply design standards and the Conditional Use Permit process to ensure both a dynamic 
environment and a level of compatibility between existing  and proposed developments. 

b. 

Cooperate with the Blaine County Planning and Zoning Department to retain the quality of 
the surrounding lands and encourage businesses, industry and other commercial 
development into the cities. 

c. 
Ensure, through market analysis and fiscal impact study, that large commercial buildings 
and developments do not detract or draw from the Central Business District. 

d. 
Encourage commercial entities which have locally sensitive architecture, menus, 
operations, advertising, or signage. 

e. 
Encourage national or regional commercial entities to support local design, character and 
economic policies. 

2.  Policy: 

Retain open space and access to recreation, facilitate public education and economic 
diversity, and preserve community character, all as directed in other parts of this Plan, in 
order to retain the quality of life which is an economic foundation of the community.  

  

6.6  Commercial Infrastructure  

  
I.  Goal: Ensure that all commercial development adequately addresses infrastructure needs 
associated with the development. 

  

1.  Policy:  
Encourage orderly and efficient development thereby allowing public services to keep 
pace. 

6.6.1 Implementation: 

a. 

Review all development within the Business, Limited Business and Transitional Districts to 
ensure that adequate public and private infrastructure is provided by the development.  
Request infrastructure studies from large commercial projects in order to demonstrate that 
the demand on services has been anticipated and accommodated.  Infrastructure includes 
all utilities and services (such as fire and police protection) and accommodations for public 
and private parking, access, transportation and safety. 
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7.1 Population Increase  

   
I.  Goal:  Ensure that increasing total population does not diminish the quality of life in  Hailey and its 
environs. 

   

1 
Policy:  It is the policy of the City of Hailey to generally allow and not restrict the provision of 
social services to meet the needs generated by any segment of the population.  

7.1.I.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Coordinate and cooperate with other public entities and social service providers to allow 
maximum benefit to, and minimum burden on, the general pubic. 

b. 
Allow social services within residential areas as appropriate.  Use the conditional use 
permitting process to ensure compatibility with the neighborhood. 

    

2 

Policy:  It is the policy of the City of Hailey to generally allow the provision of infrastructure to 
meet the needs generated by any segment of the population, commensurate with preservation 
of the quality of life in Hailey and its environs, and which can be sustained economically and 
affordably by the residents and businesses of Hailey. 

7.1.I.2 Implementation: 

a. 
Encourage and, where appropriate, require market, private, volunteer, and/or philanthropic 
provision of services and amenities in order to limit tax burden. 

b. Formulate and implement an impact fee ordinance. 

   

3 Policy:  Preserve agricultural, natural and recreational open space as a community asset. 

7.1.I.3 Implementation: 

a. 
Direct population densities into areas that can best accommodate, through the provision of 
infrastructure and services, that population. 

b. 
Encourage transfer of development rights, or density transfers, as a means of preserving open 
space and wildlife habitat. 

c. 
Consider purchase of existing open space areas that are considered a valuable asset by and 
for the public. 

   

4 Policy: Maintain or improve the quality of our air and water.   

7.1.I.4 Implementation:  

a. 
Regulate, by ordinance, air emissions from sources including, but not limited to, wood burning 
stoves and open burning. 

b. Encourage industry that does not generate harmful air emissions. 

c. Preserve or improve the quality of Hailey's water supply using all legal and technical means. 

d. 
Provide adequate quality and quantities of safe drinking water through master planning, 
anticipating population growth. 

e. 
Provide appropriate wastewater treatment facilities to serve growing populations and protect 
the environment through master planning. 

f. 
Regulate, by ordinance, any possible contaminant source within the delineated wellhead 
protection areas. 

   

5 Policy: 
Assure that clean, renewable energy sources and measures to manage 
transportation and energy demand are given priority. 

   
II.  Goal:  Hailey shall provide the greatest good for the greatest number by recognizing, acknowledging, 
and responding to increasing population growth and its impact on city services and infrastructure. 

   

1.  Policy: Utilize master planning as a method of managing population growth. 

7.1.II.1 Implementation: 
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a. Implement master planning within all city departments. 

b. 

Proactively solicit the input of Hailey citizens in the master planning and growth 
management process, to ensure that Hailey's growth does not outpace the development of 
essential services and infrastructure (police, fire, ambulance, water, sewer, etc.). 

   

   

7.2  Population Diversity 

   

I.  Goal: Maintain and improve the quality of Hailey's social fabric. 

   

1.  Policy: Encourage diversity within Hailey's population. 

7.2.I.1 Implementation:  

a. 
Encourage new subdivisions to provide a varied mix of lot sizes and dwelling units.  Allow a 
mix of housing types and sizes. 

b. 
Encourage proposals that seek to improve Hailey's social environment, such as educational 
facilities and programs, cultural events, and community amenities. 

c. 

Encourage provision of housing which is affordable by those with limited incomes.  Examples 
include use of deed restrictions and business plans that help meet housing needs of their 
employees. 

d. 
Encourage proposals that help meet the needs of those who risk suffering effects of 
discrimination or are economically less advantaged. 



APPENDIX C    1997 – 2005 Goals, Policies and Implementation Table 

 

Section 8 – Community and Neighborhood Character 

8.1 Community and Neighborhood Character 

   
I.  Goal:  To establish and encourage community and neighborhood character through the use 
of innovative design, diversity of housing types, and individuality of homes. 

   

1.  Policy:  Encourage the provision of adequate, diverse, and attractive housing.   

8.1.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Encourage the rehabilitation and upgrading of existing units to strengthen 
neighborhoods and protect investments. 

b. 

