
 

 

 

Let’s Talk Cardboard 

 Cardboard, it feels like it is everywhere in our daily life (maybe not 
as much as plastic, but we aren’t talking plastic…. yet). We use it for 
packaging and shipping. It’s great! Our kids and pets love to play with it, 
but what do we do with it when we no longer need it?  Can it be recycled and 
if it can, what types of cardboard can we recycle and where? The answer, 
although it may seem simple, isn’t.  
 
 Yes, cardboard can be recycled in the Wood River Valley. However, not 
all types of cardboard are created equally, and we do not recycle them all. 
There are two main types of cardboard – corrugated and paperboard. 
Corrugated is known for strength and is typically used for shipping (think 
Amazon, Target, or whomever you purchase from online). It is commonly 
identifiable by 3 noticeable layers – two flat layers with a wavy inner 
layer sandwiched between the flat layers. Paperboard is thinner, more 
flexible, and generally used for cereal boxes, shoe boxes, milk cartons, 
etc.  
 
 So, what type of cardboard do we recycle in the Valley and where can I 
take it? Corrugated cardboard is King (or Queen…) of recycling in our 
valley. It can be taken to the cardboard compactor located in the 
Albertson’s parking lot or the Recycle Center located at Ohio Gulch.  
 
 You may be asking yourself, I know all of this… why am I reading about 
it in Our Town? We, at Clear Creek Disposal, receive daily calls about the 
cardboard compactor located at Albertson’s in Hailey. These calls all have 
something in common… generally a complaint about the compactor not working. 
Typically, what we find with each of these calls is not that the compactor 
isn’t working, but a lack of knowledge of how to use the compactor 
correctly. To mitigate some of the frustration related to this site, we 
thought we would put out a quick step by step guide on how to use it. 
Without further ado… 

 
 



How to Use the Cardboard 
Compactor 

 
To ensure the cardboard compactor works properly and safely, please follow 
these steps: 
 
�� What You CAN Place in the Compactor 

• Only flattened corrugated cardboard is allowed. 
 
� What You CANNOT Place in the Compactor 

Please do not place the following items into the compactor: 
• Packing paper 
• Paper 
• Magazines or newspapers 
• Styrofoam 
• Egg cartons 
• Beverage cartons (like milk or juice boxes) 
• Cereal boxes or other paperboard packaging 

 
������ Steps for Proper Use 

1. Flatten the Cardboard: Break down all boxes completely before placing 
them in the compactor. 

o Please do not leave cardboard on the ground or surrounding areas.  
2. Load Correctly: 

Place flattened cardboard directly into the compactor and make sure it 
falls to the bottom. 

o IMPORTANT: Do not let cardboard get stuck in front of the sensor 
inside the unit. 

3. Check the Sensor: 
Look inside to confirm the sensor is clear and unobstructed. If 
cardboard covers the sensor, the compactor will not function.  You may 
need to push down on the cardboard to clear the sensor. 

4. Push the Green Button: 
Once the cardboard is in and the sensor is clear, press the green 
button. 

o This will compact the cardboard and move it back, making space for 
the next user. 

 
��� If the Green Button Does Not Work: 

• The internal sensor may be blocked. Look into the compactor, can the 
cardboard be pushed down a bit to clear the sensor? If not: 

• Please do not try to force or fix it yourself. 
• Call Clear Creek Disposal at (208)726-9600 for assistance. 