Encourage infill development within the original Hailey Townsite, recognizing 
the large number of substandard lots, by implementing strategies including, but 
not limited to, the creation of an overlay district allowing flexibility in bulk 
regulations. 

c. 
Encourage the use of innovative design by builders and developers that will 
produce desirable housing at all cost levels. 

d. 

Ordinances and codes should encourage the use of energy conservation 
techniques and alternative energy sources in new residential construction and 
in rehabilitation of older homes. 

   
2.  Policy:  Maintain high standards for residential design, development, construction, and 
maintenance. 

8.1.2 Implementation: 

a. 

Maintain and refine Design Review guidelines for multi-family housing projects.  
Apply guidelines consistently through Planning and Zoning Commission or 
Design Review Committee review. 

b. 
Promote effective enforcement and review of building codes and zoning 
regulations for new construction, to assure quality in housing units. 

   

3.  Policy:  Promote and ensure compatibility between different types of residences. 

8.1.3 Implementation: 

a. 
Allow and encourage a blend of housing types, which mixes smaller multi-family 
units into single-family areas. 

b. 
Allow and encourage, where appropriate, accessory dwelling units in all areas.  
Provide guidelines for the location and size of those units. 

c. 
Encourage or require the use of creative architecture in blending multi-family 
units into single-family neighborhoods.  

d. Require Design Review approval for all multi-family buildings. 

e. 
Avoid placing all subsidized housing, or all multi-family housing, clustered 
together in any one area of the City. 

f. 
Encourage varied lot sizes within any given development in order to promote 
varied housing types. 

g. 

Discourage Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CCR's) which encourage 
or require a set architectural pattern, prohibit multi-family units where not 
prohibited by zoning, or include minimum size restrictions.   

   
4.  Policy:  Encourage pedestrian oriented design of residences and developments in order to 
encourage social and community interaction, and to provide for multi-modal transportation and 
community character. Encourage architecture and land planning which, while accommodating 
the automobile, places greater emphasis on the pedestrian. 

   

8.1.4 Implementation: 

a. 
Provide for residential streets that include sidewalks and are interconnected, 
thereby creating a place for pedestrians. 

b. Provide for a City street tree program to promote and maintain trees as a part of 
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any neighborhood. 

c. 
Provide for a sense of human scale as part of any street.  Elements that define 
places for people include lights, trees, sidewalks and planting strips. 

d. 

Encourage residential home architecture that places emphasis on the entry to 
the house rather than the garage.  Promote minimum street setbacks for 
garages that are in excess of those for the remainder of the residence.  

e. 
Establish proportional and three-dimensional building envelopes in order to tie 
the size of residential structures to the property on which they are located.   

f. 
Allow for more variable use of properties by residences, such as accessory 
dwelling units and appropriate home occupations. 

g. 
Review architecture in Planned Unit Developments to ensure that proper design 
adequately addresses higher densities. 

h. 
Encourage and allow mixed uses as well as mixed housing types within 
Planned Unit Developments. 

   

5 

 Policy:  Promote human scale architecture in all multi-family and mixed housing 
residential areas.  Use creative design to integrate multi-family dwelling units 
with single-family residences.   

   

8.1.5 Implementation: 

a. 
Establish maximum floor area ratios for multi-family residences on single lots or 
as part of infill development. 

b. 
Provide for a City street tree program to promote and maintain trees as a part of 
any neighborhood.   

c. 
Provide for a sense of human scale as part of any street.  Elements that define 
places for people include lights, trees, sidewalks, and planting strips. 

d. 
Encourage residential architecture that places emphasis on the entry to the 
house rather than the garage.    

e. 
Require architectural and site design in multi-family projects that emphasizes 
the individuality of each unit and does not appear repetitive or monotonous. 

f. 
Continue to review architecture in Planned Unit Developments to ensure that 
proper design adequately addresses higher densities. 

   

8.2  Community Housing 

   
I.   Goal:  Ensure a viable economy by providing home ownership and rental opportunities for 
individuals and families of all socio-economic levels. 

   
1. Policy: To require the provision of community housing at a level that is deemed in the City's 
best social and economic interests. 

   

8.2.1 Implementation: 

a. 

Adopt an inclusionary ordinance that requires a certain percentage of housing 
units or subdivision lots to be set aside for community housing for individuals 
and families in certain targeted income categories. The community housing 
units are encouraged to be provided on-site, and designed and assimilated with 
the free market housing units or lots. 

b. 
Encourage creative options and other alternatives to achieve community 
housing contributions. 

   
 2. Policy:   Cooperate and coordinate with County or regional efforts concerning the provision 
of affordable or community housing.  Recognize the Blaine-Ketchum Housing Authority as a 
resource for the provision of community housing. 
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8.2.2 Implementation: 

a. 
Cooperate and coordinate with the local housing authority to set restrictions on 
market value appreciation in any type of subsidized housing. 

b.  

Cooperate with Blaine County on planning for location and scale of community 
housing in developments near the City but outside City Limits, due to potential 
impacts on City infrastructure and services. 

   
3.  Policy:  Continue to examine the fiscal and economic relationship between housing and 
other types of land use.  

   

8.2.3 Implementation: 

a. 
Support economic development to achieve a balance between residential and 
non-residential uses. 

b. 

Adopt impact fees to offset the cost of services for all new residential 
development.  Consider deferral or reduction of development impact fees for 
community housing. 

c. 

 If property is annexed into the City, require annexation fees that will, to the 
extent possible, ensure that new residential development will not cause present 
residents to pay for costs of future development. 
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9.1 

Goal:  Maintain or improve service levels of all City utilities and 
facilities to adequately and efficiently provide for the health, safety, 
welfare and convenience of the City.   Recognize that infrastructure 
limitations may at certain times necessitate certain controls or 
restrictions on development in order to maintain acceptable service 
levels. 

   

1.  Policy:  Continue to improve City streets and transportation services to meet projected needs. 

   

9.1.1 Implementation: 

a.   Support the planned construction of a new City Shop. 

b.   
Review and support street expansions where needed, such as Fox 
Acres Road. 

c.   Develop street and sidewalk upgrade and replacement program. 

d.   Complete the stop sign master plan. 

e.   Ensure adequate signage, including near all school and park areas. 

f. 
Provide signage or other means to appropriately route truck traffic 
away from residential streets. 

g. Explore and implement alternative traffic calming devices. 

h. 

Work cooperatively with Idaho Transportation Department to obtain 
adequate signalization including directional turn signals at appropriate 
intersections. 

i. 

Work cooperatively with Idaho Transportation Department in the 
Highway 75 corridor study to obtain improvements to the highway 
within city limits, particularly pedestrian safety improvements and 
amenities. 

j. 
Complete the retrofitting of Main Street lights to comply with the 
Outdoor Lighting Ordinance. 

   

   
2.  Policy:  Upgrades of the municipal water storage and distribution systems should be 
accomplished according to the adopted Master Plan.  Recognize that water is a finite resource in 
the Wood River Valley. 

   

9.1.2 Implementation: 

a.   Support the installation of the new water storage tank. 

b.   Support the completion of City-wide metering system. 

c. Review and support needed distribution system improvements. 

d. Create additional pressure zones as required. 

e. 
Consider providing water service to areas outside city limits by 
encouraging. water/sewer districts in those areas. 

f. Develop public education on source water protection. 

g. Develop water conservation programs, or incentives for conservation.   

h.   Continue to monitor water usage and needs. 

i. Develop public education on water usage. 

j. 

Develop ordinances that relate to water usage as needed, such as 
additional Design Review guidelines and/or implementing Low Impact 
Development strategies for promoting conservation and water quality. 

k. 
Cooperate with other entities providing valley-wide or regional water 
conservation programs. 

   

3.  Policy:  Upgrades of the municipal wastewater treatment systems should be accomplished as 
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needed or according to a revised Master Plan as adopted. 

   

9.1.3 Implementation: 

a.   Establish visual (camera) inspection program of sewer mains. 

b.   
Conduct sewer main capacity studies and support upgrades for 
projected needs. 

c.   
Consider providing sewer service to areas outside city limits by 
encouraging water/sewer districts in those areas. 

d. Add redundant filter system for improved operations. 

e. Conduct river monitoring to improve TMDL process. 

f. Continue to research beneficial reuse projects. 

e.   Continue to monitor system quality and department needs. 

   
4.  Policy:  Continue to strive for improvements and augmentation of the City park system 
according to the adopted Recreation Master Plan. 

   

9.1.4 Implementation: 

a.   
Seek input from Hailey Parks and Lands Board on all land 
developments and parks, recreation, and trails projects. 

b. (Refer to Section 4, Recreation, Parks & Land, of this Plan.) 

   

   
5.  Policy:  Support Police Department improvements to meet projected Law Enforcement 
needs.   

   

9.1.5 Implementation: 

a.   
Support additional staffing and vehicles as population grows and new 
development continues.   

b.   Examine needs for and plan for new department facility. 

   
6.  Policy:  Support Fire Department improvements to meet projected fire protection and 
emergency incident response needs.   

   

9.1.6 Implementation: 

a.   
Consider most appropriate locations for new fire stations in Woodside 
and Northridge areas. 

b.   
Protect three-story and higher building construction with the addition of 
an aerial ladder. 

c.   Review site specific needs for newly annexed areas. 

d.   
Support implementation of an urban/interface fire prevention code to 
apply to wildland and hillside areas. 

e. 
Support additional staffing as population grows and new development 
continues. 

   

   

7.  Policy:  Support Library improvements to meet projected needs of the Community. 

   

9.1.7 Implementation: 

a. 

Provide and maintain a sufficient quantity of quality materials in a 
variety of formats to meet the needs of the community, including 
upgrades of personal computer network and software. 

b. 
Provide a library facility with adequate space for needed services, 
materials, and programs, recognizing needs for reorganization and 
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expansion. 

c. 
Encourage increased use of library services through new 
memberships, and promotion and expansion of programs. 

d. Provide a well-trained staff to serve clientele of the library. 

   

8.  Policy:  Ensure adequate service to citizens at City Hall. 

   

9.1.8 Implementation: 

a.   
Plan for expansion of City offices at present location on Main Street as 
College of Southern Idaho offices move to another location. 

b.   Provide for public meeting space at City Hall. 

c.   
Ensure staffing of all City departments keeps pace with demands for 
services. 

d.   Maintain inventory of City owned lands for future facility growth. 

   

   
9.2 Goal:  Recognize and generally support the provision of utilities and services by other 
entities within the City of Hailey. 

   
1.  Policy:  To balance the services provided by other utilities with the impacts that may result.  
Strive to mitigate negative visual impacts of utilities and facilities. 

     

9.2.1 Implementation: 

a.   
Work to develop guidelines for public utilities as relates to the use of 
the public right-of-way. 

b.   
Consider requiring pre-design conferences and/or pre-construction 
meetings between utility providers and City staff. 

c.   
Promote undergrounding of utility lines and continue to require 
installation of all utilities underground in new developments. 

   
2.  Policy:  Maintain an understanding of services provided by other entities including non-profit 
organizations and how they will cover projected needs for residents of Hailey.   

   

9.2.2 Implementation: 

a. 
Review and support provision of services by other entities at 
appropriate locations. 

b. 
Consider public/city provision of services currently met by other entities 
if projected needs exceed ability of other entities to provide. 
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10.1 Engineering 

I.   

Goal: Create and maintain a pedestrian and bicycle-friendly community that provides safe, 
convenient and efficient multi-modal transportation for all Hailey residents, that moves people 
and not just cars, and that preserves and enhances our quality of life. 

   

1.  Policy:  Provide adequate routes and accesses to accommodate different uses and cir-culation. 

   

10.1.I.1 
Implementation: Minimize potential conflicts between uses by planning for and desig-nating 
separate areas, routes and accesses for pedestrians, bicycles, automobiles and trucks:  

a. 

Designate truck routes that keep large trucks and heavy traffic on Main Street and away from 
residential neighborhoods.  Delivery traffic should use the alleys in the Central Business 
District instead of residential streets.  

b. 
Designate pedestrian and bicycle routes that connect neighborhoods to the community core 
and each other, in a safe and direct manner. 

c. 
Ensure that Main Street traffic flows smoothly and safely to discourage use of other streets by 
trucks and other commercial vehicles as "shortcuts to the highway". 

d. 
Designate properly distributed pedestrian crossings on Main Street that con-nect 
neighborhoods in a useful manner, while allowing fewer traffic stops along Main. 

e. 

Discourage future curb cuts on Main Street where alternative access exists (that would 
accommodate on-site parking, driveway or drive-through ac-cess) in order to preserve the 
present sidewalk integrity for pedestrians. 

   
2.  Policy:  Protect residential districts by building streets that encourage pedestrians and bicycles, while 
allowing automobiles at slower safe speeds.  

   
10.1.I.2
. 

1.  Implementation:  Consider city standards that allow traffic to flow smoothly and safely while 
encouraging lower traffic speeds. 

a. 

Consider standards for alternatives to stop signs and traffic lights, such as vertical 
displacements, traffic circles or roundabouts, innovative intersec-tion designs and other traffic 
calming devices. 

b. 
Consider street standards for less pavement and narrower travel and turn  lanes, to encourage 
lower vehicle speeds. 

c.     Encourage limiting the length of streets; shorter blocks keep vehicles at a slower speed. 

   

    
10.1.I.2
. 2 Implementation: Street standards should encourage pedestrian and bicycle use. 
a.  Sidewalks or pathways should be provided for pedestrians and bicycles along designated routes and 
in business districts.  Encourage sidewalks or pathways for pedestrians and bicycles in neighborhoods 
and other districts. 
b.  Encourage appropriate street trees in all neighborhoods that create a canopy that does not interfere 
with pedestrian use or create visual obstructions for ve-hicles.  Require street trees in all commercial 
districts.  Trees are recognized as a resource and can contribute to reduced energy and maintenance 
costs.   

c.  Explore medians and tree planting strips that would create boulevards or park-ways. 

d.  Adopt street rights-of-way that are proportional to the heights and setbacks of the adjacent structures. 
e.  Adopt residential setbacks that place an emphasis on the entrance to the house and not the garage.  
Encourage garage entrances on alleys. 

f.  Adopt residential standards that include pedestrian access and on-site mail de-livery to all homes.  

   

10.1.I.2 3 
 Implementation:  Establish procedures determining the need for traffic control and 
traffic calming measures.   

a. 
Use information from a traffic counting program to determine areas of the city that require 
further study and possible installation of traffic control measures.   
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b.   

Establish a procedure to allow neighborhoods to petition the city for traffic calming measures 
to be installed.  Set guidelines to determine the appropriate-ness of the requests and to 
determine the correct measure to be installed. 

c.  
 A community-wide plan for stop signs should be implemented.  Recognize that stop signs do 
not work well to control vehicle speeds. 

   
3.  Policy:  Ensure an interconnected community that provides multi-modal access from and to all 
neighborhoods.  

   

10.1.I.3 Implementation: 

      a.  Provide safe corridors for pedestrians and bicycles throughout our community. 

      b.   
All new streets should connect, wherever possible, to existing streets, as well as future 
potential development 

      c.    Include transit shelters in neighborhood and business development along designated routes. 

d.    Continue to prohibit cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets except by special exception.  

   

4 

Policy:  Promote long-term planning and development of an interconnected and inte-grated 
multi-modal transportation system. Contain or reduce the number of single-occupant vehicle 
trips. 

   

10.1.I.4 Implementation: 

a.  Create and implement a Transportation Master Plan. 
b.  Participate in, and support, regional transportation planning for traffic and transportation 
management. 
c.  Support efforts to create a public transportation system that includes a local  circulator shuttle within 
walking distance of most Hailey residents, as well as commuter service within the Wood River Valley 
corridor. 

   
5.  Policy:  Promote land development that discourages urban sprawl, connects the com-munity, and 
encourages multi-modal use.   

   

10.1.I.5 Implementation: 

a. 
Create clear entrances at our north and south to define Main Street and our community (where 
to slow down).  

b. 
Balance parking needs with multi-modal transportation needs.  Minimize the effect of large 
parking lots with landscape buffers and islands. 

c. Encourage neighborhood service centers that serve the adjacent neighborhoods 

d. Encourage or require transit shelters along designated transit routes.   

e. Encourage multi-use development closer to or along transportation corridors. 

   

10.2 
Educatio
n  

   
I.        Goal:  Recognize that Engineering and Education are better tools for traffic management than 
enforcement - use creative street designs to manage transportation demands, and use education to 
encourage healthy transportation choices. 

   
1.  
Policy:   Maximize transportation opportunities and minimize tax dollars.   

   

10.2.I.1 1 
Implementation:  Explore, create and foster cooperative opportunities with other 
county and regional resources.   

a.   Ensure that Hailey participates in long-term county wide transportation efforts 
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b.   
Work with other resources and jurisdictions to provide a cohesive transporta-tion system for 
our countywide community. 

   

10.2.I.1 2 

Implementation:  Explore and support efforts for a public transportation system 
that provides regional commuter service and connects to a local circulator shuttle 
service within Hailey. 

   

10.2.I.1 3 

Implementation:  Support and enable a cooperative relationship with the Friedman 
Memorial Airport Authority, recognizing the benefits the airport brings to the com-
munity, while mitigating the impacts of the airport on the community. 

a. 
Support the Airport's Community Appreciation Day, noise abatement programs and other 
public relations efforts. 

b. Direct conflicting land uses away from the airport impact area. 

c. 
Transportation connections should direct airport-related traffic away from Broadford Road and 
other residential areas, with a possible future connection to Highway 75. 

d. 
Support and coordinate with long-term airport planning.  Ensure that airport   needs do not 
place an undue burden on the city's infrastructure. 

   

    

10.3     Enforcement 

   

I.   Goal:   

Ensure that future growth does not place undue demands on our current qual-ity 
of life, transportation infrastructure, rural character, or environmental qual-ity, 
including clean air.  

   

   1.  Policy:  Standards for development should encourages multi-modal transportation.   

   

10.3.I.1    Implementation:   

a. 

Residential development of 20 units or more, and commercial development of 20,000 square 
feet or more should provide a Transportation Management Study and should construct the 
infrastructure necessary to meet the transportation needs of that development, such as transit 
shelters, sidewalks and pathways, park and ride parking spaces, etc. 

b.   

Review the parking ordinance to establish appropriate minimum and maximum numbers of 
parking spaces for development.  Encourage creative alternatives to larger parking lots, such 
as shared parking, public transit, special event shuttles, etc.  Explore other means to balance 
parking needs, such as parking meters. 

c. 

Use ordinances to keep vehicles at safe speeds and to encourage alternative modes of 
transportation.  Support legislation that enables enhanced fines for speeding in school zones, 
park zones, or other such designated zones. 

d.   
 Balance the number and types of signs needed to direct or inform traffic.  Avoid too many or 
too few signs. 

e. 
Carefully consider the long-term consequences on existing and future devel-opment of a 
waiver of standards that address transportation issues. 

f. 
Consider prohibiting the use of off-road vehicles, such as snowmobiles, ATV's, scooters, and 
mopeds, on City streets, alleys, easements, parks, lands and trails. 
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12.1 

 Goal:  To manage and accommodate growth due to infill development and to control 
and/or limit expansive development within the City of Hailey, through flexible, responsive, 
and consistent controls, in order to provide for a community that is well-defined in terms 
of distinct boundaries, compact in terms of human scale elements and distances 
between structures and uses, and surrounded by and integrated with green space.  To 
provide for alternative modes of transportation, sustainable economic development, a 
balanced mix of housing, serviceable annexations and adequate infrastructure.  

   

1 
Policy:  Ensure that growth does not outpace infrastructure, services or capacity of 
resources.  The following implementation items are considered high priority for the City. 

12.1.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Assess and evaluate current levels of service provided by each City department.  
Conduct, maintain and update infrastructure inventories.  

b. 

Establish optimal levels of service for the provision of infrastructure and service 
throughout the City.  For each department, determine whether the City provides service 
in excess of some recognized standard, meets that standard, or is currently deficient.  

c. 

Develop and update capital improvement plans for streets (including sidewalks, bridges 
and drainage), water and wastewater, police, fire, library, and parks and recreation, to 
address any identified inadequacies, funding mechanisms for addressing those 
inadequacies and the provision of additional services for future development. 

d. 
Within the framework of state and federal law, implement growth management tools that 
will assure that growth will not outpace the provision of infrastructure.   

e. 

When considering annexations, evaluate the merits on which the property would benefit 
the City if annexed. For example, property with existing ground or surface water rights or 
other similar resources would be a greater benefit to the City than property without.  

f. 
Ensure that existing infrastructure and proposed infrastructure provided by an applicant 
can accommodate any proposal for annexation.   

g. 

Continue to evaluate the adequacy of the City water supply to meet current and future 
demands.  Where available, require sufficient water rights be provided by applicants for 
the uses proposed within lands considered for annexation. 

h. 
Encourage, or require (as appropriate), water-efficient landscaping that uses drought-
tolerant and native plantings. 

i. 

Collaborate with Blaine County and Wood River Valley municipalities toward funding a 
comprehensive ground water study that will recommend best management practices to 
assure a sustainable water supply for future generations.  

   

2 

Policy:  Promote infill development and allow for increased average density within the 
city core.  Increased density should be carefully planned and designed to provide high 
quality projects that will balance the need for accommodating growth and maintaining a 
small town character. 

12.1.2 Implementation: 

a. 

Consider density bonuses or other incentives for projects within the City core that 
achieve identified goals (such as green space and community housing). Re-examine the 
Planned Unit Development ordinance with regard to density bonuses allowed, 
considering other options for granting bonuses for other identified City goals. 

b. 

Promote the infill of existing Central Business District, as defined in the Economic 
Development section, with business and high density residential uses prior to expanding 
the business district.  

c. 
Consider revisions to the Design Review Guidelines that will provide appropriate 
standards and guidelines for higher density projects. 

   

3 

Policy:  Support infill development, generally the preferred method of growth, while 
recognizing that expansion of city boundaries will also be required to accommodate 
various uses compatible with this Plan.  
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12.1.3 Implementation: 

a. 

Carefully analyze for general compliance with this Comprehensive Plan all applications 
for the expansion of city boundaries.  Annexations and extension of full city infrastructure 
should occur only as infrastructure and city services can be feasibly provided. 

b. 

Cooperate with Blaine County to establish regulations and uniform standards for 
development within the Area of City Impact.  Complete negotiations with the county and 
adopt an official Area of City Impact that completely surrounds the City and extends to 
the ridgelines visible from the City. 

c.  

Consider expansion of Area of City Impact in areas where development will have less 
traffic impact upon existing residential neighborhoods, for example, to the north along 
Highway 75. 

d. 
Explore regional planning efforts for regional and valley-wide infrastructure, such as 
transportation, housing, water, sewer and recreational opportunities. 

   

4 
Policy:  Guide and direct growth to maintain green spaces in and around the city, and to 
preserve identified historic, cultural and other sites of importance.   

12.1.4 Implementation: 

a. 
Cooperate with Blaine County and other jurisdictions, agencies and organizations to 
implement conservation methods.  

b. 
Explore options including incentives for maintaining green space within and surrounding 
the City. 

c. 
Consider creation of a historic or similar overlay district to preserve historic and/or other 
important sites.   

d. 
Consider Design Review Guidelines that will promote historic or other special 
characteristics of Hailey. 

e. 
Continue to require park dedication within residential developments, and consider 
adoption of similar requirements for future commercial and industrial developments.   

f. 

Review all development proposals for human scale elements, decreased dependency on 
automobiles, historic character, and other elements that help to maintain the small town 
character of the City. 

g. 
Consider amendments to City ordinances that will best implement the goals and policies 
of the Comprehensive Plan. 

   

5 Policy: 

  Ensure that development, both within current city limits and in future 
annexation areas, pays all cost associated with additional services required.  
Future growth should pay for itself. 

12.1.5 Implementation: 

a. 

Based on information gained through the examination of levels and costs of services, 
maintain an appropriate method of calculating basic annexation fees, which may be 
augmented by site specific exactions or dedications. 

b. 

Consider site specific needs related to each annexation application and ensure the 
collection of fees, development of infrastructure, or other exactions appropriate to those 
needs. 

c. 
Ensure development application fees are adequate to cover City review and 
expenditures. 

d. 
Review and revise ordinances to ensure that development contributes adequately to the 
infrastructure and amenities of the community. 

e. Consider the adoption of a development impact fee ordinance. 

f. 
Use available funding mechanisms to provide infrastructure and amenities (e.g., 
sidewalks) in already established neighborhoods. 

   

6 

Policy:  Ensure that community and neighborhood character is provided for future 
development through the use of innovative design, diversity of housing, and individuality 
of homes. 

12.1.6 Implementation: 
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a. 
Consider development standards that will promote and ensure compatibility between 
different types of residences in new subdivisions and annexations. 

b. Consider allowing accessory dwelling units on all single-family lots. 

c. 

Continue to monitor the availability and provision of community housing within the City 
relative to community housing provided throughout the county.  Periodically review the 
status of community housing units and outline the City's goals for provision of such units. 

d. 

Support the provision of community housing throughout the City through bonuses and 
incentives.  Explore means to encourage community housing, especially in mixed use 
and mixed density developments.  Support a standard requiring all new annexations and 
subdivisions to provide a specified percentage or contribute toward the provision of deed 
restricted community housing units. 

   

7 Policy:  Ensure adequate land area is available for non-residential growth. 

12.1.7 Implementation: 

a. Maintain clean industrial expansion adjacent to existing industrial zones. 

b. 
Encourage the infill of existing Central Business District property with business and high 
density residential uses prior to expanding the business district.  

c. 

Expansion of commercial development adjacent to the highway, especially retail and 
industrial, whether in the County or within expanded city limits, should be generally 
avoided. 

d. 
Consider height limit bonuses within the Central Business District for the provision of 
underground parking or other identified goal.   

e. 
Allow additional Transitional District areas between established neighborhoods and 
intensely developed business areas. 

f. 

Allow the development of neighborhood service centers, with appropriate height, design 
and location constraints, within appropriate residential areas of the City.  Create a 
separate zoning district establishing standards for neighborhood service centers to 
ensure compatibility with residences and to  restrict the allowable uses within such 
centers. 

g. 
Maintain the established maximum size of retail and wholesale buildings in order to 
maintain community character. 

   

8 
Policy:  Promote alternative modes of transportation to lessen dependency on the 
automobile, thereby minimizing the increase in traffic and maintaining quality of life. 

12.1.8 Implementation: 

a. 
Cooperate with the County, other cities and agencies to facilitate planning for valley-wide 
mass transit. 

b. Consider future transit stations and park and ride lots in land use planning. 

c. 
Continue to expand pedestrian and bicycle pathways and provide facilities and 
connections for pedestrian and bicyclists. 

d. 
Continue to facilitate interconnectivity between neighborhoods, to established and 
planned trail systems, and to public lands. 

e. Consider alternate routes for commercial traffic. 

   
9.  Policy:  Ensure that changes to Friedman Memorial Airport complement, and not detract from 
the community of Hailey.   

12.1.9 Implementation: 

a. 

Work with the Friedman Airport Authority in long term planning.  Place limits on further 
physical expansion of the airport, especially any expansion requiring land acquisition 
and/or relocation of Highway 75.   

b. 

Support the Airport Authority's master plan and their decision regarding relocating the 
airport if an acceptable alternative site can be found, and then closing the current airport 
to both commercial and private aircraft.  

c. 
If the airport relocates, consider creation of a master plan of former airport lands that 
becomes a mixed-use asset to Hailey.  
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13.I.  

    Goal:  The Goal of the Community Design section of the Hailey Comprehensive Plan is 
to encourage or require architecture, landscape architecture, land planning and land 
development which will create interest, caring, and value in the City of Hailey, for residents 
and visitors alike. 

  
1.  Policy:  Maintain a City that emphasizes the human being and places less emphasis on the 
automobile. 

13.1.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Encourage a compact city form in order to allow interaction, convenience, alternative forms 
of transportation, and the preservation of green space adjacent to the City. 

b. 

Encourage creative site planning and architecture in order to establish a built environment 
that maintains a human scale, retains interest, aesthetics, and offers various levels of 
interaction to all members of the community. 

c. Encourage mixed uses that integrate work and living space. 

d. Implement a lighting ordinance to conserve energy and prevent light pollution. 

  
2.  Policy:  Encourage and require a Central Business District that adds to community character by 
maintaining general architectural standards and by retaining a human scale and pedestrian friendly 
atmosphere with decreased dependency on automobiles. 

13.1.2 Implementation: 

a. 
Encourage in fill of vacant property in and around the business core.  Review proposals for 
infill development to ensure compatible architecture and site planning. 

b. 
Encourage residential uses within the Central Business District in order to create a vital, 
living downtown. 

c. 

Increase height limits within the Central Business District as an incentive for the provision 
of underground parking while minimizing building bulk. Limit the height of neighborhood 
service centers to the height of adjacent residences. 

d. 
Promote the location of commercial building adjacent to the right-of-way in order to give 
definition to the street. 

e. 
Place parking areas for cars either beneath or behind business buildings, and screen said 
parking areas with landscape plantings or other buildings. 

f. Require the provision of pedestrian and bicycle amenities in all commercial developments . 

g. Encourage and allow street furniture and amenities. 

h. 
Encourage and allow alternative sidewalk materials provided those materials meet or 
exceed safety standards and maintenance is provided by the adjacent property owner. 

i. 
Provide for a City street tree program to promote and maintain trees as a part of any 
neighborhood. 

j. 
Encourage and allow courtyards or other areas that provide public or private exterior 
spaces. 

k. Encourage maximum use of solar exposure in any commercial development. 

l. Establish standards for exterior lighting. 

m. Require underground utilities to clean up visual amenities. 

  
3.  Policy:  Ensure light industrial areas (Light Industrial, Technological Industry, and Service 
Commercial Industrial) do not become a detriment to either the community image or the visual 
aesthetics of adjacent neighborhoods. 

13.1.3 Implementation: 

a. Require dense landscape buffers around light industrial areas. 

b. 
Limit the height of buildings at the edge of light industrial areas to less than the current 35-
foot height limit.  

c. 
Ensure the use of colors and type of building material that minimize visual contrast 
between the structure and the natural background on all light industrial buildings. 

d. Require strict adherence to all exterior lighting standards and guidelines. 
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e. 
Require strict adherence to all Design Review standards.  Consider prohibition of certain 
types of metal siding in light industrial areas. 

  
4.  Policy:  Promote human scale architecture in all single-family, multi-family, and mixed residential 
areas.  Encourage architecture and land planning which, while accommodating the automobile, 
places greater importance on pedestrians.  Use creative design to integrate multi-family dwelling 
units with single-family residences.   

13.1.4 Implementation: 

a. 
Provide for residential streets that include sidewalks and are interconnected, thereby 
creating a place for pedestrians. 

b. 
Provide for a City street tree program to promote and maintain trees as a part of any 
neighborhood. 

c. 
Provide for a sense of human scale as part of any street.  Elements that define places for 
people include lights, trees, sidewalks, and planting strips. 

d. 
Encourage residential architecture that places emphasis on the entry to the home rather 
than the garage.    

e. 
Review architecture in planned unit developments to ensure that proper design adequately 
addresses higher densities. 

f. Establish proportional building envelopes for all single-family homes.   

g. 
Establish maximum floor area ratios for multi-family residences on single lots or as part of 
infill development. 

h. 
Require architectural and site design in multi-family projects that emphasize the 
individuality of each unit and does not appear repetitive or monotonous. 

i. Consider design review for all duplex residences. 

  
5.  Policy:  To enhance visual aesthetics and beautification of the community with specific efforts 
directed to the central core. 

13.1.5 Implementation: 

a. Encourage attractive landscaping, lighting, and street furniture throughout the community. 

b. Establish and adopt criteria protecting existing vegetation and trees. 

c. 
Consider selection of new, or modification of existing, Main Street light fixtures that are 
consistent with the City's standards for exterior lighting. 

d. Promote downtown beautification and year-round maintenance by businesses. 

e. 
Require or create incentives for two story buildings or minimum building heights within the 
business core in order to ensure and promote relative scale with the street. 

  

6.  Policy:  Define, preserve, and promote neighborhood physical characteristics. 

13.1.6 Implementation: 

a. 
Identify and define physical characteristics that enhance the older grid section of town as 
well as the new subdivisions. 

b. 
A mixed balance between single family and multi-family uses should be defined and 
incorporated into the zoning ordinance. 

c. 
Allow flexible building setbacks in neighborhoods establishing visual diversity, vegetation 
to provide edges and to heighten contrast between neighborhoods and the city core. 

d. 
Develop green space policies to compliment new developments.  (see Growth 
Management.) 

  

7.  Policy:  Preserve community identity 

13.1.7 Implementation: 

a. 

Create a juxtaposition between incorporated areas and unincorporated areas by 
developing incorporated areas at high density and un-incorporated areas at very low 
density. 

b. 
Establish clear and distinct boundaries between Hailey and Bellevue and encourage the 
retention of green space at all entrances to the City. 
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c. 
Create an identifiable break in rhythm or fabric at the boundaries to establish recognition of 
entering the City. 

  
8.  
Policy: Retain historic and cultural landmarks. 

13.1.8 Implementation: 

a. Encourage acceptance of a historic district. 

b. 
Develop guidelines for a historical district through procedures set forth in Idaho Code, 
Section 67, Chapter 46. 

c. Require design review for all construction within a historic district to ensure compatibility.  
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14 PRIVATE PROPERTY  

  

  

Goal:   

The City of Hailey, in order to protect the health, safety and welfare of its residents, shall 
evaluate whether proposed regulatory or administrative actions may result in an 
unconstitutional taking of private property.  The City shall conduct this evaluation in 
conformance with the guidelines promulgated by the State of Idaho Attorney General 
pursuant to Idaho Code Section 68 - 8003. 

  

1 

 Policy:  Implement use of the review process and guidelines established and updated by 
the Idaho Attorney General (Idaho Code Section 67 - 8003) to evaluate whether a 
contemplated land use action or decision may result in an unconstitutional taking of private 
property. 

14.1.1 Implementation: 

a. 
The City of Hailey shall review the guidelines established by the Office of the Idaho Attorney 
General as part of any land use decision it makes. 

  

2 Policy:  Ensure adequate access to elected officials. 

14.1.2 Implementation: 

a. 

Include, as part of every application to be heard only by an administrator or the Planning 
and Zoning Commission under the Local Planning Act, a statement which advises those 
applicants that decisions may be appealed to the Hailey City Council. 
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15.11 School Facilities 

  

I.   
Goal.  It is the goal of the City of Hailey to use land use policies to encourage and 
facilitate a strong and viable comprehensive educational system. 

  

1 

Policy.  Coordinate and cooperate with the Blaine County School District in the master 
planning and development for new and expanded school district facilities within the 
City of Hailey to meet the educational goals established by the community. 

15.11.1 Implementation: 

a. 
Participate in and support the School District's master planning for new and expanded 
school facilities within the City. 

b. 
Consider the creation of a school zone in order to facilitate the mixed uses found on 
school district sites.   

c. 
Use development agreements, as appropriate, to customize land uses on school 
district properties. 

d. Ensure full public process in land use decisions involving new school facilities. 

e. 
Evaluate the fiscal impact of benefits from and services to schools as part of any 
proposed school annexation. 

f. 

Ensure, with the District's equitable and fair share participation, that public health and 
safety infrastructure is adequate to meet District needs, including seeking alternative 
financing and funding sources for such infrastructure improvements. 

g. 

Recognize the positive community benefits provided by public schools.  Those benefits 
include continuing education, recreation, public facilities and resources and positive 
economic benefits. 

   

2 
Policy.  Encourage the shared use of all public facilities in order to minimize potential 
burden on property tax payers and maximize opportunities for public use as follows: 

15.11.2 Implementation: 

a. Encourage shared use of public facilities, where appropriate. 

b. 
Support collaborative efforts with other public and philanthropic entities to maximize 
tax dollar efficiency. 

c. 

Recognize that public education facilities provide community benefits which extend 
beyond education, and include recreation, public outreach, social support and cultural 
enhancement. 

  

   

15.12 School Transportation 

  

I.   

Goal.  It is the goal of the City of Hailey to provide or ensure the provision of safe, 
adequate, convenient and multi-modal transportation access to all school sites, as 
incorporated herein and referenced on the attached Conceptual School District 
Transportation Master Plan Map.   

  

1 

Policy.  Seek cooperation with the Blaine County School District or other public 
education provider to provide or ensure the provision of adequate vehicular access 
and parking accommodations at all School District facilities, including traffic demand 
management measures, on a fair and equitable basis.   

15.12.1 Implementation: 

a. Master plan road and traffic control improvements for all School District facilities. 

b. 
Provide for primary, secondary, neighborhood and emergency accesses to meet 
district wide transportation needs. 

c. Provide for a centralized and unified location for the bus maintenance facility. 

d. 
Improve vehicular access either concurrent with the development of new facilities or as 
soon as possible for existing facilities. 
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e. Seek alternative and creative financing and funding for these improvements. 

  

2 

Policy.  Cooperate with both the Blaine County School District and the Blaine County 
Recreation District in order to master plan and provide separated non-vehicular access 
to all School District properties within the City.   

15.12.2 Implementation: 

a. 
The City should improve non-vehicular access either concurrent with the development 
of new facilities or as soon as possible for existing facilities. 

b. Seek alternative financing and funding for these improvements. 

 


